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PREFACE. 

like Summerfield, in favor of religion, or, like 
Patrick Henry and Adams, in battling for human 
rights; or will he, for mammon's sake, prostitute 
that gift to the uses of tyranny and infidelity? 
Will that immortal soul, which beams with intel- 
ligence and power in his countenance, ally itself 
with its Creator, and thus rise to the sublime 
hight of its destiny; or will it wage war with 
truth and duty, and thus sink to degradation and 
to death ? As I raise these great queries I at 
once do reverence to the high potentiality of his 
nature, and tremble for his fate. I feel a desire 
arising within me to bear a part in guiding him 
into the way of right, duty, and happiness. As 
a fruit of that often-felt desire, I have written 
this book. May its success equal the ardor and 
sincerity of my wishes for the best good of young 

men! 

Daniel Wi«b. 

Fall River^ Novernber^ 1850. 



Contents. 



CHAPTER I. 

YOUTHFUL DAT-DBEAHS DISSOLVBD. 

The young man invited to view tbe future — A joyous thought — 
A young man's dream of life — ^Disenchantment — The sower and 
the harvest— The young man a sower in the field of life — ^The two 
harvests — ^To be a young man a very serious fact — Sailing on a 
quiet river and steering through dangerous straits — The enchanted 
hill— -Life an enchanted hill, with many victims — Every young 
man who falls is his own destroyer — ^The Alpine muleteer and the 
meditative man — An enemy at home — The asp — The young man's 
complaint anticipated — Caution the parent of success — Napoleon's 
forecast — Dupont's incaution — The defeat at Baylen — Every young 
man may conquer the obstacles of life — The young man should 
cheerfully contend for success — Alcinou's Garden. Page 13 

CHAPTER II. 

THE COKNER- STONE OF A SUCCESSFUL LIFE. 

The stately mansion — ^Its ruin — The owner's folly — ^Every young 
man is constructiug a character — Its materials — Importance of a 
right foundation — Building on the sand — Ruin — The true founda- 
tion of right character — The temporal advantages of a religious 
life — Prosperity not the exclusive heritage of worldlings — Benefits 
of religion — The lovely charmer and her promises — Religion not 
the only path to temporal good — Worldlings prosper without it- 
No tranquillity to mere worldlings — Confessions of Voltaire — Ches- 
terfield — Lord Byron — Nelson — Talleyrand — Randolph — An affect- 
ing contrast — Religious life preferable to one of profitable sin — 
Extract — An illustration — The poisoned water — Specifics — Tho 
poisoned heart — The genius of the world anJ religion —The choico 

7 



8 CONTENTS. 

of wi3dom"A]i appeal — Caution — ^Elements of success in life — 
Religion creates them all — ^Every young man may reacli success 
through religion Page 26 

CHAPTER III. 

IHTEORITT KECE8SABT TO SUCCESS IK LIFE. 

Integrity — ^Its nature and operations — ^Kossuth's noble reply — 
Zwingle and his Papal pension — The Scotch divines and their op 
position to state control — A sublime scene — The protest — ^The se- 
cession — ^Excitement — Joy of the people — Tanfield Hall — Song of 
joy — Moral beauty of integrity — Integrity inspires confidence- 
It gives influence — ^The rivalry of Robespierre and Mirabeau an 
illustration — ^Exciting scene in a Jacobin club — Robespierre's vic- 
tory — ^The secret of his success — Integrity necessary in small mat- 
ters — The clerk, the mechanic, the farmer, the arfist, exhorted to 
this— Small tests not to be despised — Their effect on the formation 
of right habits — Luther — Zwingle — Kossuth — A counting-room 
scene — The reward of integrity — liightning-conductors an illustra- 
tion — Gideon Lee and the goat-skins — The young man's resolve — 
A serious question — Counting the cost — Religion creates integrity 
of the highest order — Should be sought 43 

CHAPTER IV. 

INTELLIGENCE AN ELEMENT OF A SUCCESSFUL LIFE. 

A German legend — ^Knowledge a talisman — How some young 
men treat knowledge — The influence of intellect on the counte- 
nance — Influence a result of intellectual culture — Examples in 
the lives of Franklin, Cromwell, Eldon, Burke, Canning, 
Brougham — ^The sailor-boy's reverie at sea — ^Its results — All young 
men drenm of being successful — Why so few realize their hopes— 
The price of success — Cicero and Demosthenes — ^Sir William 
Jones — Newton — Burke — Michael Angelo — John Q. Adams — The 
liver and the spring — Any young man may be successful, if he 
will — ^Poverty no necessary hinderance — Cook, Nelson, Franklin. 
Eldon, Ferguson, Heyne, Kirke White, etc. — Extract from Long- 
fellow — The young man incited to effort — ^Religion needed to 
li^ide the intellect — Lord Bacon — Rousseau — ^Voltaire -Byron — 



CONTENTS. 

lliB &I«un>biii — I'oclic extract — Scene ]u mi iiiici^nt v1IUp:e- 
■cmt of Julin nunyna'i fame— Religiou aiiJ lis uiHueiicre ovi 
lutellecl — Its greftt though la — ItoliEious tBitb— Newtou — Rii 

V'bUou— Aj>pe«l to m youns man Pb 

CHAPTER V. 



Impaatible the adjective of toaU — Wfaat U energy — Longfelli 
(SxcelBior and Uie idea of energy — Energy and great ouhi 
mentj — Tho student at college — TUa lilslurj of great men 
peolvd tD~<?l!rigtophe[ GilamLua ui eiotaple of eoerg; ~ 
ena overuoaio ovccy obstacle — Energy diilinguiiiied from r 
BBSi — An oritulnl Horrior — Mei'eiDlJlB Derara — A steteh ] 
poHd— Yonng RJgHc'a ruabuess aod ruin— His mi 
lilsiiied — Impulsive energy dvacrlbcd — Its uselessueu — Ttie suuU 
uid the hare— Itoligion u nieana of ili!Volo|)ing energy— Its cen- 
tral vomniuiid — Us diviiu) aid — It* raquiiitlon of miglit la every 
tliiug — Tlia pliilosopliy of Bucuess — Hcligiou must be soiigbt - > -SI 
CHAPTER VI. 



-The 



—The n 



-Till- 



and Ibempe — Moral of tbe legend — Industry eisentil\ to i 
meDt of Itf»— Moments— .iVix)piu— Prince Boubcnnin— The sirol- 
low — Buij idlen — Goldnnitb't Croaker — Useful pursuits anil 
worthj aims necessary lo industry— Wliat may be acconiidisbod 
hj industrj — Jokn Jacob Aslor — James and Johii Harper — UeiK 
tenant-Govemcir Armstrong — WillinSi Cubbetl — Various eiomptojij 
of Industry — Industry not nnfuv^vabie to beulth or io 
Henry K. White — I1ie omtem missionary — Dying of nothing t» 
do— Tlic TicUm of leif-iiidulgence— The hunter and (be siKaltd 
•enisun— IHctara of an idle man— Desire of joung men for oD 
tdlH llle eonsiilBred— A lite of idleness a curse — EH'ect on th> 
Intellect— Beautiful extract from Tennyson— Idleness and Vise — 
The fule of Ibo idler — Extreme coses — The Suceedoneum- 
revieHctl by un Idler on his desth-lwd— Relieian on antidote fii 
Idloneas-tluoUtlou from Aldrich ■ 



10 CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER VII. 

KOONOMT AND TACT. 

Importance of saving — The leaking reservoir — ^Pactolus and pov- 
erty — The good genius — Economy a trite theme — A picture- 
Ralph Montcalm described — Dialogue between Ralph and a 
dandy — Cigar-smoking discussed — Ralph and the fashionable 
young man — Boarding at a fashionable house — Ralph's friends 
and benevolence — ^Ralph a good example of economy — Principles 
of economy — Spend less than you earn — Little exi)enses — The ants 
and the captive caterpillar — Debt — Littleness — The farmer and 
the student — Tact — "What it is — It is necessary — May be culti- 
▼ated — ^Relation of religion to economy and tact* Page 129 

CHAPTER VIII. 

HARMONY OF CHARACTEB. 

Remark by the Abbe Mennais — The harmony of nature illus- 
trative of harmony of character — Effects of excess, or defects in 
particular qualities — The rich youth an example of defect — Quo- 
tation from Shakspeare — Lord Byron an illustration of excess and 
defect — Necessity of symmetry in character — An imi)ortant ques- 
tion — The circle — Regulus and his sentiment concerning Roman 
honor — A central principle like the centripetal force — What prin- 
ciple will produce symmetry — Honor insuflficient — Self-respect de- 
fective — Example in case of Professor Webster — Religion furnishes 
the principle — Its comprehensiveness — Its potentiality — Young 
man urged to seek it .^. *. 14ff 

CHAPTER IX. 

VICE AND ITS ALLUREMENTS. 

Dante and the three beasts — The panther a symbol of voluptu- 
ousness — ^I'he lion, of ambition — The wolf, of avarice — Successive 
dangers — ^Youth the age of passion — Passion may be an instru- 
ment of mental strength — Que chief danger — Byron on vice — ITie 
blooming shrub — Delusive aspect of vice — The canary-birds — Fas- 
cinations — ^Dante's inscription over the gate of hell — ^Escape from 
fice next to impossible — The cobra di capello — History a great 



[omiooiiiarj on the pover of vice — Mark Autoiij— 

llicburd llrtnsle; Sheriilan— Vice ciieIilvfs g^nt a 

bo{>i^-Tlie plea of tlis navilinle— Tbo dogs of Egypt— A litB^ 

indiilgcutB dsngoroBB— Tnaso'j toiglita in AriniJa's isle — Inrfi 

Ible hooki — The bird — 'tba watch — Mohunmed mid the poison 

Ehailiar — Horace Mnun's thought — Iteliginn 



iiard-- 



..Pnge! 



CHAPTER X. 



Fatriucliiil lifb^A.brahun and Lot — Lot and the vole at Sodam— 
HIi disappointment and coin— The jouth and BBilty pleasures— 
Huioel's indication — IKiappoiutmeiit of proHigates—Testimonf 
of a TBleran— Why vice is pursued— Passion a tyrant-— The dmnt^ 
ud — The quagmire — Menul slavery — Dr. Morion— Eitr 
Byron— Ueorga Woohs— The iudden desire— The temptiiiiou— Tl^ 
crime— Hhiuue afMr a Ilrst fsU— Rum at the vicious a Oioral a 
telDby— Snlft destruction- Reginulcl- His cbarixter— His 
era— Hij fall— Scene in Uia sick-ruom— Ills pastor's visit— Last 
words — Legions of such youth — Kuin a Dridreu9— lUvors »itU 
many mouths -Arthur's viat to the city — HssljmUou— 'ITie 
oriiae — Prison scene — The death hour — Yonng lUHU addressed — 
Ruin souctlmea deloj'cd — SclfcunEdeuce — The furlHus rlili^ — 
Risks— Two facta— Crime— How it begins— The ogouUcd mother^ 
English criminals— Effects of vice on the physlcsl eonstitutlna- A 
vielim ilesoribod — Kemorse — Vibcount Keiiiouir — Oliver Ooll^ _ 

imilh — Spirsi — Death — Judgment to come 

CHAPTER XI. 



The voices of home — Vice renders a young man dea 
Toices— Bad bools— Impure pictures— Their Influence 
novels lujurioua — Oue ciiiss of novels leads lo another — The ] 
ptes, the breukcri, and the nnder-curreut— The cnulioo toi 
KiperlencB of novel-renders- CJootation from Dante — ^Novi 
ers CUD not escape without some evil — The river aiid its bed-*^ 
Wioied companions — Their pleasure to corrupt— Air and m 



12 CONTENTS. 



Novices and their seducers — ^The turning-point — The bird and its 
prey — Finished seducers — The gambler described — The liber- 
tine—How he tempts — ^The harlot — Fate of her victim — ITia 
skeptic — ^Uis character — His seductions — Character cf the cham- 
pions of infidelity — ^All the wicked to be avoided — Appeal -Page 212 

CHAPTER XII. 

OOUETSHIP AND MARBIAOE. 

The barren rock and the cloud'of dust — Forest trees and riven 
springing from small beginnings — Human blindness to the works 
of nature — Blindness to the results of human actions — Courtship 
a serious theme — ^Erroneous views of courtship — ^False views of 
marriage — ^The high ends contemplated in marriage — Right opin- 
ions necessary to avoid debasement — Safety of right views — Ne- 
cessity of caution in the choice of a bride — Care needed at the 
beginning — ^Accomplishments no substitute for solid excellences^ 
Hannah More — Qualities to be sought in a young woman — ^Fru- 
gality — ^Industry — Sobriety — Intelligence and good sense — ^Amia- 
bility — Pleasing countenance — Moral influence of early court- 
ghip— Affection necessary to honorable marriage — Social equal- 
ity—Marriage for money hateful — Skeptical women to be 
avoided — ^No haste to marry— Stability — Wrong to violate prom- 
ises of marriage through fickleness — Are such promises never to 
be violated — Courting at night censured — ^William Cobbett's court- 
skip— Concluding note • 238 



4 



goung S»n*s dCouiiscIor. 



YOUTHFUL DAY-DREAMS DISSOLVED. 



/^^IVE me your hand, my dear young friend, J 
Q^ and I will lead you to the dark paasagei I 
and the rugged steepa, whose forbidding shaduw*:! 
fall gloomily on the highway of life. I will alsfl 
conduct you to the green and sunny spots whereoid 
you may indulge in innocent delights. Open yonj 
heart to my counsels. I will teach yon 1 
escape the teeming dangers wliich, like troops otM 
ill'omened phantoms, wait in the "slippery plai 
of youth, seeking his destruction. I will un 
to you the secrets of soccess nod of eminence i 
this life, and the sure means of winning a cronitj 
of glory in the next. 

It is, without doubt, a very joyous thought t 
13 



14 THE YOUNG MAN'S COUNSELOR. 

•you that you have become a young man. Man- 
hood has long been the fairy-land of your boy- 
hood's reveries. Your full heart swells, as ^ou 
exclaim : 

** TLqae on my brow liath set his seal ; 
I start to find mjself a man." 

Your spirits flow in rich currents of feeling, 
and your lively imagination paints the most invit- 
ing pictures of the future. To you, life is as the 
lovely vale of Arno, with its enchanting scenery 
of groves and gardens, grottoes, palaces, and 
towers; its transparent lakes, delicious air, and 
sunny skies. You can comprehend the poet, who 
Bays: 

•*To sanguine youtVs enraptured eye, 
Heaven has its reflex in the sky, 
The winds themselves have melody, 

Like harp some serapH sweepeth ; 
A silver decks the hawthorn bloom, 
A legend shrines the mossy tomb, 
And spirits throng the st-arry gloom, 

Her reign when midnight keepeth." 

It seems a pity to dim so fair a vision. I feel 
sad, as I proceed to break the sweet enchantment, 
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and by touctiing it with the waad of truth, 
overcast it with clouds and storms. But I shoul^ 
not be a faitliful friend if I did not aaaii 
that these rosy anticipationa are destined to I 
followed by disappointment. You must ai 
learn the truthfulness of the following sweetlj^ 
solemn strain : 

" Litae we dream, nhen life la new, 

And nature &eah and tail to view. 

When throlis the h^iirt to pleasure true. 
An if for tiiiught It »'niited~ 

That jciir by jcar, and ray by my, 

RD(naQce'a sunlight diea away, 

And long lieturo the bajr is gray 
• Th.~ heart is diaenciianted." 

Let US walk forth into the fields, and learn i 
lesson from yonder husbandman. Ha is casting 
baudfuls of seed broadcast upon the upturned soil. 
A moment's reflection teaches you that very much 
of the furthcoming harvest depends upon that 
BOwer and his seed. If he has properly chosenfl 
and prepared the eoil; if the seed be of higl 
qnalitj; if it be sown in proper qaaatlCy, and ' 
harrowed with all due skill, the eonditions of « 
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good and abundant harvest are fulfilled^ and may 
be reasonably expected. But if he has scantily 
sown poor seed in an un genial and neglected soil, 
a good harvest is out of the question. The appli- 
cation of this figure to yourself is e^.sy. You are 
now a sower of seed on the field of life. These 
bright days of youth are the seed-time. Every 
thought of your intellect, every emotion of your 
heart, every word of your tongue, every principle 
you adopt, every act you perform, is a seed, whose 
good or evil fruit will be the* bliss or bane 
of your aftertime. As is the seed, so will be the 
crop. Indulge your appetites, gratify your pas- 
sions, neglect your intellect, foster wrong princi- 
ples, cherish habits of idleness, vulgarity, dissipa- 
tion, and in the after years of manhood you will 
reap a plentiful crop of corruption, shame, dcgra- 
dation, and remorse ; and, it may be, 

" Year by year, alone 
Sit brooding in the ruins of a life, 
Nightmare of youth, the specter of ycundf,^ 

But if you control your appetite, subdue youi 
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passions, firmly adopt and rigidly pmctirse right 
principles, form tabits of purity, propriety, sobri- 
etjj and diligence, your harrcst will bo one of 
honor, heijtli, happiness; and 



Waira 



k joii nobl J." 



That you have reached the period of youth, i 
therefore, for you, a ■ very serioua fact. " Great J 
destiaies lie shrouded" in your siriftly'paasiD 
hours. Great respousiblHtica stand in the paa ' 
sages of every-day life. Great dangers lie hidden 
in the by-patha of life's great highway; and sirens, ' 
whose song is as charmiug as the voice of Calypso, ■ 
are there to -allure you to destruction. Great i. 
certainty hangs over your fiiture history. God-* 
has given yott existence, with full power and 
opportunity to improrc it, and bo happy. Ha ] 
has given you equal power to despise tbe gift,, 
and be wretched. Which you will do, ia the J 
grand pcoblem to be solved by your choice and J 
conduct. To you, so young, go inexperienced, ec 1 
susceptible of evil, so ospable of good, so full of I 
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Stormy feelings, so unsettled in opinion, is com* 
mittei the awful trust of your future happiness.* 
i'our bliss or misery, in two worlds, hangs poised 
in the balance. The manner in which ^u spend 
your youth will turn the scale for weal or for woe. 
Verily it has been well said, that the season of 
youth is a critical period. Critical, indeed ! And 
I would, if possible, engrave the thought, in inef- 
faceable letters, on your susceptible heart, and 
make you feel how much the fashioning of your 
destiny, which hitherto has been more in the 
hands of others than in your own, is now confided 
to your discretion. 

As a boy, at home, you have sailed upon the 
calm waters of a quiet river, in a bark carefully 
furnished by a mother's love, and safely guided by 
a father's skill. Now you are sailing through the 
winding channels, the rocky straits, the rapid, 
rushing currents, at the river's mouth, into the 
gr\;at sea of active life. And here, for the first 
time, you are in command of the vessel. On your 
skill and caution depends the safety of the pas- 
isage. Neglect the rules laid down on the chart 
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df experience by previous navigators, take passiovv 
fur a pilot, place folly at the helm, uad your barn 
nil. shortly He a pitiful wreck oa the rocks, or baq 
BO damaged as to peril your Eafety oa the comiu 
voyage. But study well tho intricacies and dat 
gers of your course, take counsel of esperience, let 
caution be your pilot, and, without doubt, you 
escape rock, current, eddy, and whirlpool, aod|J 
with slreanicrcd masts and big wllite sail, 
gayly forth to dare and conquer the perils of thai 

Among the fascinntirig stories of the Oriei 
is one which desoribea an enchanted hill, whosftj 
•summit concealed an object of incomparahlaj 
worth. rt was offered as a prize to him nhal 
should ascend the hill without looking behtndj 
him. But whoever ventured to eecure this tre 
ure was told that. If he did look backward, 
should bo instantly changed into a etone. Many a ' 
princely youth, allured by the tempting prize, had 
ventured up that fatal hill; and as many had been 
changed to stones. For the adjacent groves wera ■ 
filled with muBt melodious voices, and with blrdi |l 
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ot sweetest song, whose bewitching strains and 
enticements followed each youth as he ascended^ 
till he suffered his innate curiosity to control his 
hopes and fears — turned his head^ and instantly 
became a stono. Hence^ said the story^ the hill* 
side was covered with stones. 

I To every young man, life is such an enchanted 
hill, with its thousands of alluring voices and its 
unnumbered victims, who, prompted from within 
themselves, have listened to some fatal charmer 
of the senses, and have perished. Yet no one 
of them ever fell of necessity. Had they re- 
pressed the inward desire of evil, by directing 
the energy of their souls after the great prizes 
of religion and virtue, they would have become 
conquerors; for outward things have power only 
in proportion to the disposition of the mind to 

j be affected by them. Why, for example, does 
the sublime and beautiful scenery of the Alps 
awaken no emotions of beauty or sublimity in tho 
breast of the muleteer, whose life is spent in trav- 
ersing their passages? And why does that same 
scenery hold the reflective and religious mind in 
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rapt (idmiratiou? The answer is simple, Lut a 
nificaut. Between nature and the muleteer therg 
exists no g^mpathy. He ia hardened against heF'l 
But tliQ Boul of ttio medicative and cultivated i 
is in harmony with her charma. Hence, over 
former she has no power while she inapires 
latter with rapture. So with the charms of vi 
they fall powerless upon Rilnds which, eased iaj 
the mail of virtue, are proof againat them; t 
they are omnipotent to those whose undlscipliT) 
passions arc looking out upon life with prurii 
curiosity. Such joung men are doomed to illu^ 
trate the f:ible of the orient, and to lie along t 
highways of life, hardened, nndone, and lest. 

The young man can not, therefore, fail to t 
that he carries the most potent of all sources n 
danger in his own breast. Within himself, as I 
malignant asp lay concealed in the basket 
flowers brought to Cleopatra, lies his dcstroyerS 
Unless you sufier your own passions to eserciai 
lordship over your reason and conscience, you o 
not be greatly hRrnied, But herein lies your peril^ 
nt the present epoch of yuur 11 le. I'as 
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ritrong, because reason is weak; desire eager, be 
cause it must not be gratified. Your heart is a 
volcano of feeling, ever heaving, and seeking, 
especially when in presence of the outward 
tempter, to OTcrflow your life with vice and abom- 
ination. There is a disposition in your soul to 
respond to the fatal yoices which solicit your 
senses to trespass upon forbidden grounds. And 
herein — I solemnly repeat it — lies your most 
^ imminent danger. 

These views are certainly sufiicient to dim the 
luster of those day-dreams of life, so natural and 
so universal in young men. Perhaps you consider 
them too somber and gloomy in their aspects. 
You complain that I have dipped my pen in the 
too sober hues of autumn, when I ought to have 
written with the bright drops which sparkle like 
jewels on the gay blossoms and painted flowers 
of spring; that I have caused you to despond, 
when I should have stimulated your hopes and 
excited your courage. But such is not my inten- 
tion, nor should aught I have said occasion the 
least despondency; it should only awaken caution 
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cnutioii, the parent of safetj, the companion of I 
aueccsfl. Know jou not that diingera are not to I 
be overeome bv blindly ruahing among themPJ 
The wisest and best men are tlioy who, like 
gTpatest generals, take distinct cognixanee of thcifl 
dangers, and prepare with proper foreonat to c 
come them. Napoleon, that groat master of war,'j 
never failed to calculate npon, and to provide bo- I 
forehand for every imaginable difficulty. Had his 
lieutenant, the unfortunate Genenil Dupont, acted 1 
on the same principle in Spain, the defeat he suf'1 
fared at Baylen would not have tarnished the luster 
of hie early fame, nor rested as a aput on the mil- 
itary glory of France. But he failed of fully ap- 
prehending the perils of hia position — was envoi- J 
oped between two armies, and ingloriously defeated. I 
And you, young man, unless you view life as ii 
unless you substitute the sober lessons of experi- 
ence for the brilliant fancies of imagination, will I 
find your Baylen, whore you will lie, crest-fallfn and 1 
crushed, between the vices of your own nature a 
the evil influences of ricioua society. 

Up, then, with a heroic spirit, and gird yourst 
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for mortal conflict with the great Apollyon who 
bestrides your pathway ! If he has subdued thou- 
sands^ thousands have also subdued him. And 
you, too, may be his conqueror. Look courage- 
ously at the chart of your intended voyage. If, 
by every sunken rock and beneath every dash- 
ing wave, there lies the wreck of youth who per- 
ished untimely, there is also a haven, beyond the 
sea, into which "a thousand times ten thousand and 
tlwusands of thousands** have triumphantly entered 
in defiance of stormy winds and roaring waves. 
You may do the same, if you will take timely 
heed to your ways. Success is before you, if you 
resolutely and wisely seek it. As says a modern 
writer, " The seas of human life are wide. Wis- 
dom may suggest the voyage ; but it must first look 
to the condition of the ship, and the nature of the 
merchandise to exchange. Not every vessel that 
sails from Tarshish will bring back the gold of 
Ophir. But shall it, therefore, rot in the harbor? 
No ! Give its sails to the wind !'' 

And so say I. Yield your young heart up cheer- 
fully to the battle of life. Calculate upon diifi- 
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culty; but calculate also upon success; only be 
sure you do it wisely. To aid you in this task, 
and to point out the safe road to eminence on 
earth and to glory in heaven, is the object of the 
succeeding chapters. Follow my counsels, and in 
your old age you will be like the trees in Alcinou's 
garden, which were covered with blossoms and 
laden with fruit at the same time; in eternity, you 
will flourish as a choice plant in the garden of 
God. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE CORNER-STONE OF A SUCCESSFUL LIFE. 

RICH man once undertook to erect a mag 
nificent mansion. With free and lavish ex- 
penditure, he raised its walls, and adorned it, 
within and without, to suit his taste. When 
finished it was a stately and majestic pile of archi- 
tecture. But, before it was ready for occupation, 
large apertures became visible in the walls. The 
floors and ceilings began to sink, and it was pro- 
nounced unsafe for habitation. The unwise owner 
had been in such unpardonable haste, as to neglect 
proper precautions in laying the foundation. He 
had built that massive structure upon an unsound 
surface, instead of digging down deep into the 
ground after the solid rock. There was no rem- 
edy but to take it all down and begin anew. This 
he was unable to do, having already exhausted a 
large proportion of his entire fortune in its con- 
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Btruetion. He was obliged, therefore, to lea^e it 
to dccny and ruin — to mourn at kisnrc over the 
irreparable fully he was too hasty and too thought- 
less to avoid at the bcginoiiig, 

I want the young man to give this, my simple 
parable, an appUciitioa to liis own life, since he is 
and muat be engaged in the construction of a char- 
acter for tno worlda. Hia actions and motives are 
to compoae itf materials. These, as they accumu- 
late, will ^ve it form and subsistence. It will be 
good or evil, a shelter or a curse, according to 
their quality. Composed of evangelically-virtuous 
and noble acts, it will afford quiet, honor, and com- 
fort in this life, and, in the life to come, an abode 
with the blessed. Composed of unprincipled and 
irreligious conduct, it will yield Mm unrest, shame, 
disgrace in this world, and cternai infamy in tho 
next. 

How vastly important, then, for a young man tc ' 
lay a foundation suited to the structure ho designs ' 
to erect 1 It would be the apex of folly to think 
of [iliicing a virtuous superstructure upon a. sub- 
nrudure of vice. I apprehend no sensible young 
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man deliberately resolves to build a bad character. 
Yet many, wbo designed to be right in the end, 
begin by indulging in follies which they intend tc 
repudiate at length. This is building on the sand} 
for whether they are aware of it or not, the struc- 
ture is beginning to rise, and every day's actions 
add to its dimensions. Nevertheless, the founda- 

(^ tion is unsound. 

( Other young men, who avoid these indulgences, 
and pride themselves on a spotless morality, are, 
notwithstanding all this, also building their char- 
. acters on the sand. W hy are they moral? B e- 
cause they wish to be respectabl e. Why do they 
refrain from the wine-cup, the card-table, the the- 
ater, the house of " her whose feet take hold of 
death P** Because they are too proud to be vicious. 
Why are they diligent, studious, careful of their 
reputation ? B ecause they are ambitioua of succes s 
in life . But what stability or solidity is there in 
pride or in ambition ? Alas ! they are but as the 
sand ! The first rushing flood of tempting circum- 
stances may wash them, and the character that 

[Stands upon them, to utter destruction ! 
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What, then, is the true foundation of character? 
Where is that solid rock which will afford a firm 
resting-place for a virtuous life — a sure support 
for the noblest and most exalted character? 

To this question, so big with importance to every 
young man, I answer, in the notable language of 
8t. Paul, ''Other foundation can no man lai/ 
than that is laid, wniCH is Jesus Christ ;'' which 
means that the corner-stone of every thing truly 
noble in human character, of every thing really 
great and honorable in human life, is a saving 
faith in Jesus Christ. Without this, his earthly 
well-being is a "dread uncertainty/' the "black- 
ness of darkness" encircles his grave, and clouds 
his prospect of immortality. But with it, true to 
the teachings of the divine lledeemer, he may be 
sure of rising to at least a tolerable degree of 
social eminence, to moderate plenty, to honor and \ 
immortal life. 

The temporal advantages of an early religious 
life are not sufficiently considered by most young 
men. They blindly conclude that success in this 
life is the exclusive heritage of the worldling; that 
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devotion to God is the surrender of present advan- 
tages and the price of eternal salvation Never 
was any supposition more false. It is contrary to 
both experience and Scripture. True, in the in- 
fancy of Christ's religion, and in seasons of perse- 
cution, the martyred confessor mounted his tri- 
:imphal chariot, from the flames of his pyre, and 
woa his crown of life by sacrificing all terrestrial 
things. But you, young man, live in a land whose 
institutions ye molded, and whose inhabitants are 
influenced, to a great extent, by the teachings of 
Jesus. 

Hence, you may safely calculate upon real 
izing the apostolic maxim, that ^^ godliness is prof- 
itahle FOR ALL THINGS, having the promise of the 
LIFE TIIAT NOW IS, and of that which is to come," 
You may reasonably expect that, if ^^^ou seek firs* 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, all these 
[worldly] things shall he added unto you^ 

The benefits of a pious life are beautifully exhib- 
ited in the third chapter of Proverbs. There re* 
ligion is strikingly personified as a lovely woman 
standing at the portals of life's great highway, and 
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greeting cacli joyous youth, as lie enters, with 
clmrmiDg words and alluring gilYs. Ab be eagerly 
inquires after happiness, Ehe exclaims, "Happy u 
the man that JindHh icisdom, [religion,] aTid tlu 
man thai gellclh understanding." 

But the youth sees the glitter of gold, the spark 
ling of jewels, and the profits of merchandise, in 
tempting heaps, before him. His heart swells with 
namoless desires after the as yet unknown pleas- 
ures of sense, and he hesitates to submit to his 
beautiful teacher. To decide his unsettled mind, 
she adds : " Tlie merchandise of it [religion] it 
belter than the merchandise nf nliicr, and the gain 
thereof t&im fine gold. She is more precious than 
rvhies; and AtL THE things tdod canst desiile 
are Twt to he compared unto liXr." 

This is promising much; but the eye of the 
youth lingers still on the sensuous and gaudy offer- 
ings of Gcnso and mammon. IHs charmer, there- 
fore, proceeds to say, "Length of days it in her 
right hand, and in her hfi, hand, RIGIIKS AND 
HONOR, ffer ways are ways of pkasantneifSy a?»J 
oM her j>atht are •peace." 
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Here are included^ health, long life^ prosperitjr^ 
cmiDeuce among men, tranquillity, and quietude 
of conscience, as the results of beginning life 
aright; and, as if to meet the last wish of the 
most aspiring soul, she crowns this pyramid of 
blessings with a wreath from paradise, exclaiming 
that ^^ she is a tree of life to them that lay hold 
upon her;" by which is implied that the blessed 
gifts of religion, in this world, are to be succeeded 
by a life of unending glory in the next. Could 
more than this be offered? Nay, there is nothing 
left to be desired. Only surrender your heart to 
the sway of piety — approach your Creator, and en- 
treat him to bind you to religion, with the soft 
bands of that love which "many waters can not 
quench " — and you may view this world with that 
confidence which cries, " The Lord is my Shep* 
herd; I shall not want;*' and the next, with that 
hope which triumphantly exclaims, " J/ tJie earthty 
house of this tabernacle he dissolved, we have a build' 
ing, not made with hands, eternal, and in the heavens " 
/ I do not affirm that a religious life is the only 
toad to temporal prosperity and spcial superiority. 
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Ri<thes, hoDor, power, and long life, are ofteD | 
gained by men who are "an aliomination in tho i 
aighl of God." Superior genius will^ of itself, 
irin popular admiration, and command civic or po- 
litical honors. Brilliant business talents will make 
tbeir possessor a desirable and prosperous man. A 
strong physical constitution is favorable to longev- 
ity. And even duplicity, knavery, or overreacting 
ID trade, may fill a man's coifcrs with unholy gain. 
Often, indeed, do the morally vilo, the enemies of 
Christ, climb to the high places of cartb. But > 
their gain is their portion. Their advantage is i 
apparent, and not real. Beneath a gay and attract- 
ive exterior, they carry a sad and heavy heart. 
To real contentment, to inward tranquillity, to 
genuine happiness, every godless man is an utter ' 
stranger, however high or briliiant may be bis 
worldly position. What irreligious worldling, how- 
ever proud his sucoeas, ever, in a candid mora 
mado a profession of happiness since thtt days of 
Cain? Not one ! On tho other hand, multitudes 
of the world's most honorud and applauded hcroea 
have groaned forth the lamentable cry, "Our inin- 
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ery is greater than we can endure!'' amidst pro- 
fosiona of honors, riches, offices, and plaudits. 
Kings, princes, senators, philosophers, merchants, 
warriors, and orators, without number, when at 
the hight of their ambition, have signed the dec- 
laration of that wise monarch, who said of this 
world, " Vanity of vanities, all is vanity P* Let 
me show you the hearts of some of these, as they 
are revealed in their own recorded confessions. 

Voltaire, one of the most brilliant of the sons 
of genius, whose friendship was courted by power- 
ful kings, and whom the people delighted to honor, 
speaking of life, said, "Life is thickly sown with 
thorns; and I know of no other remedy than to 
pass quickly through them/' 

Lord Chesterfield, a British noblemaft, a man 
who made pleasure his chief pursuit, rich in titles, 
lands, wit, learning, and opportunity, after com« 
paring life to a dull, tasteless, and insipid journey, 
said, "As for myself, my course is already moro 
tban half passed over, and I mean to sleep in the 
coach the rest of the journey." 

Byron, that highly-gifted but deeply-sinning 
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oUld of tbe Musea (iGsi^viDea hi 
folVowiog soiTowfui linGs: 

•'AIhbI EtiadelnEiaaaUi 

The future cheats lu from of 



To these melancholy confessions we might add 
those of Nelson, Talleyrand, Bandolph, and a host 
beside, who, in similar language, have given une- 
quivocal teatimoay to the absolute imposaihiHty of 
combining genuine enjoyment with a me rely- worldly 
life. And where is the young man who can envy 
the literary plory of Voltaire, the fashionable pre- 
eminence of Chesterfield, or the blazing luster of 
Byron's genius, while he beholds the first so tor 
lured wHh the thorns of life, the second so horri- 
fied with its ennui, the third so tormented with 
remorse and fear, that a hasty flight, a blind for- 
getfulness, or a reckless leap into the great deep 
of consequences, is their highest consolatioa? 
Alas! how pitiful, how inexpressibly mournful, the 
fliiiht, to see minds inimortul su torujcuted, nod so 
hopelessly wrc'ched 1 
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How beautiful is the contrast between the gloom 
of these brilliant worldlings and the lofty cheerful- 
ness of the great Christian apostle I He ranked 
not; like them^ with the lordly, the great; the 
royal; but was accounted as ^^ tlie filth and off* 
Kouring of all things.*' His persecutions and suf- 
ferings rained on his head, and raged around his 
steps in incomparable fury. Yet there he stood, 
firmly and calmly, amidst the foaming of the storm^ 
his feet resting on the solid rock of Christ's prom- 
ise, his eyes fastened on the love and mercy of 
God, which, brighter and lovelier than the rain- 
bow, spanned the heavens; his heart beating with 
the glad pulsations of immortal life, and his tongue 
e:iving utterance to the sublime language of confi- 
dence, exclaiming, " Our light affliction, which is 
hut for a moment, worketh for us a far more ca> 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory T* Tell me, 
young man, if this noble bearing, this divine tri- 
umph, under the sorest of present ills, is not of 
more value than all the pleasures of sense, the 
pomp of power, or the luxuries of wealth ! How 
infinitely preferable, therefore, must be a life 
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conaeorated to religion, in its prime, to a, life of , 
even profltjible sin 1 To every innocent gratification j 
that earth can give to t!ie senses, religion joinB a 1 
sweet repose of spirit, wliich mnst be ever un- 
bnotro to those whose soula are not in harmonj I 
with their Creator. Tor, as the Abbe Mesnais | 
has beautifully said, "While a sinful life engen 
dera sufiering, and n sorrow is always hidden a\ 1 
the bottom of a forbidden joy, calmness, on i 
contrary, serenity, unvarying contentment, are the 
lot of a pure eonauienEe. It resemhies tho epar- 
row, sweetly reposing in its nest, while the tem- 
pest abroad bends and breaks the tops of tha ! 

Who has not heard of those triumphs of art and 
labor, by which the waters of the Croton and of 
Coohituate lake are made to flow, in iron arteries, 
through the streets, and into the very chambers of 
the citizens of two great American cities? Lot 
ns BuppoBo that these waters, by soma mysterioui 
change, bccomo insipid and even poiaonous. Con. 
fusion, disappointment, and oven intense suffering, 
ire the immediate results. Amidst the universal 



88 THE YOUNG MAN'S COUNSELOR. 

dismay of sucb. a misfortune^ two men appear he- 
fore the city councils^ with specifics for the healing 
of the waters. 

^'I/' affirms the first, ^'have a powder, a pinoli 
of which will heal a gallon of the water, and 
render it sweet as before." 

The city fathers look joyfully at each other. 
Water is brought. The powder is infused with 
eager haste; each official sips a drop or two, and 
pronounces it delicious. The powder is equal to 
the claims of the inventor. Eulogy is exhausted 
in its praise. They inquire the price of this great 
discovery; and are about to conclude a contract 
for its purchase, when the second man steps up, 
saying, 

"Gentlemen, I have a specific, which, cast intc 
the springs of the lake or the river, will heal the 
whole forever." 

The city fathers are incredulous at first. But 
the man is earnest and evidently sincere. He de- 
mands a bond for an immense price, to be paid if 
ho fulfills his promise. Otherwise, he asks noth- 
ing. Now, if these city fathers were wise, with 
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wliioli of these men, think you, they would con- 
clude a contract? Judge for tlietn, joung man, 
if they ought not, at almost any cost, to purchase 
the speeifie which would entirely remove the evil 
at once. 

Need I laakE an application of this illustration ? 
Can you not already perceive its force, and feel its 
bearing on yourself? Know you not that lhe~l 
heart, originally pure as the spriuga of Paradifo, 
has become radioally unclcaa 1 that its natural 
streams flow forth in bitterness exceeding the taste 
of aloes, and in pollution more vile than the spumy 
waves of a turbid sea ? Hence, it follows that life 
becomes a "heritage of woe." To escape from 
this woo, every young immortal looks out of him- 
Eclf for help. Before bim stands the genius of 
this world, inviting to the " liist of the fiaJi, itt^ 
lua of the eifOL, and to the pride of life." There, I 
also, is the radiant form of Keliglon, inviting him 
to the cross of Christ, to virtue, and tti hoavcn. 
The fofnier daros not promise more than occasional 
hours of delight, and mokes no pretense to heal 
the xpriogs of misery, which are ever sending 
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their streams of sorrow througli the life. Tlie 
latter, like Elisha standing with his cruse of salt 
at the waters of Jericho, boldly promises to heal 
those springs, and to convert the heart into a 
living fountain of tranquil joy, capable of yielding 
sweet satisfaction under every variety of outward 
circumstance. 

Say, then, young man, which is the choice of 
wisdom? As a mere question of advantage during 
the present life, ought you not to lay a foundation 
of evangelical piety ? I appeal to the tribunal of 
your reason. I demand the verdict of your intel- 
lect. To enforce that, I implore the authority of 
your conscience. With your reason and conscience 
on the side of religion, I beg you to yield a sub- 
missive will. And, hearken ! A higher voice than 
mine supports this appeal. From Him whom the 
^^ heaven of heavens can not contain^* a sound^ 
^^ stilly small,^* but thrilling, steals into every young 
man's heart, saying, " Wilt thou not, from this 

TIME, CRY UNTO ME, My FaTHER, THOU ART THE 
GUIDE OP MY youth!" 

Take heed how you despise this appeal of your 
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Creator. Look at your life in its relations to him ] 
and to eternity Contemplute jour deatiuicB from. 
that " bight trhich no duration limitSj where Hope 
Boreada in imnieiisity her indefutigahle wings; 
where you. can feel within yourself a secret force, 
which bears you above all time, as a light body 
rises from the depths of the sea. From this tight J 
look into this narrow valley, where the first term 
of your existence is to be accomplished." And I 
thus, with both worlds before you, come to the 
great decision to lay your foundation surely and I 
steadfastly on Ilira who la the "Kock of Agea." 

To be Buocessful in life, to rise above the com- J 
mon herd of mankind, a young man requires t 
tain elements of character; all of which are at- 1 
tainable through the power of religion, and many ' 
of which moat young men never will attain without 
that power. lie must possess in'teositv, that he 
may win public confidence; inteluoence, that he 
may command respei't; industry, that he may J 
collect honey from the flowers of trade; economy 
and frugality, to preserve hia gains; eneroy, by 
which to Burmount obstacles; and tart, to enaMe^l 
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him to adapt himself to the openings of Provi 
dencc, and to make him the man for the hour ot 
opportunity. These qualifications aro^ to succew 
in life^ as foundations of jasper to a royal palace. 
Whoever possesses them can not he an inferior 
man. To that man who retains them^ life can Dot 
be a failure. Nay, he must rise to social superior- 
ity; he must win a commanding influence. And, 
hear me, young man ! These elements of success 
are all attainable, in a greater or less degree, by 
every youth who will cordially embrace, and faith- 
fully adhere to, the religion of Christ; as I will 
endeavor to prove, in the succeeding chapters. 
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INTEGRITY NECESSARY TO SUCCESS IN LIFE 



ENTEGItlTY signifiea incorruptibility, Bound- ] 
ncsa of heart, uprightneas. A man of integ-1 
rity is always loyal to his sense of right. His \ 
adheaioii to tho principles of rectitude is so strong, J 
that nothing can break it. No motive U suffi-^ 
ciently powerful to move him from the straight I 
line of duty. Money can not purchase his consent J 
to a wrong action. Pleasure can not entice 1: 
from the ways of justice. The pleadiogs of love, I 
the yearnings of friendship, the threateninga of 1 
enmity, arc alike powerless to move bis eteady S' 
from its purpose to abide faithful to its convic- _ 
tions. To the wicked in high places, who wouldj 
flatter him to turn aside from truth, fur the sake 
of their favor, be indignantly responds, "Shall I | 
■ell my principles for human praiso ? for that 

' Wild wrealh of »ii^ 
TIal fiske of iiuuboir, fl^io^ au the htghett 
Fown of nieu's deeds?' " 
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Ever tmo to liis principles^ his actioin and hiii 
duties are as 

** Consonant cords that shiver to one note." 

If duty calls him to rise up singly in defense of 
truth, like Noah, preaching to a world of sinners, 
he stands, in the noblest sublimity of moral char 
acter, 

** Like a Dniid rock, 
Or like a spire of land, that stands apart, 
Cleft from the main." 

If exposed to the wrath and violence of ungodly 
men; if the enemies of right raise threatening 
tempests about his head ] if they pour forth floods 
of enmity to wash him from his high moral posi- 
tion, he remains unmoved and unawcd at his 
chosen post: 

** Standing like a stately pine, 
Set in a cataract on an island crag, 
When storm is on the liights, and right and left. 
Sucked from the dark heart of the long hills, roll 
The torrents dashed to the vale." 

The reply of Kossuth, the renowned hero of 
Hungary, furnishes a beautiful illustration of this 
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virtue, lie had escaped the pursuit of tne tri- 
ampliBDt ('ossacks, and sought proteutioa at the 
hands if ihc Sultan of Turkey. Safety, wealth, 
military command, were cheerfully offered to biiu 
by the Sultan, provided be would renounce the 
Christian religion, and emlyace the doctriaes of 
Mohammed. To refuse this condition would, foi 
aaght be kuew to the contrary, be equivalent to 
throwing himself upon the Bword of Russia, which i 
was whetted for bis destruction. But, with death J 
frowning iu hia face, the heroic Koaauth nobly 
exclaimed, " Welcome, if need be, the ax or the 
gibbet; but curses on the tongue that daroG to 
niuke to me so infamous a proposal !" 

In this fact yon see hotti the nature and the 1 
moral sublimity of integrity. The soul of Koa 
suth, long trained to a love of truth and .right, 
revolted, with indignotion, from the bare idea of 
purchasing bis life by the sacrifice of his con- 
science. To die loyal to his sense of duty, how- 
ever cruel the mode of his death, he regarded as 
infinitely preferable to life, honors, and wealth, 
with a violated conscience. This ia intef^rity. 
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An equally-strikiDg example is furnislied; in the 
conduct of XJlric Zwingle^ the illustrious master- 
spirit of the Swiss Reformation. The Pope had 
given Zwingle a small pension^ and his legate waa 
endeavoring to combat certain scruples which the 
nascent reformer indijged on the question of re- 
taining it. The spirit of reform was beginning to 
stir within him, and a dim presentiment *of his 
ultimate duty to attack the Papacy waa slowly ris- 
ing in his soul. Hence, he wished to be released 
from all ties which would hinder the freedom of 
his great mind. But the Papal legate insisted, and 
Zwingle consented to retain it awhile lonsjer, but 
added these notable words : 

"Do not think that for any money I will sup- 
press a single syllable of the truth." 

Noble Zwingle ! Glorious loyalty to the sense 
of duty which not all the wealth of the Vatican 
can induce to surrender even a sylldbh of truth I 
Toung man, this, too, is integrity. 

At the risk of being too profuse in my illustra- 
tions of this point, I will introduce yet another 
and, perhaps, more striking exhibition of this 
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essontial virtue. The interest of the circum 
BtanceSi and the hope that the moral beauty they 
disolose may strengthen the young man's allcgianoe 
to right, shall be my apology. 

The Government of Scotland had, for gcnera- 
tionS| claimed a jurisdiction over the pulpits of 
the Scottish Church, which the latter could not 
conscientiously yield. A recent enforcement of 
this ancient claim, in a particular church, followed 
by abortive efforts to secure a reform, led several 
of its most celebrated ministers to a determination 
to quit the assembly, resign their churches, and 
organize a free Church, independent of all state 
control. The execution of this purpose involved 
the sacrifice of their livings, manses, ond means 
of support. It would leave many of them poor, 
houseless, and dependent on the providence of 
God alone for support. The adherents of the state 
sneered at this resolve, and said there was no fear 
that many of them would make such a sacrifice for 
a mere scruple of conscience. The 18th of May, 
1843, however, proved to Scotland and the world 
that the spirit of the ancient Scottish Covenanter 
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yet lived in the heart of her modern sons. Iiei 
us view the scene as it transpired on that memo- 
rable day, in the city of Edinburgh. 

The gray old towers of llolyrood are alive with 
the bustle and grandeur of reflected royalty. The 
narrow streets are crowded with dense masses, 
through which the gorgeous procession of the 
queen's commissioner can scarcely force its way to 
the cathedral church of St. Giles. The levee and 
sermon past, the royal commissioner proceeds to 
St. Andrew's, to meet the General Assembly. 
Amidst the anxious beatings of many hearts, the 
house is called to order. 

Prayer is next offered, and is followed by a 
brief, deep silence. Then the polished and classic 
Welsh, who is moderator, " his pure and glowing 
spirit shining through his fragile body, like a lamp 
through a vase of alabaster,'' rises to his feet. 
With a firm, unfaltering voice, he utters a noble 
protest against the proceedings of the state. Then 
laying his protest on the table, and bowing to th^ 
commissioner, he walks toward the eastern dooi. 
This movement raises the interest of the assembly 
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to ita highest pitch.; for who could Bajhowm; 
would ahida true to principle and right in that 
stern hour of trial? Who will follow the daunt- 
Icsb Welsh? First, the white-haired Chalmers, 
with his "massive frame and lion port, springs to 
Lis side," Another and another of Scotland's 
most distinguished clergy follow Lim, till, the 
pride and flower of the Church swell the gather- 
ing stream. As thej pour out of the church, " a 
long-drawn, sobhiug sigh, a suppressed cheer of ad- 
miration and sympathy, sweeps round the church," 
from the spectators, who gaze in solemn wonder at 
the sight. Dismay and astoniahmeot mark tho 
countenances of the royal commissioner and the 
adherents of the crown. 

Outside of the church the excitement is still 
more intense. Vast masses have waited there for 
honrs, to see if the spirit of the old Covenanter 
yet lived in Scotland. "When will they come?" 
bad been asked a thousand times. 

"They will not come!" has heen as often an- 
swered hack by those who had no failh ia tho 
power of principle. 
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^' They wiU come I" has been the response df the 
old Covenanter soul. 

At length a door opens j a cry of "Here they 
come !" announces to the multitude^ and to tho 
world, that the Evangelical Church of Scotland is 
free. Instantly the whole mass of people is in 
motion. Hats and handkerchiefs are waved aloft, 
and '^a shout^ not loud, but deep and earnest — a 
shout, the voice of the heart rather than of the 
lip — bursts from the countless thousands" who 
throng street, door, window, and even house-top. 
The long agony is over. The Church is safe. 
Strongmen, who had faced the roar of battle un- 
moved, are unstrung, and the big tears gush from 
their eyes as they murmur, *' Thank God, Scotland 
is free !" " Four hundred of Scotland's best min- 
isters, and as many elders, march through that 
yielding crowd to Tanfield Hall, which is crowded 
to the roof by eag.^.r spectators. There the tremu- 
lous voice of Welsh leads in prayer, and the long* 
pent-up feelings of the assembly burst forth in 
irrepressible sobs, and tears of mingled sorrow and 
gladness. Then that multitude stands up, and 
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from "four thousand Toices there ascend the lu^fa 
and mournful strains, of tlie old llubrew fuith and 
fe&rlesBneas." 



-Godis 



IT refuge and oi 



engtii, 



Ic Dtrtuta n presetit aid ; 
Thererore, altligugh the eurtli rcmuvt;, 
Wo via oat be ufruld." 

The towera of the Cannon milla slialcc with the 
thunders of their melody; and every heiirt is 
nerved with holy fervor to lay dowa all for the 
cross and crown of Chiist.* 

The noral grandeur of this soene is, at leaet, 
equal to any recorded facts in the history of man, 
It exhibits the moral beauty of integrity. The 
Hcene owes all its suhltiuily to the fact that those 
hcroia ministers were Bufficicntly loyal to thcii 
Benee of right aod duty to prefer the loss of all 
things to its violation. And, young man, this is 
the integrity I wish you to attain, as a prime cle- 
mcF.t of success in life. 

One of the first eifecta of integrity is to eecare 
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to its possessor the confidence of society. To hay 6 
the confidence of others is to have influence over 
them; for men readily yield themselves to the 
guidance of those in whom they confide. Hence, 
a reputation for lofty integrity is better capital than 
gold; it is more persuasive than eloquence; it is 
more powerful than the sword. A remarkable ex- 
ample of its influence is furnished in the rivalry 
of Robespierre and Mirabeau, during the first 
epochs of the French Revolution. 

No two men, perhaps, ever presented greater 
contrasts Df person, ability, and character than 
these politicians. Mirabeau was of patrician blood; 
Robespierre an obscure plebeian. Mirabeau had 
the eye of an eagle, the port of a lion, the energy 
of a whirlwind, a voice of thunder, an eloquence 
which stirred men's souls, commanded the assent 
of his friends, and terrified his adversaries. Kobe- 
spierre's eyes flashed no fire, his manner was feeble 
and uncouth, his voice weak and broken, his ora- 
tory was contemptible and usually passionless. Be- 
tween such men, one would think, there could be 
no rivalry; for how could Robespierre, vain as ho 
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was, dare to compete for influence with Mirabonu ? 
Bat lie did dare; and that, too, with succcas, as 
wUl appear hy the following Bcene, wliiuh took 
place in the celebrated Revolutionary Club of the 
Jacobins, where hitherto Itlirubeau had reigned 
supreme. 

Kobespierre was speaking, one night, in the 
Club, against a decree, which, through MirabeauB 
influeuce, had that day passed the National Axseni' 
bly. Though cold and passionless in his manner, 
he, neTcrtheless, brought such severe logic to bear 
ageinst the principles of the decree, that the club ' 
greeted him with thunders of applause. Mirabeau | 
is alarmed. He sits uneasy in his presidential 1 
chair, and at length calls Robespierre to order, I 
saying, "No one must apeak against a decree 
already passed by the Assembly V 

This the Club will not endure. Loud shouts for 
Robespierre to proceed resound through the hall. 
Mirabeau mounts his chair, and afErming that the 
attack on the decree was intended to cover an 
assault upon himself, appeals to his friends, crying. 
■' Uelp, colleagues ! let all my friends surround me." 
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This was manifostly an appeal to his influenot 
over tlio Club. A few months before^ it would 
have brought a rampart of some six hundred ha* 
man breasts around him. But that night only 
thirty responded to his call. It was obviouB that 
his influeneo had passed over to Robespierre. 

What was the secret of this change ? Let the 
young man note it carefully. Mirabeau had ac- 
cepted royal gold; his political integrity had be- 
come suspected; and all his high qualifications 
were growing impotent. Robespierre — cold, self- 
ish, calculating, repulsive as he was — had con- 
trived to acquire a reputation for incorruptibility. 
Men believed that no price could purchase his alle- 
giance to republican principles. Hence, they freely 
surrendered themselves up to his influence, till 
they placed him at the head of that fearful and 
barbarous revolution, proving that, even among 
unprincipled men, there is a respect for integrity 
which molds and leads them. 

Let. me exhort you, therefore, young man, to 
cultivate the loftiest integrity, even in connection 
with the smallest matters. Are you a clerk ? See 
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f,o it that j'our niiuutest entries are strictly corruct; 
that you never appropriute one cent of your em- 
ployer's money or property to your own usefl. Deal 
with honorable exactness toward all who trade at 
your store or counting-room. EBchcw all businei* 
lUi, in Belling goods. If, in measuring or weigh- 
ing on article, you discern defects which lessen its 
?alae, boldly make them known. Do not permit a 
dishonest employer to compel you to be his instru- 
ment — his tool fur doing wrong. Let him dis- 
tinctly understand that you do not hesitate be- 
tween dishonor and dismissal. Prove, if need be, 
by the loss of your situation, that you prefer an 
honest crust to a dishonest banquet. If you are a 
inechanio, a farmer, or an artist, prosecute your 
daily tasks with the same careful diligence in the 
absence as in the presence of your employer; thus 
preying that you are " no e^e-tervant," no mere 
"man-pleaxr," but a conscientious and dignified 
young man ; doing right, not for reputation's sake, 
but because you love it, and from a sense of obli- 
gation to almighty God. 
It is by umill things that yiiu are to acr[uire 4 ' I 
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habit of integrity. The disposition of mankind ii 
to despise the little incidents of evciy-daj life. 
This is a lamentable mistake^ since nothing in tiiia 
life is really small. Every event is "great, for 
good or for evil; because of the unfathomable mys- 
teries that lie shrouded in the growth on earth of 
an immortal soul." It is only by exercising your 
principles in the daily tests of ordinary life that 
you can acquire power to stand in an extraordinary 
and truly-difficult position. It was only by habit- 
ual fidelity to his sense of duty that Luther oi 
Zwingle acquired strength to withstand the flatter- 
ing solicitations of the Pope. None but a mind 
trained, through daily tests, to an instinctive 
choice of right, could, like Kossuth, so promptly 
and unhesitatingly accept the gibbet or ax as the 
price of integrity. Any other mind would have 
paused, hesitated, employed mental casuistry, and 
looked, at least, after some excuse for yielding a 
principle and saving life. But Kossuth's mind 
settled the question as soon as it was stated; and 
thus showed itself loyal, from long habit, to virtue 
and to truth Be faithful, therefore, in that which 



in leaat; thereby acquiring the power to be faithliJ ' 
in that ivhich is great, should you ever be called to i 
auch a trial of your principles. 

Let us outer yonder countiag-room. A clerk ii 
lusy at the writiug-doek. The merchant Bits con- 
versiug at the tahle with a. brother merchant. The 
porter calls the clerk from the couutiug-room. Ab 
the door cloaes, the visiting merohaut inquires of 
his friend, 

"Ib that your chief clerk, Mr. Grcj?" 

" Yes, sir. Ue is at the head of my establish- 
ment," r'>plics the merchant. 

"Indeed! Are you not afraid to intrust sv 
young a man with so high a responsibility?" 

Mr. Grey smiles, and answers : 

"No, sir. That young man has my most im- 
plicit confidence. He has been with me from his 
boyhood. I have never known him to betray a 
single trust. Ho identifies his interests with mine. 
Ge abhors the idea of mercantile dishonesty in 
every aspect; and I would intrust him with un- 
counted gold." 

"You are fortunate to have such u cli-rk. Pe- 
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pend upon it, there are few such in our o:,j/' 
replies the merchant's friend, as, deeply musing; 
he retires from the counting-room. The conyeraa- 
tion has strongly impressed his mind. He con- 
ducts an extensive business; and, being somewhat 
advanced in life, is desirous of finding a young 
partner. The high commendation of Mr. Grey's 
clerk has fixed his attention. He resolves to ob- 
serve him, and, at a suitable opportunity, if satis- 
fied, secure his services. The result is, that the 
young clerk becomes first his partner, and then 
the owner of the business; thus securing profit 
and advancement as the reward of his integrity. 

Now, I do not say that every young man of 
sound principles will be equally fortunate, because 
capacity, address, and other elements, must be 
combined, to insure such marked and signal ele- 
vation. Yet I do not hesitate to affirm that every 
young man who resembles that clerk in his upright- 
ness of character may be sure of rising to a loftier 
hight in his profession, and to more enduring for- 
tune, than if his principles are loose, and his fidel- 
ity open to suspicion. 
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In dome of the European states scientific men i 
have recommended the insertion of lightning-rods I 
in quarries, for the purpose of attracting the elco- I 
trio fluid during a thunder-storm, and thereby ■ 
blustlng' tlie rock. The relation of those rods at I 
the splitting of a stone fitly illustrates the infla- 
enco of dishoneatj, trickery in trade, or overreach- | 
ing in any foim, apou the fame and fortune of tho I 
clerk or merchant tvho condcBcends to its practice. ] 
Every such violation of the laws of right scrrol 
&B a conductor Jo the retributive providences of'-l 
the Creator, which, sooner or later, shiver the fab-l 
rio built up by fraud into fragments. The late I 
Gideon Lee, a celebrated American merchant, and ' 
«n honest man, was accustomed to remark, that 
though "ii man may gain a temporary advantage 
by selling an article for more than it is worth, yet J 
the effect must recoil upon bimself in the shapa | 
of had debts and increased risk." Tho following 
fact, in his Ivtstury, is given to illustrate his Dpin- 



A merchant boasted, one day, in Mr. Lee's office, 

of having gained a great advantage over a neigh- i 
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bor; and thcn^ with the utmost barefiicedness, 
added; << To-day I haye obtained an advantage Dver 
you, too, Mr. Lee." 

''Well/' replied the honest man, ''that may be; 
but if you will jiromise never to enter my office 
again, I will give you that bundle of goat-skins.'' 

The unprincipled trader was so devoid of all self- 
respect, that he made the promise, took the skinsy 
and for fifteen years did not cross Mr. Lee's thresh- 
old. At the expiration of that period, however, he 
walked into his office. Mr. Lee instantly recog- 
nized him, and said, "You have violated your 
word ; pay me for the goat-skins I" 

"0," replied the man, in sorrowful tone^, "I 
have been very unfortunate since I saw you, and 
am quite poor l" 

" Yes," said the man of probity; " and you will 
always be so; that miserable desire to overreach 
others must keep you so."* 

Thus you may see that the providence of God 
has joined ultimate adversity to all violations of 



^ Quoted in Ilant^s Merchants' Maj;azme. 
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the law of joEtice, just as he has united honor and' I 
well-being with iotegritj. The. motive, therefore, I 
ia twofold — one of fear and another of attraction. ' 
Honor, advancgnient, well-being, with their rich I 
emolnments, stand jnvitiug jou to the ways of I 
tight; while disgrace, debasement, and ruin stand I 
frowning in the paths of deceit and dishonesty. I 
God hirasolf speaks to you, saying : " The housa I 
o/ the tcieked tJtuU be overthrown ; liU the laiemadt I 
of t!ie DPRIOHT s/iall Jluuriah." 

You are, doubtless, convinced of the beauty, the j 
benefit, the desirableness, of this vital element of I 
genuine success in life. Perhaps you have iQ>J 
wardly resolved to cultivate it. Animated by thtM 
examples, pleased with the beauty, attracted by tho I 
benefits of integrity, you have already said, ia 1 
your heart, "I will diligently cultivate this sub*-! 
limn virtue. With Kossuth, Zwingle, and those I 
□ubie Scotsmen, I will hold my integrity dcaret 1 
than money, honor, or life." 

This is a noblo resolve ; hut how will you keep I 
it ? Whence, amid the contagion of evil example, I 
tao lure of the apparent rewards of deceit, and the I 
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insatiable desires of your owu fitry heart, wlilub] 
will Boon be as eager, iu the strife for fume a 
furtuae, as Ilotspar in the battle-field, whence v 
you gain gtreugtli to resiBt all these temptations H 
By what aids do you intend to remain coaqueror on 
a field where niillionH have fallen ? Consider well \ 
the question of Jesus, who aska, " What kinfft 
goinij la viake ivar ngaiitit another king, silteth nal. 
down Jirat and constdlelh whether lie be able with tat \ 
thousand, to meet htm, that cometh against Mm wiA' u 
tweHly tliouiand ?" So you, eounting the diffioul^ i 
ties surrounding a. young combatant after an up- j 
right reputntion, should seriously ask, "Have X \ 
strength to overcome these obstacles ?" 

Now, I will not deny the obvious fact, that a tew 
persons have won a high meraantile reputatioa, i 
without the aid of experimental religion. Pridal 
of biiih, of character, of education, a strong ia-< 
Btinctive admiration of mercantile justice, freedom. I 
Scorn the pressure of strong solicitation, with othat! I 
DauaeSj may have eustained them under their cir-j 
onuistanccs; but I contend that no young ma 
rationally hope to pass the ordeals of life in nafotyf. < 
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unleaa his outward virtuaa derive vituHty and v 
trom an inward rellgioua Jife. To be perennial, th«'1 
stream must proceed from a living spring; to be'1 
fruitful, the tree must spread its roots in a coa« I 
genial soil : bo, to insure tLe possession of upright" 
nesa through the manifold trials of human life, 
Boul of a man must ho in harmony with its Ore- J 
ator — through faith in Him, it must deriva.! 
strength to resist wrong, to desiro and to 
tight, when standing in the pSunging torrent of I 
evil influences which is ever dashing down the | 
highways of trade. Greatly-good men are always 
"like solitary towers in the city of Godj and s 
oret passages, runniog deep beneath external nsr i 
ture, give their thoughts intercourse with higher I 
intelligences, which strengthens and controls 
them ;" and this secret intercoarso with God is | 
necessary for you, if to be greatly good is your a 
uid purpose. 

Beligion never fails to make its possessor a man I 
cf integrity. Its primary idea is a surrender of I 
tha man, eoal and body, io God and to his teach- I 
ings A deliberate casting off of any one moral I 
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printiipic, known to be a Divine preoeptj Ih 
of apostasy irora religion. It is a disavowal of ilu 
previoTiB act of aurrendcr, a. violation of the aaci 
covenant Hence, religion and integrity are 
inseparable as a cause and its sequence. To e 
brace tbe former is, of necessity, to secare i 
latter. To yield fully to the indwelling Spirit^ 
wbo chooses the religious heart fur his temple, is 
to be in a state where the loftiest and sublimest in- 
tegrity is "spontaneous and inevitable, the ont-.M 
ward blossoming and fruitfulnesa of a heavciily'J 
life. It is like the skylark's hymn, the violet's^ 
fragrance, the breath of the sweet south, the laom- J 
ing star's sweet effulgence. The soul obeys the dff" 
dres of her divine Lord with the ineffable doligh^S 
tenderness, and constancy of the bride."* 

Heligion should, therefore, be your first obje( 
of pursuit, if you desire to wear the oriiamei 
BO upright character. Place yourself in the h 
of Jesus Christ. Yield your spirit, as an instrq^J 
ment of power, to the touch of his fingers, 
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suffer him to call forth its delightful harmonies. 
Let his power he your dependence; his grace your 
strength^ Thus will your moral sense he keen, 
elear^ sensitive; your moral power, equal to the 
moet powerful tests; your integrity, of the purest 
character; and your success in life greatly pro* 
moted. 

5 
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E THINK it ia tlie GermanE who have a pret^l 
legend of a gentleman for whom some enamored 
fairy wrought a precious talisman, which had the 
power to attract all persona who came near tha 
wearer to himself. The charm wrought power- 
fullj on the companions of the fortunate nobleman, 
and he was loved with wondrous affection by a 
large circle of admiring friends. 

If such a talisman were attainable at the oofit 
of much labor, suffering, and oven of dangt 
many a young man would seek it with iDcredihl 
industry. His imagination would he charmed I 
the idea. He would be ready to attempt the a 
cent of the Andes, or the csploration of I 
dreary realms of the ice king around the poles. 

Sat when that same young man is told t&ai 
unless neutralized by moral de&cicncies, knowUe 
is really a precious talisman, commanding i 
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respect and iaflaencing iho opinions and conduct 
of ail minds witLin bis sphere of Action, elevating 
its possessor to influence, to honor, and, possibly, 
to fortune, he turns away with apathy, perhaps 
«itb Boorn, He disdains mental toil. However 
uhjaioally industrious be may be, he is iatelleotu- 
ally too lazy to read, reflect, and study. Books 
are tbe objects of his fixed dislike. He would be 
delighted to wield a commanding influence, to 
make a deep mark in the world; but he is too 
slothful, too sensuous to prosecute tho studies 
which, by expanding, strengthening, and develop- 
ing the intellect, lead to high achievements and 
eminence. Kb prefers to waste hia leisare hours 
in idle lounging, in frivolous amusement, in un- 
profitable companionships. What is the conae- 
qnenoe? It requires no prophetic afflatus to pre- 
dict that such 1 young man will spend his days in 
comparative obscurity; that on his 

"Grnjsy grave 
The lueu of future timiiS will cureless ttead 
And read his nniae ujion the scuiptured ilone; 
Nor nill the sound. fiimili]ir tn their eua, 
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The miDd 13 the glory of the man. Tho p!iweM| 
of the couateQunce to attract depends u 
the thonghtfulaesa of the soul than upon 
formity to the laws of beauty. The utmost ele- 
gance of physical formation, the most lovely an^i 
delicately-chiseled features, unless accompanied n 
high intellectual expression, cease to please, ailer 
they become familiar, while "dignity robes the 
man who is filled with a lofty thought," notwith- 
standing the symmetry of his features may 1 
iraperfect, and the proportions of bis form tin€g 
qual; and, seeing how much of snccees la liQ 
often depends upon outward impressions, it is 
portant to a young man to robe himself in 
attractive dignity of thought. 

Next to moral worth, no possession is so 
duetivo of real influence aa a highly- cultivated 
intellect. Wealth, birth, and official station may 
and do secure to their possessors an external, so- 
perficial eourtcsyj but they never did and tnej 
□ever can command the reverence of the heart. 
Fear of being injured by power, and hope of being 
benefited by wealth, induce men to offer tho itt- 
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cense of servility at tbo shrines of mammon; but 
it is Duly to the niun of large and noble soul, to 
bim who blends a cultivated mind with, ad uprigbt 
heart, that men jield the tribute of deep and 
genuine respeet. Mental superiority has often 
commanded the friendship of oourta and kings. 
It has elevated the plebeian aboVe the patrician. 
What star ever shone with purer light, or com- 
manded more admiration, in the brilliant court of 
France, than the plain, republican, but cultivated, 
Benjamin Franklin? Who ever rose to higher 
influence in the political circles of proud Eng- , 
land than Cromwell, Eldon, Burke, Canning, and 
Brougham ? To what did they owe their vast 
influence but to great intellectual power, developed I 
by slow and toilsome cultix-ation ? la the joung , 
man ambitious of high success in life ? Does lie 
aspire to rival great names? Then, let hira dili- 
gently cultivate his intellect. 

lender, on the calm, moonlit sea, gliding iu 
Bulemn majesty over the unruffled waters, is a 
'■plendid ship. Among the dark forms upon her 
deck may be discerned a pale-faced boy, some six- 
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teen summers old. He is leaning over the bul 
warks, absorbed in a dreamy reverie. His imagina- 
tion is traversing the future of his career. Filled 
with the gay illusions of hope, he peoples the yeara 
to come with images of success. He beholds him- 
self rising from post to post in his dangerous pro- 
fession, till he fancies himself the commander of a 
great fleet. He wins brilliant victories; wealth, 
honors, fame surround him. He is a great man. 
His name is in the mouth of the world. There is 
a circle of glory round his brow. Filled with the 
idea, he starts. His young heart heaving with 
great purposes, his eyes gleaming with the fire of 
his enkindled soul, his slender form expanding to 
its utmost hight, and his lips moving with energy, 
he paces the silent deck, exclaiming, "I will be a 
hero; and, confiding in Providence, I will brave 
every danger." 

Such was the romantic dream of young Horatio 
Nelson, afterward the hero of the Nile, the victor 
of Trafalgar, and the greatest naval commander in 
the world. And what young man has not had im- 
aginings equally romantic? Where is the poor 
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Bliilor-boy who hns not dreamed of glory and great- 
ness? What youDg law Ettident has not seen in 
himself a future Littleton, Coke, or Story ? Where 
is the printer's apprentice who has uot iatended to 
a Fraakliii ? What young mechanic has not, ia 
fimey, written his name beside the names of Ark- 
wright, Fulton, or Rumford? What boyish artist 
has not, in imagination, rivaled Itaphael or Michael 
Angelo? What yoathfu! orator has not gathered 
the glory of Burke, Chatham, or Patrick Henry 
around his own name ? Nay, There never was a 
young man of any advantages who did not rise to 
eminent success, in his hours of reverie. For, 
Toulh is tbe period of dreams, in which Queen 
Mab, with her fairy crew, holds undisputed reign 
over the imagination, and revels at will in the 
hall of fancy, in the palace of tlie soul. 

it why, since aU dream of greatness, do so few 
Attain it? Why stand Nelson, Story, Fulton, 
Burke, etc., alone, in the realiKation of their im- 

ngs, among ten thousand of tbeir peers, whose 
«arly dreams were as bright and as vivid as ibeii 

' Why do so few young men distioguish 
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themselves, out of the many whose hopes, purpoae^B 
tinil resolves are as rtidiant as the colors of thv-l 
rainbow? 

The answer is obvious. Yonng men are nol'il 
willing to devote themselves to that process of slow, . 
toilaomo self-culture, which is the price of great 1 
success. Could they soar to eminence on the lazy 
wings of genius, the world would be filled with 
great men. But this can never be; for what- , 
ever aptitude for particular pursuits nature may do- 
nate to her favorite children, she conducts non^.J 
but the laborious and the studious to distinction. . I 
Cicero and Demosthenes, those unrivaled orators J 
of antiquity, were diligent students, Sir William tj 
Jones, the greatest of oriental scholars; Newton,.' 
the first of philosphers; Burke, the chief of mod«T 
ern orators; Michael Angclo, the model of arlistsj j 
Haydn and Handel, those peerless masters of the j 
musical art; John Qutocy Adams, the diplomatist J 
and Statesman ; all mounted the throne of their fams'j 
step by step. Their glory gathered around theutj 
by degrees. Each added ray was the result of in- 1 
tense application. It was not genios, so much at 1 



II(TIIJ.IUENCE } 



■ ELEMENT OF SUCCESS. 



GBMHS BEDDL0U8LT CULTIVATED, that enaliled I 
them to write thcJr naiocs bo high on the pillar 1 
of fame. Great men have ever been men of I 
thougbt, aa well as men of action. As the mag- ' 
nificent river, rolling in the pride of its mighty 
waters, owes its greatness to the hidden springs 
of the mountain nook, bo docs the wide-sweeping 
influence of distinguished men date its origin from 
Lours of privacy, resolutely employed in efforU | 
after self- development. The invisible spring 
Bclf-eulture is the source of every great achicvft-"-! 
raent. 

Away, then, young man, with all dreams of bu- 
perioritj, unless you are determined to dig after'] 
knowledge as men search for concealed gold. If 1 
you lack the resolution, the manly strength of pui^-l 
pose, needed to bind you to reading, reflection, and I 
study, jou may bid adieu to all hope uf marked 1 
success. Tour destiny is settled. You will dwell 1 
in ignoble nothingness, far down the valo of ob'f 
Bcarity. Your name will be "writ in water." 

Yet, why need you surrender all your cherished 
ttopcB of distinction ? The assured fact that tho 
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great mass of the joung men of your ago will apentt I 
their youth iu frivolity and eolf-ncglect, gives tho 1 
individual who ia determined to ho a fully-devel* 1 
oped maa the greater certainty of rising ahove hia.l 
peers. Hesolve, therefore, to act a part worthy of I 
that intellect with which God has endowed youlj 
Dare to contend for the palm of superiority L 

Sueoeaa Id certain, if you do your beat; as saygj 
an eeceotrio writerj "Show me the man who hasl 
made the most of his faculties, and I will showyoul 
a being sublimated to the bight of the angelion 
nature." This is strongly expressed; but it never-l 
tbelesa contains a great truth. Every man 1 
himself the seminal principle of great excellency 1 
The reader has it, and he may develop it by eulti J 
vation, if he will try. 

Perhaps you are what the world calls poor J 
What of that? Most of the men whose 
are aa household words, were also the ohildrcn of- 
poverty. Captain Cook, the circumnavigator ot'\ 
tho globe, was born in a mud-hut, and started ia<1 
life as a cabin-boy. Nelson, England's greatest 1 
kdmiral, was only a coxswain in hia youth. Lord. \ 
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Eldon, wlio sat on the woolsack, in tlie British Pa 
liauient, for oearlj half a centurj, was the son o 
9- coal-merchant. Franklin, tlio philosopher, d 
ploiuatist, and statesman, was but a poor printer's.'! 
aoy, whose highest luxury, at oae time, was only • 
penny roll, eaten in the streets of Philadelphia I 
Ferguson, the profound philosopher, was tl 
of a half-starved weaver. Ilejne, the renowned I 
German scholiast, was horn in a poor peasant's cot. 1 
Barns, the bard of Scotland, ate the coarse brea^l 
of labor. The lamented Kirke White, the youthful 
poet, was the son of a butcher. WhiteSuld, thi^J 
most renowned of pulpit orators, was the sun of ■ 
tavern -keeper. John Wesley, the greatest eccle-^ 
Giastical legislator of his age, was the son 
poor village vicar, whose scanty income scarce sus^S 
tained his numerous children. Johnson, Goid---J 
smith, Coleridge, Keats, Crabbe, all knew 
pressure of limited circumstances; yet they n 
tbcraselves a name. They, with many others, 1 
demonstrated that limited means, or poverty e 
is no insuperable obstacle to success. Their bio- 
tory shows that the most stupendous difficultici 
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may be defied and conquered bj steadily and per 
sevcringlj cultivating the mind, and thus fitting it 
beforehand for the openings of DiTioe providence. 
Foesj never sang more truly than in the following 
beautiful lines of Longfellow, in his "Fealm of 

Life:" 

"Live* of great men all remind ns 

Wo can maka om: lives sublime, 
AoJ, ilepaning, leavo behind ni 

Footpiiats on the sands of time; 
Footprints that, perhaps, another, 

Salliag o'er life's solemn main, 
A forlorn and shipwrecked brother, 

Seeing, may take heart again." 

Up, then, young man, and gird yourself for thtifl 
work of self-cuItivatioD 1 Set a high price on yoar * 
leisure moments. They are aanda of precious gold. 
Properly espended, tUcy will procure for yoa a 
Btock of great thoughts — thoughts that will fill, 
Btir, invigorate, and expand your soul. Seize also 
on the unparalleled aids furnished hy ateam and , | 
type, ID this unequaled age. The great thoughU I 
of great men are now io te procured at priaoK' I 
almost nominal; therefore, you can easily collect * J 
y of choice authors. Public lectures are als(>-4 
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nbuadant in our Urge cities. Attend the best of | 
them, and carefully treasure up their richest idea 
But, above all, learn to reflect even more than ] 
read. Beading is to the mind what eating h 
bodj, and reflection is similar to digestion. To eal 
without giving nature time to assimilate the foo 
to herself by the' slower process of digestion, is to 
deprive her first of health, and then of life; 60j to 
cram the intellect by reading, without due reflec- 
tion, is to weaken and paralyze the mind. Hff 
who reads thus, haa "his perceptions dazzled anjl 
confused by the multitude of images presented to 
them; and this because he has not the faculty of 
pausing at everj point of interest— of weighing, 
searching, and ([ueatioiiing — of arbitrating betweein 
truth and the author — of improving hints ai 
fying conclusions. Without thought, books are thel 
sepuluhers of the soul. They not only immure i^ I 
but, like thieves in the candle, while they obscural 
its light, they consume the bodily substance, i 
■0 hasten its dissolution."*' But let thought aaS 
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reading go Iiand in hand, and the intellect wiH 
rapidly iDcrcaae in strength and in gifts. Its poa- 
Gesso r will rise in character, in potentiality, in poa 
itive influence. Ilis euccess, his moral qualitiH_ 
being equal, will be assured. 

But here I have reached a fioint of the highoS 
importance to ever; young man; and that point lOfM 
the necessity of religion to give right direction t 
the cultivated intellect. Mental power alone J 
not a guarantee of innocent and virtuous superior- 1 
ity. A life of Btudy gave the phiJosophio Baooa I 
power and renown; but the absenoe of religioUBQ 
principle left him to disgraceful deeds, which wili'l 
dim the luster of his fame forever. Men wiHV 
honor his intclkct, but despise his heart. So of f 
Lord Byron, Koussenu, Voltaire, and others. EduH 
cation is as a, mighty steum-enginc to a, ship — i% 4 
gives her power — skillfully regulated, it enables hoP J 
to mount the loftiest wave, and wage succesaful watj 
with the Hcrcest storm — directed by violence and I 
hate, it makoB her powerful to destroy — submittcj'j| 
to ignorance, it carries her to destnictioD c 
rock, or rends her to fragments in mid air. Tht;^ 1 
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education, controlled by rectitude, is powerful for^ 
giHid — swojed hy depravity, it Bpreads doBtruction 
overaoeicty, and destroys its possessor, TennyEon 
thus beautifully painta an educated mind uusaacti- , 
fied by tbe Spirit of God. He calls it 
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A gpacious gardEQ, full of 1 
A glorious devil, large in heart mid brain, 
Tbab did lore beanl; onl j—lKiiLut; Been 
In all Tuiutiei of mold and mind — 
And kuowledgc for iU beauty i or, if good, 
Only tor it> heanty." 



Permit me to conduct yon to no English villi 
as it appcarod sonic two hundred years ago. 
your eye wanders among its ancient cottages, nith { 



egu 
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)ofs of thatched straw, let it ' 



rest upon a group ot young ni 
whose mean dresa and bag of tools proclaim him to 
belong to the bumble fraternity of traveling tink- 
ers. -He is the cbief speaker, and his conyerBatiou 
IB remariabio only for its Gstra-vogant profanity. 
With a vulgar air, and a boisterous manner, h«.| 
rolls out a lilthy stream of oatbs from the foantaiDu 
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of a docplj-polluted spirit. Suddenly, liowevttjf 
his vile speech ia arrested bj the presence o 
forbidding creature. An old, wrinkled crone, wiUlf 
little, twiokliiig eyes, a cracked voice, and a hand '' 
renting on each hip, pushes her way through the 
group, and, gazing earnestly in the blasphemer's 
face, exclaims, 

"You curse and swear at such an ungodly rate 
that I tremble to hear you I You are th 
licst person for swearing I ever hoard in my whol^ 
life!" 

The yoong elnner stands amazed and BtrickK| 
under thia rebuke; for the reprover ia herse^ 
notorious for vulganty and cursing. Da 
thoughts ruiih through hia startled soul; 
wardly but ateruly resolves to be a better i 
That day's events form on epoch in hia li 
long it becomes known that the swearing tinker i 
transformed into the exemplary Christian. So( 
bis voice ia heard preaching Christ. Peraeeatiaj 
breaks forth against him. The harpies of bigot^ 
hunt him from the pulpit to the prison. 
twelre yeaia he lies confined in a miserable aa| 
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geon, whose vrulla are ever dcippiog wilb dauijq 
for tlie notable offense of preaching the GospelH 
But, from that dim apartment, he aends forth i 
book, whose original conception, gruiid and bcautM 
fill imugery, touching pathos, purity of style, ann 
truthfuluGss to DBtiiro and experience, give i 
nuthor an almost unrivaled famo And to-day the ^ 
tonio of John Bunyan, the converted tinker 
author of the Pilgrim's Progress, is sought out by 
the loftiest sons of genius, who stand npon the 
Bweet dreamer's ashes, and sigh for the inspiration 
whicn gave enchantment to his pen. 

The point, in thia illustration, which it is import- ' 
ant to the young man to notice, is, that it was 
religion which called the hidden powers of Bun- 
yan's intellect into exercise, and directed them to 
a holy end. But for religion, instead of being ■ 
star of surpassing beauty, shedding the purest rays J 
»f soft and holy light on the human intellect, he 
would have lived a loathsome human reptile, crawl- 
ing in tho dust, and spitting the venom of death 
upon mankind, lie would have die^ 

" Ktenl. UDieen, mmathed, unluncntsd." 
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To religioDj therefore, as the grand stimulant, 
(lii; mighty developing agent of tno huntan intel' 
Ifct, should every young man direct Lis fixed atteo- 
lian. A power of unknown extent resides in ita 
great ideas. Great thoughts always stir the atten- 
tive mind, just as high winds cause the thick 
leaves of the tree to rustle. They enlarge it, too. 
The eoal of a philosopher lives in a wider Bphere, 
and experiences nobler emotions, than the soul of 
a peasant, only because it has become conversant 
irith the grandeur of the universe. Let the peas- 
ant employ the game means, and his confined spirit, 
bursting the cerements of its intellectual sepul- 
cher, will soar freely into realms of glorious 
thought. But religion brings the soul into cou- 
tuct with loftier and grander ideas than belong to 
the province of philosophy. Before the gazo of a 
Beeker after Christ, it unfolds the sublime idea of 
God. It leads forth the awakened mind from the 
narrow houudarieB of worldly thought into the 
vaiitness of the I«fU41te, and bids it stretch ita 
powers in the^attempt to comprehend eternittI 
It reveals to the mind the eonsciousuess of its own 
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irainortalUj ; to ita moral perceptions it u 
the stern grandeur of immutable justice, tlie tre- i 
mendou" results of evil, and the transcendent I 
beauty ot holiness. To soothe its fears and attract | 
its hopes, it displays the idea of luTC, as mani- 
fested in the character and death of the great I 
God-iuan, Jesua Ciirist. 

It is impossible for the most stultiScd intellect j 
to be brought into contact with these overwhelm- | 
ing thoughts, without being awakened from its \ 
slumbers and startled into action. Hence, the in- 
troduction of the Christian religion to a nation i 
the epoch of its mental birth; and the entranca I 
upon a spiritual life has proved the htrth-hour of I 
B new intellectual lite to thousands of individual I 
Christians. It is the fault of its recipients that it | 
IB Dot so to all. 

Religion also slreiajtheng, as well as awakens, tha J 
intellect Its primary condition — faitb in Christ— \ 
requires the highest esorcise of the powers of ab- 
Htiacllon and attention. For faith is the trustful I 
g&zo of the soul on the face of Jesus Christ— I 
the concentration of a sinner's mind and heart I 
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on the idea of a sin-forgiving God. It necesi I 
earily inyolvea the exercise of complete ahslrao | 
tion and powerful altenlion. As thia faith 
reqalfcd to he habitual, ita operations must ' 
strengthen these important faculties. Beside this, 
religion leads to the etuJy of that great book, the 
Itible. Here are found the seeds of impregnating^ J 
healthy thought — the sublimest poetrj, the purest I 
history, the most touching biography, and the proJ 
fouudest philosophy. The study of these excelJ 
Icnces naturally leads to that of collateral histary,j 
and to the highest exercises of the intellect, 
that it is impossible for a believer in Christ to b 
faithful to the duties and teachings of religion, J 
without thereby developing his intellect, and be- 
comiog a man of power: as in the case of Bun- 
yan — of Newton, the admired author of the OIney 
hymns — of Richard Watson, the celebrated orator 
and theologian — aud thousands morcj whoso men- 
tal strength lay hidden even from IhemselTeE, till J 
called out by the power of divine truth. 

Behold, in these statements, young man, another I 
argument in favor of a religious life. Embraaawjl 
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Christ as the best, perhaps the odIj meaiis of 
bringing your iDtellect into a state of vigorous and 
healthy life — as the guardian angel of your ge- 
oiuB, if it be already manifested. Yield yourself 
up honestly and fully to the claims of God in 
Christ. Be a spiritual, intellectual Christian. 
Thus shall your mental and moral powers grow in 
harmonious proportion. Yoar heart shall he warm 
-with emotions of love; your understanding strong, 
mature, potential; your conscieacc, illaminated, 
quick, and pure; your will upright, controlling, 
and inflexible. These things being in you and 
abounding, you can hardly fail of success in the 
great battle of life, nor of rising to the honor of 
Christ's glorious kingdom in the life to come. 
Decide, therefore, young man, to listen atten- 
tively to the voice of Jesus Christ. Let him woo 
you to himself, through the sweet lines of the 
■acred poet, who thus beautifully sings: 

" The wild dovo bath her aai ; 
Eorlb, in her bosalu, iliiclds (he [imid hire; 
Flowers ilceii 'uentb licaren'a azure Tune -, but where, 
Eicept ye come to mo, shall je QnJreil? 
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Te of the troubled breast, 
Weighed down with sorrow, and of life aweary, 
Whose paths extend through deserts waste and drearj 

Come, then, to me ; I will impart relief. 

In life's glad summer come ; 
Earth's lovely things, the beautiful, the gay. 
Are they not swept as autumn leaves away ? 

So pass your hopes and visions to the tomb. 

Though by the world cp'essed. 
Though all its treasures glitter at your feet, 
And life's young years with rapture be replete, 

O, what are these to heaven — a heaven of rettP 
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V7T is jiupossiblel" said ono of Napoleon's otaffl 
Z\ ofGcers, in reply to his great commander's da-1 
scription of a plan for some daring enterprise. 

" Impossible !" cried the emperor, with ind 
natiow frowning on his trow; "impoadhk is t 
adjeotive of fools !" 

This may be an apocryphal anecdote of the i 
perial conqueror; bat it is at least characteristio. I 
It displays that conscioasness of power to overcotnaJ 
the mightiest obstacles, and to accomplish the ram 
estravagant purposes, which was one of the chief| 
elements of bis early success. Its language i 
strong expression of a mind charged with a 
ergj alike irresistible and unconquerable. And 
every young man who hopes to stand triumpbant 
at the goal of life, must possess a measure of this 
energy proportionate to the exigencies of his 
dilion. 
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Energy is force of charocter — inward power. It 
imports sucli a concentration of the will upoa tha 
lealization of an idea, aa enables tlie individual to 
inarch nnawed over the moat gigantic barriers, ot 
to crush every opposing force that stands in tha i 
way of his triumph. Energy knows of nothing I 
but success; it will not hearken to voices of diB-| 
courageraent; it never yields its purpose; thougHj 
it may perish beneath an avalanche of difficulty,! 
yet it dies contending for its ideal. 

LoNOFELLOw'a ExCELSiOii is a beautiful embodiJ 
meat of the idea of energy. Its hero is a young * 
man seeking genuine escellence; proving himself 
superior to the love of ease, the blandishraents of 
passion, and the sternest outward difficulties. The , 
reader beholds him ascending the rugged steeps I 
of the Upper Alps, at the dangerous hour of twi- 
light. In his hand he bears a. banner, whoso < 
strange device, "Excelsiok," is the visibl 
pression of his noble purpose, to attain the hight 
of human eseellenoe. His brow is sad, his eyei 
are gleaming with the light of lofiy thought, his 
8tep is firm and ekstie, wliile his deep, eBrnest cry. 
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' ExOELSiOE !" rings with startling effect ainoag'l 
the surroQucling crags and glaciers. Ease, in tho 
ftrm of an enchanting cottage, with its cheerful 
fireside, invitca him to relas his effort. Danger 
frowns upon him from the hrow of the ftwful ay 
lancho, and from the "pine tree's withered branch, 
Caution, in the person of an aged Alpine peasant, 
shouts in his ear, and bids him heware; while 
Lore, in the form of a. gentle maiden, with hi 
ing breast and bewitching voice, woos him to hi 
quiet bowers. But vain are the seductions of love| 
the voices of fear, or the aspects of danger, 
gardleas of each and of all, animated by hia 
lime aims, intent on siiocesa, he only grasps his" 
mysterious banner more firmly, and bounds 
swifter step along the dangerous steep. Through 
falling snows, along unseen paths, amidst intense 
darkness, beside the most horrible chasms, he pur- 
Baes his way, cheering his spirit, and startling tha 
oar of night with his battle-cry, "Exoelsior!" till,] 
on reaching the summit, in the moment of accom< 
pliahed purpose, his work done, hia manly fori 
chilled by the cold breath of the frost, he falls 
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yea; nobly falls — into the treacherous snow-driilt^ 
and 

** There in the twilight, cold and graj, 
Lifeless, but beautifal, he lay ; 
* And from the sky, serene and far, 
A voice fell, like a falling star, 

Eicelsiorl" 

• 

From the summit of human attainment on earthy 
he had gone to dwell in the blessed heaven of God. 
There his spirit^ bathed in light; soars forever 
amidst the unspeakable glories of the Infinite. 

This is a beautiful ideal of an energetic youth 
triumphing; even to the salvation of his immortal 
soul. May the dream of the poet be realized in 
the experience of the reader ! 

Energy is the soul of every great achievement : 
while enervation emasculates the spirit; and dooms 
the man to obscurity and ill success. Men of 
feeble action are accustomed to attribute their 
misfortunes to what is vulgarly termed "i?^ luck?^ 
They envy the men who climb the ladder of em- 
inence, and call them "the favorite children of 
fortune — lucky men, and men of peculiar oppor- 
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tunit;.'' This ia a vain and fuuliah i magi nation. J 
U is not ill fortone, so much as ao cnervatod mindf I 
that keeps thousunds id inglorious obscurity. Then 
blundering studcntj who staintucrs oat on ill-learnodl 
Icaiou in his ooUego class, and gains his diploma, J 
at last, through indul/^ence rather than merit, owU'l 
his degraded positiou more to that voluntary mental ~ 
imbecility which has ever shrunk from the lubor of 
Gtudy, than to any absolute mcntiil iuferiiirity. IHa 
trioniphant clussrnate, who quits his college adorned 
with tho proudest honors of his Alma Mutor, is aa 
muoh indebted to his persevering energy, as to hu J 
native genius, for his honorable victory, Hsfl 
might, had ho been equally supine, have been 1 
equally degraded with his unhunored olnasmato. 
But his energy saved hlu. So, in all the other 
walks of life, energy produces good fortune and 
anccoBS, while ouervation breeds misfortune and 
" bad lack." 

If any young man doeiroB a coofirraatton of I 
these ideas, let him carefully study the hiBtoiy,! 
of every man who has written Tiis name on tU«l 
wills of the Temple of Fanio, Let him view i«ucli I 
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luinda in their progress toward greataeBS. 
will see them rising Btep bj step, in the face of 
stubborn difficulties, which gave way before them 
onl^ because their courage would not be daunted, 
nor their energy wearied. Se will find no ezceiK'] 
tion, in the hiBtorj of mankind. Supine, powe9-4 
leBB Boula have always fainted before hostile cir- 
cumstances, and sank beneath their opportunities; 
while men of power have wrestled with Eublime 
vigor against all opposing men and things, anda 
obtained saccess beeauae they would not be d^l 
feated. 

I might illustrate these views from the biog^ J 
raphy of any eminent man; but I select OHRifk-J 
iroPQER CoLDMsna as peculiarly adapted to mjT'V 
purpose. Ho waa the sun of an obscure wool- . 
comber, in indigent circumstances, at Crenoo. i 
His early education waa limited. Bred to tha ] 
profession of seamanship, and having a strong 1 
passion for geographical Btudies, his thougbtAil I 
mind conceived the idea that unknown empirsa>] 
existed west of the great, Atlnntiu. He dwelt J 
upon this thought til! it became fixed in his mmd \ 
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will) Bingular firmness. It fired bis aoul with uohl« 
entliusiasm ; it give eleyatlon to hia spirit ; It 
Dlothed his person with dignity, and inspired hia 
demeanor idth lofttaesB. Thus aaimatcd, he ie> 
■olved to roalize the truth of his great conception. 
Now came the test of his character. The idea 
itBeif was grand, and its conception hespoke the 
possession of a towering and glorious intellect. 
But, to make that conception a reality, to prove 
himself a true son of Genius, and not a mere 
romantic dreamer, required the exercise of aueh a 
measure of faith, self-reliance, and enduring en- 
ei^ as is seldom demanded of any man, even iu 
the greatest of human enterprises. 

But Colnmbus felt equal to his work, and he set 
about it with a purpose to do it. How sublime , 
does he appear in hia conflict with poverty, ridl' 
cole, and ignorance 1 The announcement of his 
beloved idea 'wa.a greeted with torrents of doriaive 
Barcasm, from prince and peasant, from learned 
BSvans and stupid dunces. Powerless and money- 
less himself, he required the patronage of the 
foirnrful. Hence, ho placed himself at the foot 
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wf the Portuguese throne, stated hia viewa, ancf 
dftuiaudod abipa to explore the ocean. Treated 
with fraud unworthy of a court, the intrepid luaa 
fled to Genoa, and iioportuood for aid in hia natlra 
city. Unahle to rouse the ambition of hia coun- 
trymen, he repaired to Venice, and met with Bim- 
ilar disappointment. From thenco he traveled to 
Spainj and pleaded hia cause before the lordly Ferdi- 
nand, and his great-minded queen, Isabella. There 
he was amused with promises of ships and men, 
for several years, during which time he persever- 
ingly followed the court in its frequent journeyinga. 
At last, wearied with their delays, but still resolute 
in his purpose, ho prepared to quit Spain, and 
turned his footsteps toward the court of Franca, j 
Arrested on his journey by the persuasions t 
intelligent monk, he returned to Isabella's cour^ 1 
obtained the long-delayed means, and set sail ou ' 
Beaa whose waters had never been cleaved by « \ 
Tossel'a prow. 

With what high and confident expectation did J 
the adventurous discoverer pass the boundaries I 
of former navigation 1 With what patient zeal rj 
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did he overcome tlia eaperstitioii which n 
cowarila of bis mariuera, and the ignorant enr;^] 
which vsTj nearly converted them into mutlnei 
By the force of hia own indomitable will alone, 
he soothed their fears, and held them to their 
duties, till be proudly anchored hia vessela off the 
eborea of the New World. And when the haughty 
flag of Spain flaunted in the breezes of the west- 
- ern hemisphere, aa the sign of ita subjugatioa to 
the crown of Isabella, it ebiefly proclaimed the j 
moral majesty of that unconquerable energy J 
through which the noble-minded Columbus had ] 
singly defied the most formidable obstacles, and * 
revealed a bidden world to the wondering eyas 
of mankind. 

Are you, my reader, an aspirant after distin- ] 
puished Bucceaa? Then you must diligently cul- J 
tivate an untiring, persisting, victorious energy, 
like that whiCb gave Columbus his renov 
your lot lowly and your sphere very limited? Are J 
your difficulties appareotly insurmountable ? What j 
then? Are yon, therefore, to write yonreelf i 
W>lhing, and remain a cipher in BOcietjT NayS 
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You must rather briog an irresistible force of I 
character to bear upon every work of liFe. Bft^ 
supine iu nothing. Never despair of suco 
any judicious enterprise. Eosolvo to accomplish 
whatever yon uudertako ; and thougli you may not 
discover a new world, like Columbus; nor intro- I 
duce mankind to the occult mysteries of nature, 
like Newton; nor attain the wealth of Rotbachild, 
or Astor; jet you may climb to the aumaiit of your 
profession, attain to honorable distinction, 
transmit to your posterity that most valuable of all I 



Yet you must beware of rashness. Saccecsflil.l 
energy is a Bucephalus, guided by the hand of anj 
Alexander; rashnees is as Mazeppa's fiery steoi]^ 
unbridled and unrestrained, bearing its rider ovei! 
hill and dale, to probable destruction. Tho former 
18 power, guided by wisdom; the latter is power, 
goaded to act by blind impulBcs. Many men, now 
pining in discouragement, have expended ener^ 
efficient for the highest success. But they hava 
iailed of their reward, because they sought not for 
counsel at the lips of wisdom. Bash enterprises^. . 
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impetuouslj began, bBrried them to ruin. la ' 
tlieir buainesSj tliej leBembled an oriental warriur, 
named DEEiE, who waa once sent, with a small 
force, bj Abu Bekek, the Moslem caliph, to hindoi J 
the progress of an advancing army, near the plalui 
of SamaEciu. Derar found the foe to consist o^l 
tnaiisea of troops sufficient to overwhelm his httla 1 
band; but, instead of horering round their flank, • 
and barassiog their march, he foolishly resolve 
iL regular attack. His voice thundered his battle- 
cry, and, followed by the flower of his chivalrio 
soldiers, he rushed, with the fury of a whirlwind, 
upon the astonished enemy. So fiery was his onset 
that the fue gave way, and their rioh standard fell 
into the hands of the bold assailant. But bis 
cess waa of brief duration; numbers speedily pre- J 
Tailed, land Derar fell wounded into the hands c 
his enemies. Every Moslem in his devoted littl^ 
troop would have perished, but for tbe timely ap- 
preach of the main body of the Arab army, which 
arrived in season to rescue them from destructicn. 
Thus bus mony a mercantile Derar rushed madly 
apon an army of debts, which, afler harassing him 
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into a premature old ago, have led liim forth, i 
poor, dispirited creature, into tbo bondage of bank- 
mptcj. 

Beware, then, youDg man, of mistaking rasb- 
neas for energy 1 Tbej are bo nearly allied that I 
the miatate ia easy, To guard you as inuob aa J 
possible, I win draw a stuiple sketch of a rosll 
man, plunging, through eseeaa of energy — which ] 
is the same thing with raahncsa — into businea 
ruin. 

I will call him Edoae. In his youth he 
apprenticed to a reapoetable tailor, became a si 
rior workman, and, aa soon as his apprenticeshiM 
expired, determined, without capital, and contrary 
to the advice of all his frienda, to commence 1 
neas on his own ooeount. His reputation aa a j 
apprentice procured him credit. He hired a atore^'J 
purchased a amall stock of goods, and rejoiced tol 
see hia name shining in gilt letters aS a merchan* I 
tailor. Custom came in freely; Buccesa se'mea j 
sure, notwithstanding the foars of his caU' toa | 
friends. He redoubled his efforts, increaaed . 
stock, ornamented his store, and made quite a K 
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among buainesa men. Such were his aetivityH 
puDcluality, and industrjj that his busineaa oont 
tinucd to advance; and in a year or two it e 
ceedcd that of mauy older firms in his vicinity. ' 
Ho now married, and for a time every thing went 
on prosperously. But he was amhitioua of having 
the finest store and the largest stock of any dealer 
in his line of business. Hence, he constanLly pur- i 
chased beyond the necessities of his business. Aft J 
a sequence, his notes matured before the 
came in, and he began to be seen in the strce^f 
running from store to store with tho questioi^ 
" Have you any thing over to-day?" 

The frequency of those calls, and the diffioulty{ 
he found in promptly paying the sums thus gener 
ouBJy loaned, awakened saspicion as to his safety»l 
and his fellow-merchants soon met his questiona 
with an almost universal negative. This ought to^ 
have checked his passion for a large stock. Bu!:, 
eager as ever for display, he persisted in buying 
beyond the Immediate demands of his trade. Am 
I. thrifty merchant, too, he thought he must ele-fl 
vate his style of living. A better house, cs] 
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furniture, a gerrant, th>: luxuries of the table, sooa I 
ubsorbed large portions of liis profits Still hiH<l 
notes came to laatarity with alarming rapiditj 
Driven to estrcmity, he resorted to that sidc-dooi'l 
10 ruin, a broker's office. Exorbitant interest only 
increased his emharasEiuents. His temper grew . 
BOur ; visions of ruin and bankruptcy floated be— fl 
fore bis eyes, and made him nervous and unhappy. I 
He struggled, liko a giant in bonds, for : 
yearsj but, after growing prematurely gray i 
conflict, he was forced to submit. His disgraced 
name appeared in the Gazette; and to-day Edgar 
sits on the bench, laboring for a scanty support as 
an unknown journeyman tailor — a discouraged 



It is easy for the reader to see that Edgar ru 
himself by escess of energy; or, in other words, I 
by rashness. Had he taken prudent advice at tU»^ 
beginning, and acquired a amujl capital in 
vance; had he then wisely regulated his purchaooi 
by his actual resources, and restrained his personal 
expense'^ within the limit of his means, bia strong.J 
force d( character would have placed bim amongl 
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tie first men of hia cUss. Bufko #as rash, anitfj 
therefore, he was ruined. His example is placed 
before the young merchant, that, as a, beoccbi.-i 
ft sunkeQ rock warns the mariner of danger, 'it msy ' 
save him from a similar fate. 

The energy of many men is imputaim. It is to-1 
day a dashing, roaring torrent; to-morrow it is ta 
stagnant pool. Ad accidental circamstance v]Si\ 
call out every power of their souls, i 
season, they will exuel themselves, and startle thctr 
friends. But they speedily spend tbfir fnrp p, nnd 
la pse into stnpld aomDolcni!y ,_t,ill roused again hym 
some bugle 



F excitement. Such minds i 
complish hut little. They lose mure in their s!ui 
bers than they gain in their fitful hours of action. 
The calm, steady energy of the snail, slow aa are 
its inoveroents, ia better calaulated to produce 
results than the spuBmodio leaps of the hare. 
Hence, in the formation of character, it is of vital 
importance to cultivate a steady, uniform, unyield- \ 
ing energy. 

But how is this high qualification to he galDedC 
Where is this precious possession to be ohtainedfl 
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[ know of nd-mcflDS so certain and efiectual as that 
of Buirendericg the boqI to tbe claims of religion, 
tlie direcf tendency of which ia to call the whole 
foEce' of the intellect aad the affecttoos into thff 
highest and healthiest state of action. What is 
the grand central command of the Bible? " Thou 
ghaU love tlie Lord thy God with all tht/ heart, loiA. _ 
aU till/ fioUL, and with all tliy MIGHT !" Here J 
you see that energy of tbe loftiest character ift' 
demanded of the Christian. Nor is the c 
permitted to approach him as an impossible attaia- 
ment; for, to every sincere creature who resolreS'l 
to Bubmit to tbe commandment, tbe promise of'j 
God says, " Mj grace is siijjicieni for thee." ThvSf:^ 
divine power works with the human, and the u 
in the might of his soul, stands forth as tbe seni 
ant of God. 

ffor is it in his religious duties alone that tb^l 
Christian is required and enabled to bo enerffeliOt^ 
The Scriptures deoiand tbe application of a similatl 
force of mind to all tbe duties of life. With burI 
thority they thunder in the ears of tbe disoiplt^l 
"WHATSOEVEa Ut!/ hmd Jiiideih to do, do it i 
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thy MIUHT I" Thos, wlietlier his work be to fell sf 
tree, to plow a field, ta build a house, to laboi 
the pulpit, iu plead at the ba.r, or to pray in th>| 
cJosut, the law is, "Do ir with tdy Mianrl" 

There is a profouud meaniDg in this commaud,. 1 
rarely observed. It contains the philosophy of 
growth and of greatness. It teaches that it is by 
the exercise of energy, in little things, wo are to 
acquire power to triumph in great ones; that whal 
we find to be done, we are to do— not to shrink J 
from doing, because of its difficulty. Thus, by de- I 
greea, the soul is trained to pat forth a force pro-l 
purtionate to its tasks; it grows in might, and coit-<j 
quers by habit. Every thing it does is well done. 
It lives to subdue opposing forces. Instead > 
being the sport of circumstances, it seizes them 
their master, and its career is one of perpetual _ 
triumph. 

Would you have energy, young man? Seek i|J 
at the cross of Christ. Let the spirit of Jesn 
oljthe you with its divine beauty, and etimulattf^ 
you by its mighty, life-giving force. Only be trao 
to its holy promptings, and you will surely acquire 
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the energy which grapples successfully with the 
obstacles of this terrestrial life^ and climbs to the 
hight of the celestial and eternal land. 
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CHAPTER YI. 

INDUSTRY THE HIGHWAY TO SUCCESS. 

EHAVE somewhere read an old legend, which, 
however false in fact, contaiiis a. precioua lessoD. 
It states that, some ceotaries ago, a man, resident . 
in Egypt, became a convert to the Christian iaitlu 1 
The spirit of the times favored asceticism; and 1 
he, being of a contemplative mind, conceived 
the unnatural desire that if he could retire far 
from human society, and spend his days in solitary 
oontemplation, he should attain to the perfection I 
of human happiness on earth. Filled with this ^ 
thought, he bade adieu to the abodes of i 
wandered far into the desert, Bolcoted a cave, 
near which flowed a living spring, for his home, 
and, subsisting on the Bcanty crops of roots and 
herbs which sprang up spontaneously in the adjo^'. 
oent glena and valleys, begau his life of meditatioq 1 
and prayer. 
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^H He tad not spent many scasocD in hiu lieraitagdl^^^^l 


^H bel'ore his aoliUry heart grew miseruhle beyond ^^^^B 


^H endurauce. Tho lung, weury hours of the daj, 1 


^H and the dreary, in terminable Bight, oppressed and ^^^H 


^H onishcd his listless soul. In the extremity of higi^^^f 


^1 wretchcdncBE, ho fell upon his face, and criedji^^^l 


^H "Father, call home thy child 1 Let me die I 1^^^| 


^H am weary ^^^^H 


^H Thus, stricken with grief, he fell asleep; tt°^^^^^| 


^H in his vision, an angel stood before him, an^^^^| 


^H Bpoke, saying, "Cut down the palm-tree that grov^^^^^l 


^^1 besido yon spring, and of its fibers constmct !^^^^| 


^H ^^^H 


^H The vision passed away, and the hermit awok^^^^H 


^P with a resolution to fulfill his mission. But b#^^H 


^M had no as, and, therefore, journeyed far to pr(>"^^^| 


^H cure Dtie. On his return, he felled the tree, and ^^^V 


^H diligently labored till its fibers luy at his feet, 1 


^H finTDnd intn n cml nf rnno A .«i"n flin iiii<»1 ' ■ 


^1 


stood before him, and said, "Dominic, yoa uj^^^H 


^1 


now no longer weary of life, but you are hapj)|^^^^^| 


^v 


Know, then, that man was mado fur labor; su^^^^^H 


1 


prayer abo is his daty. Both aro essential ^l^^^^H 
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hit happiness. Go, therefore, into tlio world, ] 
witb this rope girded upon tliy loins. Let it 1 
be a mejaonal. to thee of what Qod expects froia i 
msnl" 

This beautiful legend illustrates a. truth which I 
every young mau should engrave on his heart — 
that induilri/ it essential to the aijirj/ment of life. 
h is a law of the human constitution that man- 
kind shall find their happiness and their devel- I 
opment in action; and it were as easy to grasp J 
the forked lightning, or to stay the fiery waves*] 
of the volcano, as to contravene this hiw. Nay, 
it can not be; for He who said, "In the eiceat I 
of th^ face tlialt Chou eat hread till thou return 
unto the ground,'" has established this insepa- 
rable connection between industry and enjoy- J 
ment. 

Industiy implies 
to a uitful pursuit. 
■nd guards them a 
MomenlB, to the industrious ma 
to bees — they furnish him with 



igular and habitual devotion j 
It is covetous of mc 
a miser his grains of gold. •> 
i as floweif.J 
oppoTtunily 
of accomplishiug his ends, He beholds in thei^ 
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the fractional parts of his life, and applie 
ir.axitu of the economist to tbeir cxpeailiture.J 
Uis rule Is, " Take aiire of the momeota, 
the jeara will take care of themselvea." H«i| 
ia asBiduous, oot as a " faen orer an addledl 
egg," but to bring benefit ont of bia assiduity..] 
He knows that it is possible to be alwaya "bnay-B 
about nothing," like jEropus, tho Macedonian, 
kinp, who wasted his life while busy in making 1 
lanterns! or, like Prince Bonbennin, in Gold- 
smith's " Citizen of the World," who was never 
more idle than .when traversing his kingdoi 
searching after a "pretty white niouae with grea 

Behold yon graceful and sprightly "swalloil^ 
zigzagging over the clovcr-field, skimming thtfi 
limpid lake, whisking round the steeple, oi 
ing gayly in the sky! Behold him in high spir- 
its, Bhrieking out his ecstasy, as he has bolted 
a dragon-Sy, or darted through the arrow-slita 
of an old turret, or performed some other feat J 
of Mrondioe agility! And notice how ho pajn 
his morning visitfi — alighting elegantly on Bonn 
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lOuse-top, iitid twittering politely, by turns, to | 
the swallow on either side of him; and. after ] 
five minutes' conversation, off and away, to call 1 
for his friend at the castle. And now he 
gone upon his travels — gone to spend the wii 
at Eome or Naples, to visit Egypt or the Holy ' 
Land, or perform some more rcelterche pilgrimage 
to Spain or the coast of Barhorj. And when 
he comes home next April, sure enough ho 
been abroad: charuung climate — highly delighted I 
with the cicadas in Italy, and the bees on Hy-'' 
mettua — locusts ia Africa rather scarce this 1 
season; but, upon the whole, muoh pleased with I 
his trip, and returned in high health and I 
spirits." 

Such is the severe satire which the popular 
Robert Ilamiltuu employs to chastise that large 
class of husy idlers which abounds in Europe, 
and which is fast multiplying in America. How | 
degraded a thing is life as thus spent by a fash- 
ionable young man of the world, whose '-'chief 
end" seems to consist in puffing cigarS; and in I 
conforming, as near m may be, to the exampla ] 



no 
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of the swallow in the above piclure. No wondei ] 
that, long before such young men attain merid* I 
lan, thej exclaim, with "CaoAKER," in GoM-l 
smith's "Good-natured Man," that "life, at thtA 
greatest and best, is hut & froward child, that I 
must be humored and coaxed a little, till it.fallv>l 
asleep, and then all the care is over." Shama^ 
on euch young men! Beside them the twitter- 1 
ing swallow is honorable and elevated. The'] 
bird was made for sucb a life, and thus falSllsil 
its destiny; but that silly youth was made to }mM 
a MAN I — to commune with God, to labor in 
hgly charities and sublime duties of life, 
I To be industrious, then, a young man 
have ft ttie/ul pitr^it and a worthy aim. He inns 
follow that pursuit diligently. Rising early, . 
e conomigi ng his inoments, he must earnestly peril 
sist in hia toil, adding little by little to hivd 
capita! stock of ideas, influence, or wealth, 
must learn to glory in his labor, be it mechaan 
ieal ogricaltural, or professional. He must i 
press himself deeply with the idea that a llfrfj 
of idleness is one of the direst of al! curses. Th«| 
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iloctrine that labor, even of tlie humblest char 
acteFj is dishonorable he miiBt rcaoluCcly trample 
in the dust as false and dangerous, and conteid ' 
ibut Qu induBtriouSj huaeat gcavengor is icalij a 
more honorable man thau the most fashionable | 
dandy, who idles o-tiny his time on the pavemenu 
of Broadway, ia ladiea' drawing-rooms, in cafes, 
and in theaters. Thns, eschewing false ideas, ] 
and making otcfj moment fruitful of som^ good 1 
to mind or body, to himself or to others, he 
not fait of a plenteous harvest of advantages as I 
life advances. " Secsi thou a man diligent in 
butitieasf He shall stand be/ore Jcing». He ihai I 
not ttand before mean men." " TJie hand of the I 
dUigeni shall rule." 

I love to honor those men who are the uducd ] 
of the ideal in tho sacrod tests just fjuoted— 
pedestal of whose honorable and elevated posi' 
has been hewed out of the reluctant granite by 
their own labor-loving hands. What is a haught^i I 
duke or earl, with his lofty ancestry runnin^-J 
baak through a thousand years, when compared 1 
with an industrious eoa of labor, whose patent I 
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of nobilitj is found in Lis own noble struggles 
with curly poverty und obscurUj? Let the heart 
of the young man answer this ijucBtion ! 

Permit me to lead you, for a moment, I 
reader, iuto yonder priutiug-office. Among t 
priutera are two young men, who are noted : 
the unwearied assiduity with which they ply their 
daily taaks. Always in the oiGce at the appointed 
hour, ever at their posts, toiling with n 
plaining steadiness, never yielding to the laasitud^ 
which craTes a respite before its work is finishecd 
they have secured the respect of their employers,"! 
the coufidenoo of their friends, and are slowly i 
improving their own condition. Concerning these | 
youug men, suppose I predict tint they will oaa 
day become widely known and immensely mh. 
What do you reply ? 

You pronounce my prediction aa estravagance, 
and me a visionary man I Be it so. Yet, ander i 
the guise of this fancy, I have exhibited only a j 
simple fact. The two young men represent Messrs^ 1 
Jasieb and John Hailpek, who, some thirty yeairl 
ago, were poor journeymen printers, but who, I 
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to-day, are owners of one of the moat princely 
pablisbing establish men ta in the worid. Tbcii , 
oames are bousebold words in a]I civiliied cc 
Uanitiea. And of Mr. James Harper it may bo 
■aid, tbat, if not, like the Wluttington of ont 
boyish reveries, thrico Lord Mayor of London, 
he has been once Mayor of the chief city in ■ 
the great Empire state. But his proudest dis* I 
tinction is, that he and hia brotUcr have reared J 
their magnificent house on the foundationa 

IMTEOBITV, ECONOMY, AND INDUSTRY ! 

The Buccens of industrious effort finds a further | 
illustration in the case of a Uttlo boy, named \ 
Armstrong, who, a few years ago, entered a I 
ton printing-office, and labored diligently, as the I 
youngest apprentice, at the lowest tusks of the I 
establishment. Sedulously attending to his duties I 
BS they increased in responsibility, he kept oa I 
bis steady way, till, honorably concluding hia 
apprenticeship, he began business for himself, at 
the corner of Flag-alley, in State-street. Unwea- 
ried in his devotion to his profession, his cnsl 
and profits increased. Wealth poured in apacO' I 



apou him. IIoDors cronDed his brow, 
took hit seat, first in the General Court, then in 
ibo honorable chair of the Boston niajordty, and 
at length in that of the Lieutenant-Goyernoi of 
MasaachuaettB. Ele spent the closing ycara }f 
hia life in a pleasant and statclj mansion, an 
affluent, honorable, and independent man — a noble 
example of what ma; be accomplished bj the aids 
of industry.* 

The amount of profitable labor that a n 
healthfully accomplish, during a life of threesottti 
years, can hardly be oroirated. The esamplea 
of pre-eminently industriona men startle ordinary 
minds, and they sormise that some friendly banii^ 
drew their portraits, and was too lavish in 
coloring; but facts are demonstrative that i 
ders can be accomplished by industry in o' 
department of baman life. 

William Coubett, whom Ebcnezer Elliot 
designated as England's 

" Mightieot peasiut Iwnj," 
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is an illustration. He was of low birth, am 
reared in [juvertj. While jet e. young niiii 
enlistPil in the British army. After serving eight i 
years, he was discharged, and shortly after com- 
menced Ilia political career. From that time to i 
hia death, embracing a period of forty-three I 
years — during which he traveled extensively, aaf- 
fercd imprisonments for political offenses, devoted 
much time to agricultural pursuits, labored inces- 
santly as a political agitator, and finally heita 
member of the British Parliament — he produced 
and published no less than fj)^ books of various j 
sizes, and on a variety of topics, besides editing I 
ninc/i/ volumes of his political papers! the effect i 
of which, on the destinies of England, justifies \ 
the strong linos of the lamented Corn-law Khymer, 
who thus addresses hia memory: 

•'Deidouk, Uioalireetl Th; smitten hunilB, 
Tiie [bonder of thj brow, 
Bpeok nith alraii^ tjingaeB [a miuij lundf. 
And Ifmnta lienr thee now I" 



is not the character of Cobbett that I I 
to your imitation, but his indostiy. J 
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With all hia power, energy, and talent, notwilM 
standing bis pen made the aristocracy of EaglandT'l 
iremble before ita terrible strokes, he vna, in mj J 
opinion, " a bold, bad man," actuated bj passion, 
hate, and prejudice, i-atber than by high and 
holy principles. Still, his laborious diligence i« 
worthy of all commendation, and it is to thii^ 
rather than to natural talent, that lie himselffl 
ascribes his superiority over the mUliona aboys.l 
whose bead he rose to distinction. A diligent 'I 
husbandry of bis time was the talisman by whiofct] 
he achieved his prodigioiiB labors; and this &r)q 
within the power of every young man, who i 
also, in his turn, astonish and shame the droneit'j 
amung mankind by the I 
bors, if he will employ his time after the exampleJ 
of William Cobbett.* 

Martin Luther, Richard Baxter, John Wesley) J 
Adam Clarke, Richard Watson, Napoleon Bonii'l 
parte, Elibu Burritt, and a bost beside, might b#ifl 



< TCTj foil Ttl'V OD Uie life hdiI Jithara of CobbcU, Nf/I 
1 " aelvteB of Reforms and EoEomiers," pnge 15i 
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quoted as demonstration a of wliat may bo done 
bj an indastrioQs cmptoyracnt of nionieuts dur- 
ing a lifetime. But what does it avail to oml- 
tipiy oiamples? Let the young man resolve to 
beoomo an example timaelf Determine to maka 
the most of your opportunities, my young friend; 
and honcefartb act on the principle that moments 
are grains of gold, \iy the careful gathering of 
wbicli you are to become rich in knowledge, in 
experience, in honor, and in happiness. 

It is ohsn objected, that unceasing and uasidu- 
ons devotion to a round of duties is unfavorable 
to health. The pule fuce and emaciated form I 
of the student, the feeble frame of the trem- 
bling dyspeptic, and the dying aspect of ths I 
flushed consumptive, are pointed out as illustra* I 
tiona of the disastrous influence of toil on the 
(injoyment and duration of life, and as argu- 
meotfi in favor of self-indulgence and indolent 
relasation. 

Away vith all such pleas and arguments, raj I 
^oung friend ! They are the voices of sloth I 
True, a man may overtax his powers, and inj'ii 
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bia health by cscessive toil, as was, no doubM 
the case witli the uofortunate Hcnet Kikkx 
White. He was uniriBely ambitioua, 
tempted tasks with a consti tut ionnllj- feeble bodf, 
nhiob, with the moBt robust health, he oouia 1 
Bcarcely have performed. Such a fact teaohBI'' 
that we must prnportion oar labors to oar capaci- 
ties — not that we are to sink into supine indul- 
gence, lest we should be sick. Nay, it is not 
unrelaxing industry, systematically pursued, thi 
pales the face and shortens life. The fact is, t 
tho most industrious men arc among the longc 
livers; and, except where hereditary diseases e 
feeble them, are usually healthy. Indeed^ indm 
try is favorable to health. I'here is great meal 
ing in the remark of an eastern missionaiy, vlril 
was laboring incessantly on the translation oB 
the Scriptures -into the Hindostan tongue. H!»4 
friends expostulated with him, and begged bis^ij 
to relax. "Nay," said he; "the man who voiil4l 
live in India must have plenty of work. If Do^ J 
he will yield to the enervating influence of tin 
climate, and lounge awaj his days upon the soG^ 
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and conscquGiilIy be tossing all nigLt on hiiJ 
sleepless coucli for want of requigite fatigt 
Then comes dejection of spirits and prostratiol 
of the whole man." 

The missionary was right. I ndolence destroy a [ 
m ore than indust ry ; and many a drone who has 
perished prcmnturBly, had his friends been etiunlly 
honest with Sir Horace Vere, would have had it 
said of hinn, us that nobleman said of his brother, 
when the Marquis of Spinola asked, "Prny, Sit . 
Horace, of what did your brother die?" 

"He died of having nothing to do!" was the \ 
bluff knight's reply. 

When I am told of a sickly student, that he I 
" studying himself to death," or of a feeble young 
mechanic or clerk, that his bard work is destroy- 
ing him, I study his countenance, and there 
often, read the real, melancholy truth in his duU, 1 
iverted, sunken eye, discolored skin, pimpled fora- I 
head, and timid manner. These signs proclaiml 
that the young man is, in some way, violating tliftj 
laws of his physical nature. He is secreUt/ destraw 
ing himself I By sinning against bia on 
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ho is prepaiiDg himself for the iasanc asylun^J 
or for an earlj grave. Vet, say hia unconscious 
and admiring friends, "He h falling a Ticlim io 
his own diligeacc!" Mast lame and impotent 
conclusion ! He is sapping the source of life 
with his own guilty hands, and, erelong, vill be a J 
mind in ruins, or a heap of dual. Young manfi 
beware of hia example! "Keep thjaelf pure/n 
observe the laws of jour physical nature, a 
most unrelaxiog iudustry will never rob you ( 
a moment's health, nor, in the smallest measur[^-l 
ahorten the thread of your life; for industry &: 
health are companions, and long life is the heritaf^ 
I t of diligence. 

Behold a cottage at the foot of yonder i 
nin ! On Its broken gnte fiha a lifeleBs-Iookin^ 
man, with an unstrung bow lying across his knee 
ind u quiver of arrows strung across his ghoul- 
dera. A doer, with its delicate young fawn, i 
lightly tripping from among the foliage which 
adorns the mountain slope. Lifting np his hea\j 
eyes, the hunter perceives hia prey, and, 
iiiuiucTit, kiiidk's into something like an earnest | 
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man. Leaping from the gate, lie strains his bow, ' 
fisca au arrow on its striog, and, gHJing from tree 
(c bush, aud from bush to tree, approaches tha 
unwatehf'il Jeer; then drawing hia bow, he lodgea 
an arrow in the heart of th% fawn. Seating him* 
Belf beside it, he triampha awhile in hia sacccBs; 
and then, seeking the shadow of an adjacoot tree, 
slumbers awa^ the d&y, and permits the buming-l 
sun to spoil his venison ! 

Saoh 13 the picture of an idle man, as aketehed' J 
by Solomon, in these words: "The dothfvX t 
roaslelh not that irhich he took in hunting." I have 
filled up his slender outline, that the young man 
may study it to bettor advantage; for, in I 
stance, at least, the poetic sentiment is llterall;>] 
true, that the monstrous spectaclo of vice is hu&.J 
liciont to excite disgust. I greatly miitjudge tha I 
reader, if he does not heartily despise the Idle I 
hunter in tlic ubovo etching: if he will transfo^J 
his scorn to the vice the hunter personates 
end will be accomplished. 

To be above the necessity of labor — to spend 
lire iu doing nothing — is the fancied paradise c 
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I man; yuuthful minds. Yieliliug to these illuMraJ 
drcaniB, they cultivate a, hatred for labor; thej | 
view the oecesaitj/ which hieda them to the count- 
iug-room, or the workshop, as the galley-Elave ro- J 
gards his cbuio. Tb.ej envy every gay i 
ploasure, whose empty laugh ia heard ringing 4 
through the street : heuce, their labor is irkifl 
some — their temper sour and repulsive. Their ■ 
manners become insulting and vesatious to thcirl 
oinployersj their inoesaant complainings annoy 1 
their parents, and misery spreads throughout ths.l 
entire circle of their influence. Thousands oP-m 
parental hearts are aching at this moment, and' I 
thousands of employers are unhappy with theitj 
apprentices, solely from this foolish, guilty aspira 
tion after nothing to do, which haunts the imagin-1 

Lations of so many young men 

I But why do young men pant after an idle lifel" 
It is because they are willfully ignorant of tttt 
important practical truth, that the Cbeatob couU) 

HAUDLT INFLICT A GREATER CURSE UPON A TODNQ 
MAN THAN TO DOOM UIM TO A LIFE OF IDLENEafi. 

It would destroy him, eoul and body. What is • ■ 
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iniad wlien controlled by idleness? Let the od- J 
mired Tenaj^son reply. Fcraonatlng an idle n 
ho aays: 

" A. fpot of doll aUipiiitiDn, without light 
Or power of movemeuCi seemed my bouI, 
M[d onniitU eloping motioDi of the iuOiiite, 
Making far uue sure goal. 
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Their moou-lcd waters wlUle. 
A itOT that with the choral starrj danca 

Joined not, but stood, and atsadlng aaw 
The hollow orb of mavtng circumituce 

Boiled round by one filed law." 

If you are ambitious to be ''a spot of dull sta^s 
nation," " IX still salt pool," or a motionless star,' 
be idle, and you sball assuredly reach tho limit 
of your ambitioo. But 0, it is a costly price to | 
pay for idleness I Nor is the intellect the onlj 
tnfferer. The heart, the moral character, 
evei the physicivl man, share in the dreadft^ 
cureo. The heart of an idle mao ia 
uoD, inviting the prcscnco of erery odtouii i 
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whioli enters in and makea it utterly lontLaome 
Instead of waiting to be tempted, it "positively I 
tempts the devil;" and while "the busy i 
IXDublcd with bat one devil, the idle man is visited J 
by a tbousand." Idleness first draws its victini'l 
from honorable labors, and then whips him intO'^ 
theaters, cafes, gambling-Baloons, and darker dens 
of infamy. It denudes him of all moral beauty 
und eaoellency, strips him of self-respect, plut 
him into ruin, disease, and degradation ; haTingfl 
bound him hand and foot, it plunges his bodya 
into an unhonored grave, and consigns hia soul;J 
to " e.verJasting destruction from the presence of tht 
Lord, and from the (floty of his power." "Well J 
hath Holy Writ described the ruin of the indolent \ 
man 1 He began by hating labor, and crying, "Yei J 
a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of (Ae 
tuiTids to sleep." The first visible effect of his sloth 
was seen in his field and vineyard, " which was aS 
grown oner with thorns, and nettles had covered Ou 
face diei'mf, and the slone-icall thereof was broken 
dmcn." TJnalarmed by this growing desolation, the 
sluggard maintained his hatred of toil, till, as the 
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stroke of war fails upon an unsuspecting hamlet,, I 
or a traveler, long on the way, arrives at last, eo ' 
poverty and want overwhelmed bim in irretrterabls J 
destructioD. 

Perhaps ray reader replies to this deeply-shaded , 
Bcene, that such ruin is an extreme case, and not ' 
likely to occur to youeg men generally. True,. 
it is extreme; but it is equally true that vast 
numbers of young meii annually sink thus from 
positions of high promiaa into utter ahaadonment 
and destruction. But admit that the idle youth 
BO trims between sloth and industry as to avoidJ 



utter ruin — what tlii 
niScant life. Ilis placi 
tmted by certain hooks 
are lettered " Succed: 



I He lives a useless, 
!G in society is aptly illus-l 
in a Boston library, whichfl 
on. their backs. ^ 
" Suocedaneum 1" exclaims the visiter; "what sort 
cif a book is that?" Down it coinesj vhcn lol 
B wooden block, shaped just like a book, is 
bands. Then he understands the tncaniug of th« 1 
oecult title to be, "In the place of another;" and' ' 
that wooden book is used to fill vacant places, 
and to keep genuine volumes from falling into 



126 



THE YOUNG MAN'S OOIINSKLOE. 



confusion. Such is an idler in eocictj. . 
in form, but a bluck in fact. Living for no liigh J 
end, giving out no instruction — a dumb, despised 
" Siicoetlunuuiu " among mankiiid. 

Nor is this all. Bebuld eucb tt mun drswingj 
Digh to tlie end of his existence! His pamperea J 
And slothful body ia tossing upon an uneasy 1 
His pale face betokens his approach to the baar| 
of final confiiet. Ilis life now passes in sad i 
view before hia closing ejes! How like a deaertp 
waste it looks! Vainly he searches for some sol-^ 
itary sign that he has not lived in vain. M^aught 
Dut the dead level of a sandy plain appears. 
Groaning with anguish, he crios out: 

" My life has been as the passage of a 
over the ocean 1 — as the journey of a pilgriju 
across a desert ! Not a token of my industry, 
not a trace of my footsteps ! No, no more thau 
if my mother had not borne me !" 

And with this melancholy utterance, he troo- ■ 
lilcs- shudders, and expires 1 

And now, young man, having said enough to J 
convince yon that your highest interests requir* 1 
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of yon. a life of cheerful labor, I demand ] 
iolcmn resolve to become a Ime son <jf iDdastr) 
I know all the witcheries of iho^e ihinga whiotf 
incline you to idleness; the atrength of the leadi 
encj to sloth in your own breast, and the mauf J 
failnrcs at self-conqueat wbich are recorded i 
your past Lietory. But I also know, that if yoa 1 
will seek the aids of rd'iijion, they will prove suffi- 1 
cient for your utmost needs. Rcligiun will tcacbj 
you that industry is a solemn DOIV you owe tfr 1 
God, whose command is, Be "siuoent in busi- ' 
hesb!" Who says of every disciple of his Son, 
"Let him labor, working viilh ftis handi the thing 
tohich 18 good, (hat he maff have lo give la him that 
needelh." Religion will shed luster upon yon 
meanest toils, by converting them into so i 
acts of service to almighty God. It will cheer 1 
your labors with beams of beauty aud glory, from 1 
thoso realms of eternal rest, where employment I 
will be unaccompanied by toil. It will fill yonxj 
Eoul with contentment and joy, submission and!* 
hope; and arm you with strength to "come off 
more than conqKerur" over all foes to industry nnd 
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purity, " through Christ who loved you^ and gave 
himself for you.** The burdens of life thus 
lightened of their weight, you^ shall endure them 
cheerfully, so that, whenever you fall in the em* 
brace of death, it may be said of you, in the words 
of Aldich, 

" His sufferings ended with the day, 
Tet lived he at its close ; 
And breathed the long, long night aiitay 
In statue-like repose. 

But when the sun, in all his state, 

Illumed the eastern skies, 
He passed through glory's morning gaidt 

And walked in paradise.'* 
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CHAPTER VII, 



J^ S the ncquisition of knowledge depends mora 
/J^ upon what a man ri:viemhers than upon the 
quantity of hia reading, so the acquisition of prop- i 
erty depends more upon what is saved than upon J 
what is earned. The largest reservoirs, though fed 
by abundant and living Bpringa, will fail te supply 
tlieir owners with water, if secret leaking- places 
are permitted to drain off their contents. In like 
manner, though hy his skill and energy a man may j 
convert his business into a flowing Pactotus, crei 1 
depositing its golden sands in his coffers, yet, 
through the numerous wastes of unfrugal habita, 
he may live embarrassed and die poor. Economy J 
is the guardian of property — the good genius I 
whose presence guides the footsteps of every pros 
perous and succcBsful man. 

Economy is a. trite and forbidding theme. Tat , 
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young man will feel tempted to pass it by, and pro- 
ceed to the next chapter. But I beseech him to 
read on, since his social advancement depends, in 
a good degree, upon his frugality. He had better 
be doomed, like the sons of ancient Jacob in 
Egypt, to make bricks without straw, than to enter 
the scenes of active life without economy for a 
companion. Study well, therefore, young man, the 
following picture : 

Ealph Montcalm is a merchant's clerk, en- 
joying a fair salary. His age is about twenty-two; 
his appearance is genteel, without foppishness; 
his manners are gentlemanly and polite, without 
affectation. By strict fidelity to the duties of hi? 
station, he has gained a high reputation for in 
dustry, energy, and integrity. He is also under- 
stood to be worth a few hundred dollars, which he 
has invested with great caution and judgment, 
where it will yield him a safe and profitable return. 
Tho general impression concerning him, amoofl; 
the merchants in his vicinity, is, that he will one 
day be a man of some importance in society. A 
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elirewil business man remarked, one duy, to hU^ 
employer, "Your clerk haa the eleinecta of a 
oessful merchant." 

"Tea, sir; Ralph is destined to wield consider* 
able inSuence 'od change,' ooe of these days; and 
being very economical in hU habits, he can hardly 
fail of becoming u rich man." 

S'jch was the reply of Ralph's master. It 
showed that the clerk was acting on those prin- 
ciples which, in the estiination of espericncsd 
men, insure success. Yet Ralph's conduct found 
no sympathy from the fashionable disciples of 
dandyism, who filled sitiiationa similar to his own, 
as will bo soen by the following oonversatioDS. 

Ralph was walking home, one evening, from hif ■ 
counting- room, when a felJow-elerk, who was quite i 
an exquisite in his own estimation, overtook him*J 
He was puffing a cigsr after the most appro 
rnshion. Stepping up to Rjdph, he touched hira 
ou the arm, and said, 

'•Good evening, Mr. Montcalm." 

"Good evening, sir," replied Ralph, to this sal'l 
station ; a few Qammonp1acoi< pa°sed between theniJ 
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nod thea tbe dandy, taking out his case of Hfr | 

"Will jou take a cigar with mc, Mr. Mont- | 
calm?" 

"I thank yoo, sir, but I never smoke 1" replied 
Balph, with at) emphasis which left no room for 
pprsuasion. 

"Never smoke !" exclaimed the astonisbedl 
dandy, replacing the cigar-ease in hia pocket. I 
" What on earth can induce you to deny yourself I 
BO deliciouB a luxury?" 

"It is a luxury that costs too much, sir^ for ma | 
to indulge in it. I really can not afford it." 

'0, I see," retorted the smoker, as he puffed-l 
fortli an enormous column of smoke from bil I 
Bleaming mouth; "you belong to the race of I 
miaera, and are set on saving your money, instead J 
of enjoying life as it passes. For my part, I d&-J 
Bpise all such stinginess, and calculate to enjoy all J 
the pleasure- money will buy." 

Ralph took no notice of his companion's 
polite insinuations, but in a kindly tone answE 
"The use of tobacco, in every form, is popitiyely i 
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injurious to heaUti and iatelloct; as a hal 
is filthy, vulgar, and disgusting, to all but those 
who nse it. Beside this, it makes a. hcavv and 
constant drain on tbo purse. I confess, I am too 
stingy to pay bo high a price for a luxury which 
would shorten my life, fill me with disease, and 
render mo disgusting to others. I woiild rathat 
save my money for high and noble uses." 

This Bonflihle reply was too much for the smoker ' 
to endure. He, therefore, gruffly replied : " Yon 
talk more like a Puritan than a gentleman;" and 
hurried forward, leaving Ralph to his reBectiouB, ' 
which were certainly more agreeable than tlitf| 
company of such an empty-brained exquisite. 

On another occasion, he was thrown into tlw J 
society of another of these contemptible childreS'l 
of fashion, who, in the course of conversatioSf J 
inquired, 

" Where do jou board, Mr. Montcalm ?" 

"At Mrs. Brown's, in G street." 

"Indeed! How can you think of boaidiog 1 
■uoh an unfashionable street?" 

"H is my fashion to seek respectability. 
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fort, cleanlinesB, and purity, in my heme; and all I 
ibeac I Liive at Mra, Brown's." 

"That may te; but G street is suoli a— — 

unfaghioD^ble street 1 — and Mrs. Brown is a. pool I 



"Very true; but still I find genuine comfort^ 
abundant food, and amiable society, at her bouse; J 
and at a price which I can well alTord to pay. ] 
'What, then, should I gain by going up tana to I 
one of your fasbionablo bouses ? What do you 1 
pay, where you board?" 

"I pay rather high in proportion to my sal- 1 
ary, to be sure. My board costs me six dollara 1 
a week. But then every thing la in style j tha 1 
boarders are all fashiimaUe young men, and I 
get into Gome of the highest society in tbe cit^ 
through their influence, besides gaining the rep- 
utation of being fashionable myself." 

"But how do you manage to meet all your 
expenses ? Your salary is only five buodted 
dollars per annual. Tou pay over three hun- 
dred dollars for buatd. Your other expenses "are 
ID proportion. I do not see how you can cvei 
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eipeet to rise above juur clerkship, ot ev 
niarrj. \rithoiit saving Gomotliing for capital; and 
BaTiDg, according to your Etateinents, is out of the 
question." 

"Saving I Don't talk of saving, Mr. Mont- 
oalm I I should be very happy to be out of debt 
Ab to business or marriage, I dare not think of 
either, unless some good-natured merchant should 
be foolish enough to make mo his partner." 

"You may well say foolish; for who but a 
'good-natured fool' would dream of taking you, 
or any other slave of fushiouahle life, into part- 
nership? For myself, I intend both to marry 
and to enter into busioesa at a proper time. 
Hence, I can not afford to be a fiishionable young 
man. It costs too much. I prefer the real com- 
fort of a respectable home, aod the gains of traf\% 
gnlity, to the ruinous reputation of being 'i 
of fashion.' I wish you good luorning, sir." 

'fiood morning, Mr. Montcalm," replied ' 
fashionable young gentleman; and they parted, 
the former to mount the path of honor, the 
latter to flutter a while, like a stupid moth, 
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around the lamp of faahion, to burn hU wings, I 
and then to craw! in obaeuritj to an unhonored ' 
grave. 

The reader must view Ralph Montcalm in yd 
another eccne. It is laid in the counting-room 
of a merchant, with whom Ralph had been trans- 
acting some business in his employer's behold ■ 
Just before he lefl, a gentlemaa entered on | 
an errand of benevolence. A poor family, in veij.l 
destitute cireumstances, needed aid to keep tbeuij 
from starvation. So stated the visitor, and thea-| 
he Bsked, 

"Gentlemen, what ^\ yon give?" 

"Too poor to give!" one of the clerks abraptly 1 
replied. He was well known for liis love of ttriv- 
iog a la tandem along the (lity avenues. 

"It costs me so muuh to live, I can't give any 
thing!" said another, whose very costly &nd 
fashionable attire placed bis statement above sus- 
picion, 

"Haven't a dollar to spare I" bluntly responded 
a third, who was remarkable for being almosi , 
buried under a load of debts. 
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aid Ralph, i 
3 lie quietly banded 



1 to Mve to eveij 
o larger than oars, 



"Put me down two dollars," 
half whisper, to the collector, ; 
him that amount. 

" How ia it that yon can affor 
one that asks ? Your salary is n 
and yet we can hardly pay our hills. Giving, mtk ■ 
us, is oat of the qaeation," said the chief clerk to 
Kalph. 

Ralph srailod and replied, "Gentlemen, the ' 
difficulty is easily solved. Yon live high ; I live 
moderately. You are estravagant ; I economize. 
You wear the costliest clothing, and follow every 
changing fashion ; I dress respertably, and avoM 
extremes. You spend large Bams per > 
cigars, wines, riding, theaters, operas, balls, and 
costly suppers; I deny myself t 
partly because of their cost, 
of their immoral tendenci 
intellectual; they afford me higher and puroi 
enjoyment than yours, and cost much less. 
Hence, while you are poor, I have money in^ i 
Tested, and something to spare to alleviate the 
sorrows of others. Good morning, gentlemen." ^ 



jelf these indulgence^ fl 
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Sucb is the exampio of economy which I desire 
to urge upon jou, joung man, for jour imitatioa 
Not a miserly meanness, which denies itself th* 4 
common comforts of life, and shuts itself within | 
walla of triple steel against the appeals of bener- i 
olcDce; but such a manly, generous habit of c 
pending your resources as will tend to improve 
your condition, without debasing your nature — 
to mate you a man of property, without sinking 
you to tbc sordid level of a. miser. The princi- 
ples, which make such admirable economistB aa J 
young Ealph Jfontealm, are : 

1. Always let toub F.xpENDinntB be le£ 
THAN voua IKCOME. This is the grand elemeiH 
of success in acquiring property. To carry id 
out Tc qui res resolutioo, self-denial, self-reliancs^ 
But it must be done, or you must be a poor maii^ 
all through life. If, for example, your income IB 
«i'x dollars a week, you must live on Jive, or /ouTftl 
if you can with decency. But further: 

2. Little EXPEiVSEg must be oabefitlIi'^ 
nuAKDED A04INST. I once saw a full-grown oat^ 
erpillar home along the garden path by an t 
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oi" tinj ants, wliicli had made him their captivej' 
at another time I silw an insect, aomcwhat ressm- 
blicg a. dragon-fly, bearing off u ca,terpillar by bis 
own unuidcd. strength. In both cqbgb the Tictim 
pcrishod; and it made little diflbrence whether he 
vas in tbo bands of a Eingle dragon-fly, or of an 
army of ants. Thus, many little expenses are aa 
fatal to a young man's prosperity as a great speo- 
nlatioQ wliich ruins at n single bloir. Tho formei 
will as Burely bear bim to tbe grave of poverty a 
the latter. Hence, the pence so foolishly epont oVJ 
cigars, confectionery, fruit, icG-creams, soda-water^J 
etc., must bo retained in tba purso of the youngS 
man who intends to take rank in respectable soci- 
ety. If they escape, tbey will, in spite of all his 
resistance, be like the ant army, and will bear r 
him to a pauper's grave. Dt^ii/ thyself, in little 
Bs in great things, is a necessary condition of 1 ( 
prosperity. 

3. Atoid the habit os oErrrNO into dew 
Attention to tbe above mauma will make the o1»-:| 
•ervanoa of this one easy. Still, there is, \ 
mtuds, such a fascination in tbe act of buying OB^ 
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credit, tbat thej will do it even when ttey hai 
cosh in tlieir pockets. Tou must avoid ttis pra<^ 
tice. Pay for whnt jou purchase, at It 
you begin business; and then buy very cautioa*lyl| 
and you will rarely buy what you do not i 
To be in debt is to be enslaved; it is a prolifi 
Bource of care ; an occasion of temptation to e^ 
travagnnce; it often leads to falsehood, disboOr 
esty, gambling, destruction. Debt destroys i 
than the cholera. Therefore, young man, aTo!d| 
debt. 

4. Avoid littleness. You saw Ralph Mont- " 
calm ready to give to the poor. You laust do 
the same, if not from pare benevolence of feeling, 
at least out of regard for yourself Strict ecom 
omy may lapse into sordid covetouaness, an 
the frugal man contemptibly mean. I have beeiij 
told of a wealthy farmer, a professor of religion, 
who invited a student, just licensed to preach, h» 
Btay at his house daring a series of religious meet* I 
ings he waa conducting in the neighborhoocL | 
Wlien the young preacher was about to leave, tbfj 
farmer accompanied him to the gate, expressiiij J 



great pleasure for hia visit and labors. Just before | 
tbe; parted, he said, 

"Mr. , I should like to make jou a smi^Kl 

preEent." 

" I thank you, sir," said the joung student, bow- 
ing acquiescence to the welcome suggestion. 

The farmer then took a tnentj-five cent coiiiil 
from his pocket, and aaid, 

"This is the smallest change I have. If 
will give mc twelve and a hulf cents in cha 
you maj keep the resL 

'I have no silver about me," replied the 
dent, as he leaped on to his horse, eoarcely abl^ 
to conceal the combined emotions of indignatioa^ 
and inerriracnt which struggled within him for 
expression. 

If this fact had not been related in niy hearing 
by the aforesaid student, I oould hardly have be- 
lieved ihat any man could have acted with such 
contemptible littleness as that farmer; yet such i 
the meanness of spirit which will grow upon ttu 
man whose economy is not joined to some form 
of benevolent action. Therefore, I repent the 
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injunction — avoid littleness, Ijj- carefully cultt J 
vating a generous, pliilautliropiu spirit, amiiist a 
your plans of frugality. 

There is another element of bucccbs whicli i 
worthy of a few thoughts. I mean tact, or veraatil-J 
ity — a power of self-adaptation to every new opeii-4 
ing of Providence. A wen of tact immediately 
fills a new position with naturalness, and, however 
he himself may feel its embarrassments, he foroea 
the impression upon others that he is just the mavJ 
for the place. On the other hand, without taet, »■ 
man is impracticable. Change his sphere, and lie 
acts stiffly, awkwardly; ho is lihe a stiff-joi 
country recruit at his first drill; bo uncouth are 
his roOTemcnts that lookers-on exclaim, "D 
never do!" Hence, his friends lose their in teree^ 
in his advaneeuient. They fear to advance him,! 
lest liis clownishness should mortify their pride. 1 
He is left to pine in the obscurity of a lowly pi^ 1 
sit ion. 

liut (act is the gift of nature. Yes; tn aoniB 1 
extent it is so. Versatility is easier to some thasil 
to others. That is, it requires less effort in ftomo-fl 
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than in others, to adapt themselves to new relt*-' 
tions to society. But even the versatility of tha 
proudest sons of genius is the offspring of self- 
culture. The man who sliines in an ex^te 
tion, who appears in it with such perfect ease thu^l 
one might infer he was born to fill it, has gained" 
the confidenee which inspires him with ease by 
previous self cultivation. A man who is true to 
himself is always in advance of his actual posi- 
tion; hence, when called to higher posts, he moves 
into them and fills them with propriety and dig- 
nity. This is tacC And the mental training which 
creates tact is within the reaob of every youn^4 

But what has religion to do with these elenientM 
of success in life ? It might as properly be askej,'! 
What has an anchor to do with the safety o< 
ship? For, as the latter is held at a secure d 
tance from the shore, notwithstanding the drivi 
l^le, BO is a young man hound to the practice ?f^ 
economy and the cultivation of tact hy the authoi 
itative claims of religion. Pride, sensuality, and ' 
nastom ari^ like strong windR, beating lifu's youDf; 
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voyager upon tbe rocks of prodigalitj, or I 
quicksands of extravagaocG. Iteligion Bnchors I 
him fast, by her strong principles. She exacts | 
diligence, industry, honesty, by her precepts; i 
pictures the desolation of the spendthrift by her 
inimitable draniug of the Frodigal Son; she 
checks waste by teaching the doctrine of accounts 
ability to Grod far all we possess; thundering in 
every ear her call of " Give an account of iJij/ siew- 
arcUhipI" Concerning the duty of fitting one's 
self to fill his station with honor, tho precept of 
Paul to Timothy is opposJts ; " Study to show Oi^- 
tdf approved uiUo God, a workman that Jieedelh not 
to he ashamed." And again: " Giiie thyttlf 
ulwUy" to the duties of thy vocation, " ikal (ky l 
profiting may appear to all." This eKhortatton, 
eelf-applied by every young man, would constituto ' 
hiui, in a greater or less degree, a man of tact. 

Thus docs religion in the soul give vigor and 
fruitfulness to every element of prosperity in hu- 
man character. Viewed in all its aspects, it justi- 
fies the heautiful Dgure of the good man in iha 
Bong of the royal psalmist : " lie shall l-e like a 
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tree planted hi/ the' rivers of water ^ that Jmngeth 

forth his fruit in his season : his leaf shall not 

wither; and whatsoever he doeth shaU prosper,** 

10 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

HARMONY OF CHARACTER. 

THE Abbe Mennais has made this beauti- 
ful remark: That "from the sun, whence 
pour inexhaustible floods of light and life, down 
to the. spring that, drop by drop, exudes from 
the rock, all is ordered for a given end, to 
which all contribute in an infinite variety of 
ways, that are the more admired the more they 
are contemplated. There is not an action, a 
movement, in the universe, that does not suc- 
cessively contribute to the growth of a tuft of 
moss." 

In this harmony of nature — a harmony so com- 
vlete and so necessary, that the failure of any 
one operation in the universe would neutralize 
the action of all the rest, and denude the cartb 
of its beauty and adornment — we may learn a 
profitable lesson in relation to the influence of 
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character upon suouesa. In the jirceeJing chap- I 
ters, I bare prescDtcd varjoua eleiiietits of char- 
acter in their relation to a prosperous lifi!. They 
hart been treated sepunitel;; and, lest the reader 
should fall into the blunder of aapposing that 
any one of them can smg^i/ lewd to success, I 
vrish to say, irith emphasis, that as in the opera- 
tions of nature, so in the conflicts of life, the 
effect of great BUCceBS la produced by the kanno- ^ 
nwiis comliinalii/it of each and every vaiuabia 
quality. The absence of one qualification niaj] 
hinder tho productiveness of all the rest; the ' 
excess of another may undo all that the proper 
action of the rest had aooomplished. For exam- 
ple, let a young man be industrious, versatile, 
energetic, intelligent, and yet lack integrity, what 
becomes of his prosperity ? He tnay aequira ■■ 
wealth by diBboncst means, but he must live I 
without the confidence of good men, and 
the fool (tielh." Or, suppose him to have integ- 
rity, intelligence, industry, economy, and to be 
defective in energy, he will sink, in spite of all 
his high qualiScationS] beneath the obstacles 
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wLich Ho in every man's path to 
Or, ag3.in, let him have aa excess Qf energy, ha-' 
will be rash and fall into irretrievable min; 
htm be escesaiveiy frugal, and he will become a 
miser; let bim be over versatile, he will be the 
"rolling stone which gathers no moss;" an ex- 
oessive attachment to letters will convert him . 
into a theorist or a book-worm. Thus, it ia 
apparent, that, to insure success, a young man 
most diligently attain, and prudently cultivate, 
all those particalar excellences which, when pos- 
sessed in combination, make a failure next to 
impossible. 

What reader of holy Scripture lias not felt a 
moat tender regard for that interesting youth, 
who, in all the eagerness of self-confidence, stood 
complacently before the great Teacher aad asEsd, 

"Good Matter, loAoi HuiU I do to inherit etemai 

lifir 

With what elation of soul did that young eelf- 
deceiver listen to tho reply of the great Heart* 
searcher: " If Owv, will enter into life, keep the 
commandments !" 



Exulting in his fancied triumph, the yoang i 
replied, " All Uiete I haee hc^t from my t/outh i 
What lack lyttf 

By one stroke — a stroke Bevereij kind — 
Bedeemer prostrated all hia hopes : " Tet lackest 
THOU ONE TUiNo!" And then he gave him a 
practical test, which at oneo aofoldcd his true 
state to his startled mind, and convinced him that, 
however estcrnallj spotless ho might be, his heart 
was supreinelj eelfish, Ue lacked that self-devo- 
tion to the glorj of God vfhich is the essence of 
Lall true religion — a lack that neutralized all hU>s 
exeellences, and was fatal to hia confidence in tltfl 
Divine favor. 
Young man, you may, in like manner, fail of 
true greatness through one fatal deficiency, and 
be ranked with the men so fitly described by tbeiH 
r 



C^irjing, I HJ. tio itamp of 
Their virtues olss— be they ta 

^sU, in itii- gciidriil feusiire, tiki 
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Lord Byron's history furiiisliea a most painful i 
esample of the ruin resulting from the want o 
Eymmetr; in character. To use the splendid diw 
tioD of Macaulav, "He was horn to all men coTetll 
and admire. But in every one of those emiuent j 
advuntagea which he possessed over others, there 
was mingled something of miaerj and debasement. 
He was sprung from a house, ancient, indeed, aud 
noble, hut degraded and impoverished by a series 
of crimos and follies. The young peer had greofc 1 
intellectual powers; yet there was an unsound part 1 
in his mind. He had naturally a generous and'j 
tender heart, but his temper was wayward an^ I 
irritable. He had a head which statuaries love^ 
to copy, and a foot the deformity of which tlU 
beggars in the street mimicked. He was distil^ 
guished hy the strength and hy the weakness rf"J| 
his intellect; affectionate, yet perverse— a poor I 
lord, and a handsome cripple." 

AVhat was the result of these opposite combUJ 
talions? — of this lack of moral symmetry? The J 
first noticeable efforts of his muse, being directed:'! 
by hia pervcrae temper, brought him a harvest of'l 
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fiDiitouipt aud hatred. Stung to tLe quick, hi 
exerted Lis noble genius, and produced a conipo- 
Biticn which raised him to the pinnacle of fame; 
ftiid "all this world, and all the glory of it, were 
at once offered to him." Lilce a spoiled child, 
he now yielded to the violence of his passions, 
and thi^ bitteruesa of his temper. For this society 
cast him out .of its pale. He fled to Italy, and 
there, by turns, cultivutcd his genius and grat- 
iGed bis passions. Ho lost bis health, his hair 
became gray, his food ceased to nourish him. 
The Grecian struggle for independence roused, f 
a time, his nobler sentiments. He dragged It 
diseased body to Missolonghi; and there, at thv 
sge of thirty-sis, this " most celebrated Engliah-a 
man of the nineteenth century, closed hie brilliontn 
tuid miserable career." 

Who will deny that Lord Byron's life wan aj 
splendid foilure? Why was it so? Not for lack , 
at high quatlties of mind, bat through exced 
of low and degraded passions. Had this nnhapjy 
man subdued his evil qualities, and Bedulouatn 
cultivated what was high and noble in his t 
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hiii Dame would have passed down to posteriLj oj 
a model of all excolleney and beauty. N^eglecting 
this, he stands among the images of tlie past, 
like Gomc griui ghost on the great highway of 
life, scaring the advacclng traveler from the waja 
of eelf-neglect and self-indulgence. 

To reBtst temptations, to be prepared for i 
emergencies, to riiic to real emiacDce, to 
life's great end, jou must avoid the esampla 
before jou. Yoa must cultivate all the condl- . 
tions of fiuccesa, and especially those in which " 
you find yourself moat deScient. See to It, ttiat 
there are neither excet-sea nor defects in your 
character, but a barmoiiious blending, a delightful . 
Bymmetry, formed of fittiug proportions of everj 
high quality. 

How shall this symmetry of character be at* 1 
tained 7 By what means shall the young man \ 
repress his low and debasing qualities, develop I 
what is noble and beautiful in human naturcj andl^ 
maintain a due proportion of each element of B 
cial superiority ? This is a great question. I wit) | 
aiteicpt its solution. 
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Figure to your mind a perfeut circle; observe I 
tLnt its perfection depends upon the cquidistuoce 
of every part of its line from tlio poiut iu its 
eentei TLe least deviation would destroy ite 
pitrfoctibility. Harmony of character is, is iiks 
maDner, produced by the action of some great 
central principle upon the conduct — a principle 
whose coniprehengive grasp reaches to every act 
and feeling, regulating, stimulating, repressing, 
or guiding, as circumstances may require, 8uob 
^ principle, standing like the central point in tliel 
circle, and wielding absolute authority over the 
eoul, is the only sure means of producing that . 
harmony of character so essential to success. 

The stern heroism of Heoulub, the Roman 
general, may serve to illustrate the influence of 
such a principle. This brave soldier, after being 
defeated, and kept in captivity for several years, 
was sent by the Carthaginians with an embassy 
to Home, to solicit a cessation of arms and m 
eschangc of prisoners. To secure his inQueDDfti. 
iu their favor, they made hiin swejr that, if the 
liesired end was not attained, ho would rctnni 
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to Cartilage. The Koman took the oal.b, ; 
ileparted. 

Touched with the misfortuDea of their generafig 
the ILouiDD senate was dii^posed to treat for pea 
and retain the heroic Begulua. But he, knowi 
Ihe weakness and cihaiifitioii of Cutthage, boldljn 
advised the coDtiuuance of the war. Upon thij^ 
the senate rejected the overtures of the embos- 
^dors; and, knowing the fate which awaited their 
general, entreated him to remain at Rome. Hifi 
wife, hia children, hia friends, with tears and I 
embraces, besought bim not to rush ou cert^ua j 
destruction. Ho was inexorable. He had swora | 
to return, and no considerations could change his ] 
iron purpose to keep his oath. He did return,,! 
Knd his nngeneroua foes, to their eternal infamj',. i 
put him to death in the most cruel and maligDaoV.I 



^Vliat waa it that made Begnlns proof agunA*J 
the tears of his friends, the love of his wife, th#'l 
affection of his children, the fear of death? — &>tM 
he resisted all these to fulfill hia oath. Was he 1 
an unfeeling stoic? Nayl but be was animated. | 
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bj tliut noble piinciple of Roman honor, whic 
taught that death was preferable to a. false, 
mean, or a dastardly action I And it was thia 
controlling sentinicnt, expelling or subduii 
othera, which led him to prefer his heroic dceCb , 
to the Tiolution of a Roman's word. It also pre* j 
Beryed him from sacrificing the interests of hu i 
country to his own safety. It made him at ones. ^ 
& pntriot and a hero. 

XhoB, you may perceive that the influence of 
m noble principle is like the action of the centrip* J 
etal force on the solar Bystem, As that attruciivo 
energy steadily maiutuina the unity and order of 
the universe, so a lofty, compteheDsive, authori- 
tative principle subdues the thoughts, emotions^ 
and actions to itself, and maintains a delightful i 
harmony in the life of a young man, whiuh com- 
mands the udmirution and confidence of mankind. 
It is thii wave-line of beauty, which, running 
through all his conduct^ imparts gracefuint 
each act, and dignity and propriety to his entini 
character. 

Jt is, therefore, a (juestlou uf great moment to 
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evorj young man, where to obtain a priacipV. 
flufficiently comprehensiTG und powerful to : 
latG all the parts of hia conduct, so as to form one 
haimoDioos whole. Soiuo are BatisGcd with the 
■ectlment of honor, Buch as ruled the Roman pat-'^ 
riot. But that is obvioualj not sufficiently c 
prehensive. Tour modern men of honor arq % 
blera, duelists, tyrants. Sabbath-breakers, drunk-f 
ards, speculators, and the like ; such thin 
being prohibited in the code of honor as estab=] 
lished by public opinion, and the conduct > 
1 "great men" falsely so called. Neither is t' 
law of self-respect sufficient. It doubtless doeai| 
much to regulute life in the sphere of hor 
ia not proof against the temptations which assailj 
men when abroad. Look, for instance, to 
alarming fact, that the theaters, brothels, i 
other places of sinful resort in large cities, 
nhiefly supported by persona from the countiy. I 
And who are these men from interior towns?"' 
What are they, when at home, but rigid moralisu | 
in appearance ? Diligent, self-denying men in || 
their general habits, but immoral on occasion* | 
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and opportuaitiea. The reason is obvious. Tbcy 
aro restrained among their friends ouly by thai I 
low standard of Belf-rcBpect which fears degrade 
tion in the eyes of others, bat shrinlia not from 
being mean in its own eyes, aDd gailty iu the I 
Bight of God. It is not at all Burprising, that I 
such a, flimsy defense against temptation often J 
yields to a fierce and persevering assault. 

A fearful illustration of the absolute poweiv I 
lessnces of these restraints, when the soi 
powerfoUy tempted, is furnished in the oasi 
the late Professor Webster, If ever mortal man 1 
was placed in a situation to maintain a high char- | 
acter, through motives of self-respect and nonor, 
he was that man. Educated, highly respectable 
in his connections, moving in the most refiued 
and elevated circles in social life, widely knows , 
througli his connection with the mother of Amer- ) 
icau urtiversities, ihe husband of an accomplished 
wife, the father of amiable, lovely daughters, and 
the possessor of what ought to have been an ample 
income — how could he fail of feeling, in their 
full force, the claims of honor and the demand! 
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of aelf-respeet ? For him to do ii notorioualfl 
mean or unlawFuI act, v/as to fall from the loftiei 
pinnacle of racial honor lo the lowest rulle; c 
Bbanic. He knew this: hence, hooor and self^ 
respect combined to keep him withio the bound? 
of right and truth. But, alas! how ineffectual 
were these restraints! Failing to reach the 
temple of the sonl, they left him a prey to prid« 
eitravagancc, and passion. Pushed by pride 
extravagance, and by extravagance into embarraBjl 
ments, and hy these again into acts of meanness 
which, if proclaimed, would wound hia haughtj 
pride, his passions urged him to strike the ded 
perate blow of murder, to free himself from tbl 
threatening danger. Passion won the day, 
slew Patroelus, but fell into the hands of Achilj 
lee. By striking a man from existenoe, whom \ 
deemed his tormentor, he becnme a, felon, i 
dragged hy the stern hand of the law from hi* 'I 
high position to the scaffold! Alas! that hi|i j 
self-respect and his sense of honor should baytf. t 
iiiiled to keep bim from moral deformity and IrOitt*] 
oTimel That it did not is an obvious fact] Ulfl'l 



OF CHARACTEE. 



bfaat it can not be reliGil upon ia the hour y 
[ho tempter does bis atmost, ia equullv (lemunstra- 
blc, from the nature of the cose, and from the j 
history of mankind. 

Far higher, therGfore, must that young man f 
look than mere honor or self-respect, who would 
attain to symmetry and stability of character. J 
Ueugion alone can farnish him with a prinoiplo 
at ouoe potent and comprehcnBivc enough for bis 
Btern neceBsIties, Religion establishes itself c 
tbe throne of the soul. It exerts its restraining 1 
and transforming power over the will, the i 
lect, and the emotions. It persuades, entrcatB, j 
and it also commands with Divine authority. 
It lays the soul under the weiglitiest obligation * 
to walk by its great, all-embracing principle. I 

"WllETHEB, TnEBEFORE, TE EAT OR DRINK, 

whatsoever ye do, do ail to tue cloey 0» "j 
God." 

Here ia a far-reaching principle, laying every J 
«ct, thought, and motive under contribution; do- ] 
manding tbe utter negation of self, and tbe subor> 
dination of the eniire man, physical and spiritual. 
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to the law of God. As tie mpterious magnet 
poinls unerringly to the norlliern pole of the earlh," 
so docs this law direct the aoul of the ^ouug inan 
to " the 'jloi-y of God." He must repudiate what- 
ever act or thought dishonors his Creator; he must J 
resolutely practice every thing, hoivever It may crn- I 
oify the passions, which tends to glorify the Ood I 
of heaven. Here, then, is & principle suited to I 
his necesiiitieB, whoso operation, if submitted t 
must, from the nature of the case, produce a loveljj 
symmetry of character. It will bind and reEtraii^ 
unlawful passion, create integrity — stimulate te ■ 
energy, to self-c"lturo, to industry, to economy, to | 
tact, to every thing that develops noble qualities 
and latent powers. Nor are its requisitions 
of iuipoEsiblo pcrfoTuiauce. The same authority 
which announces the law also vouehsafes power ta , 
obey. "Ye shall receive power from on high I'* ] 
"My grace is sufficient for thee," are the encour i 
aging promises of the Lawgiver to every willing J 
recipient of bis command. And so effectually iv I 
that aid vouchsafed to every submissive and be> 1 
lieving mind, that, filled with conscious power, it I 
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can view all the temptations of the inner and outer 
life^ and exclaim^ ^'I can do all things through 
Christ, who strengtheneth me I" 

To religion, therefore, young man, do I earnestly 
commend you, as the surest means of attaining 
harmony of character. Only let the "glory of 
God run like a silver thread through all your ac- 
tions," and you shall stand forth before the world 
a symmetrical man, and, hence, a man of powsr; 
for 

**'Tii moral grandeur makes the miglitj *»<^** ** 

u 
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CHAPTER IX 

VICE AND ITS ALLUREMENTS. 

ANTE, in his Divina Comedia, describes a 
broad-shouldered mountain rising before bim, 
directly after be bad gone astray " from tbe path 
direct." Kesolute of purpose, he prepared to jour- 
ney " over that lonely steep ;" but he says : 

•* Scarce the ascent 
Begun, when lol a panther, nimble light, 
And covered with a speckled skin, appeared; 
Nor when it saw me vanished; rather strove 
To check my onward going." 

Having overcome this beast, he adds : 

** A lion came 'gainst me as it appeared, 
With his head held aloft and hunger mad, 
That e*en the air was fear-struck, A she-wolf 
Was at his heels, who in her lameness seemed 
Full of all wants." 

Trembling before this new enemy, he was about 
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to floG, when a form appeared, i 
teurs and entreaties, said : 



reply to h 



"TllOU 



From out that savngo wtLJemDsi. This beut 
To nbom thua ctkit, her nij nil! eutTer aono 
To yaa; imdiio leu Liud'rimce nukei tbuu ilsBth." J 

The panther of BantCj with itB soft, ga; skin, is [ 
KQ emblem of voluptuousness in all its forms. The ■ 
lion is the figaro of ambitiou; tLe wolf, of avajtcQ.fl 
These three boasts beset and aBsail ovcrj travcleM 
in the way of life. First oomea the panther, whenrj 
the passions walie to life in tho yonng 
breast, striving to destroy him with the pleasures! 
of lust and appetite. If by these means he laj 
conquered — if he pemiits himself to ho charmell 
by illicit, sensual gratifications — he sinks to thsfl 
level of a brute; and his body, his name, and! 
deeds speedily rot together. If he resist tba^ 
panther, the insatiable cravings of ambition i 
□p, fierce as a lion, in his soul, and he is tempted 
to enter the lists where men do tilt and toarne]| 
for the crowns of human fame. For these, if a 
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bitiim triumph, he i'jrfcitB iho crown of evert 
lasting Jife. Should he resist, aud seek distinO"4 
tion only as a means of honoring his Creator, tha I 
wolf of avarice nest seeks his overthrow. Thiu J 
dungor sncoeeds danger, till he perishes, or, hy i 
resistance and conquest, attains a sohle Bublimitf'J 
of character; and, radiant in the rays of a vir; 
gained through the power of a religious fai 
passes in triumph through the "everlasting door 

^into the eternal paradise. 

(^ Tou, young man, are at the age in which th^ 
pnssiona and appetites begin to clamor for indul-'l 
genoe. They glow with all the fervor of fierca ■, 
desire, and prompt you to indulge yourself through.! 
means forbidden both by the co nstitution of youP-J 
nature and the laws of God . Hemenibor thali 1 
yonr Creator has implanted these propensitiasj 
within you for higL and holy purposes. The;f1 
arc not necessarily debasing and imbruting ut J 
their tendencies. They only become so wheiij4 
impatient of restraint, a youth lays the rei 
control upon their neck, and bids them dosb, wit&in 
wild impetuosity, across the Rubicon which flowed 
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along the borders between innocence and guiltj 
rigiit and wrong. But wlien, hy tlie aids ot\ 
reason and eonscienee, tho trimnpbant Boul l>&- 1 
Oomca Qonscioas of holding a blgTi moral reign-' 
over the inferior body, it rapidly risea in dignity 
and in power. The very strength of these pro- 1 
pensions, by calling the authority of the soal 1 
into eiiatenee, thus serves to promote its eleva- 
tion and develop its greatncsa. Determine, there- 
fore, young reader, to be above the servitnde of 
the senses. Let jonr intelligent soul, aided by 
Divine grace, point to the limit of Divine 
and suy to the foitniings of passion, aa God toJ 
the swelling sea, " Hillierlo sjuih ihou come, bvt\ 
no furiker; and here shall (hi/ prmtd icauei hem 
gtaj/ed!" a,nd the grace of Christ shall shut np-* 
yonr desires, as his omnipotence has "sluit uji the I 
tea with doors." 

One of your chief dangers, in this controversy 
with passion, is found iu the fact that while relig- 
ion, conscience, duty, cry, "Restrain! Dent!" 
the world, through its pleasures and its adherents, 
cries, "Enjot!" Hence, temptations and prao- 
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tioal sanctions to vicious indulgence abound. Coi 
responding to the burning desires within, arc 
abundant means to gratify them without. These 
means are so contrived as to hide the miseries of 
r vice beneath dazzling and charming appearances. 
That wretched poet, Byron, who wrote from the 
black depth of his own tormented spirit, thus 
describes it in his '^ Childe Harold :" 

** Ah Tice I how lofb are thy Toluptuous ways I 
While boyish blood is mantling, who can 'scape 
The fascination of thy magic gaze I 
A cherub hjdra round us dost thou gape, 
And mold to every taste thy dear, delusive shape.*' 

Behold bj yonder wayside a small and delicate 
tree, covered with a rich profusion of crimson 
bloom. As you stand at a distance, it strongly 
resembles a peach-tree covered with its beautiful 
blossoms. A nearer approach will undeceive you. 
Heaps of dead insects at your feet, and swarms 
of living ones floating round its bloom, and hast- 
ening to sip its fatal nectar, proclaim the poison- 
ous nature of the gaudy shrub. Yon passing 



peasant boy will tell you it ia tlio " Judaa-trce,"! 
gr, In loilian phraseologj, tlie "Red-bud." 

Sucb is viee to every young novitiate — cbarmr 
\ag to tbe eyes, esqniaitely exciting to tbe senaes, 
it allures the unwary youth to taste its forbidden 
pleasures. He sees tbe brilliant gayety of the 
saloon and tbe tbeater. Ho hears the soft, vo- 
luptuous music of tbe orchestra and the ball- 
room. 3e gates on the radiant faces of tbe 
dancers, and on the excited crowds who throng < 
the portals of the drama. He observes tbe 
ductive glances of tbe "strange woman," till bis 
blood boils, bis bead reds, bis desire^ overcome 
him. "There is pieaanre in those things," be 
eriea. Then, heedless of the admonishing shade j 
of his mother, which gazes sadly on bis tempted I 
spirit, scorning the monition of bis moral guard-/ 
'an — bis conscience, which cries "Forbear" — 
reckless of all but present joy, he flies to taste the 
forbidden nectar. One taste only inflames I 
the more. Like the insects on tbe Judas-tree, Ii^J 
heeds not the BWHrms of perished ones, bu 
and tastes again, till he is lost beyond redemptioB^ 



( Stand with me, in iTOagination, young 
3t tlie hoar of miJuight, and gaze upon the fira 
in yonder city. A large clus ter of houe es is 
wrapped in flames, which, roaring aloud, aa if 
Tojoioing in destruction, send their broad, red 
sheets and their cver-dartiag fiei'y tonguea far 
up into the gloomj' eky. At length they spread 
to an aviary containing nearly a thousand beau- 
tiful canary-birds. Unable to roniove thi 
willing to stand and sec them burned, their owneci 
opens the doors of their prison -house, and tfaftJ 
bewildered birds fly into the air. Mounted aborftf 
ihe Sames, they hover for a while in seomingv 
safety. Now they whirl in circles above the feap-J 
ful blaze, as if held by some irresistible f asci nation. j^l 
now, sweeping downward and upward, as if irres- i 
olute of purpose, they linger a little longer, till,^ 
I first one and then another drops into the burn- 
ind every little songster is speedily i». 
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VICE AND ITS ALLUREMENTS. 

not study its terrible ooiisequoncesj befure Ua | 
entera upon ita practice, he will be either blio 

: their exiatencc, or so fuacinated by the spellJ 
exerted over hia passions, that his escape will ba 1 
nest to an impossibility. So deadly ia the i 
uation of vice to a fallen youog man, that tbs I 
first indulgence by which he entera the path of I 
the sensualist might ulmo.^t claim the lines which 1 
Dante has inscribed over the gate of hell: 



■T1irougl>uie^<j< 


1 pasB iulo the city of noe, 


Throuali me ygu 


iUMS iulo eteraal iiaiii, 


Through me, an 


ODg ths people Loit for tye. 


o » 


D 1 


All hope abiuiaa 


a JO who enter heie." 



This is speaking very strongly, I am aware; , 
because the sensualist, whether drunkard, deb- 
Buohoe, or glutton, muff be pardoned aud regen- 
erated through the atonement of Jesus Christ 
Ue nuJi/, such is the all -abounding grace of Christy, 1 
Mcape the bondage of -vice, and win the tiaa 

1 of a man of virtue. But the enervating! 

uence and the ever-increasing potency oftj 
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Tioioas indulgences are so great and so mighty 
that there is little room to hope for the recovery 
of a young man, who, having been trained to pure 
principles, descends to the corruptions of a bad 
life. Vice is like the terrible cobra di capello, 
which winds itself round its victim, and from its 
deadly fangs pours poison into his blood. So 
vice enslaves and destroys. Whoever is charmed 
to its embraces, finds himself infolded in bonds 
of might, and poisoned with a morbid venom 
which irritates and stimulates his passions beyond 
the endurance of his vital powers ; till, with a 
diseased body, a hardened heart, and a remorse- 
ful spirit, he sinks to an untimely death, and is 
driven to stand, shivering with fear, before his 
r God. 

The history of mankind is a great commentary 
upon this truth. It is crowded with cases of 
those who, through the allurements of the pas- 
sions, have madly rushed on ruin. They have 
seen fortune, fame, station, reputation, and even 
empire, sliding away beneath their feet. Voices 
of friendship have stunned their ears with warn- 
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^SSsxatESTS. 


^ 


^^B ings. Euin, with grim 


and horrid visage, haa^^^H 


^H stared them in the face 


. But, spell-haund, on- ^^H 


^H chaated, charmed, they 


have heedlessly pursued ^^^| 


^f their pleasures, 




^ 


^^ " Like bird3 tlie cluumlng serpeut draws, 


■ 


^L To Orof Itfiul forciuc 


«tmUO"«'''." 


^ 


H (ill the darkaess of the 


second death sn 


rallowca 1 


^H them up forever 1 




Let mo / 1 


^H Do you ask for partici 


liar examples? 


^H lead you to that of Mabk Antonj, one 


of llie 1 


^H triumviri who governed ! 


Rome after the assassin- 1 


^H atioa of Caesar. Ho tra 




,f ligk 1 


^V military talents, the idol 


of his soldiers, the hns- ^^^| 


^H baud of the nobly-born ' 


Octavia, and one 


of tli»^^H 


^K chiefs of the greatest empire tu the world 


Tbis^^H 


^H man, as you know, waa met, in the fiillnosj 


1 of liii ^^H 


^^M strength and in the prid' 


e of his victories 


,l;tl„ ^H 


^M luicurious Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt. Lured by ^^H 


^^1 her voluptuous wiles, he 


yielded himself 


up a^^M 


^H ft life of sensuous proJl 


gulity. The feast, tbe^^^H 


^H dance, the song, absorbed hia time; the 


artifice ^ 


^H and beauty of nieopati 


-a captivated hi 


a tiuul. 


^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H 


^^^^^^^1 


^^^^^^1 





^H L72 COUNSF.LOK. ^^^H 


^^M Regardless of honor and duty. La divorced bii^^^^H 


^H vlis; reckless of consequences, lie wasted li't^^^^f 


^^M resources, neglected Ills fortunes, and saw vithon^^^^H 


^^H oonceru tbe preparations of Itis rival, OotaviiU^^^^H 


^^M to secure bis ruin. lie lay, a self-abandoned vio^^^^H 


^H tim, in the arms of his artful destrorer. K^^^^J 


^H Benso of honor, no idea of self-respect, no fsar^^^^ 


^^1 of overhanging consequences, could rouse him 1 


^^M from his futal entrancement. But the cloud EOOQ^^^^H 


^H burst over his foolish head, and in the midB^^^^H 


^^1 of tbe storm, bo lost empire, fame, and lifij^^^^H 


^H Poor KoBERT Burns, the bard of Scotland. i^^^^| 


^^H another illustration of tbe power of vice to retalj^^^^^f 


^^1 its victim. His talents raised him from the O^^^^^H 


^^1 scurity of bis early life to distinction. His gei^^^^^l 


^H crous independence of mind secured him tli^^^^| 


^H affections of those with waom ho became inti^^^^J 


^H mate. With ordinary prudence, be might hai^^^^| 


^^1 spent bis days in ease and iudependcnce. Bu^^^^^| 


^^H his noble spirit was in tbe bonds of diBsipatioQ^^^^H 


^^B Many, but vain, were bis struggles after freedoiU^^^^H 


^^H Innumerable were his resolves to conquer thl^^^^H 
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habit whith charmed and disgusted liiiu by turns.* 
riie consciouancBH he felt conceraing the utter 
liopelessnesa of hia case, is touchingly espresBed 
tr the following lines, composed hy himself, i 
prayer, in a fit of daogerona Illnesa ; 

" FiJa woulj I saj, ' Forgiya my foul offenBe," 

Fain promiso never more to disobu;; 

But tlioulil mj Author henlth ngain dlspenie, 

AgiLin I mi[jhb dnert it^ir YtrtncV w^Ji 

A^in in foUj's putli migtil go uetm;, 

Then how should 1 for lieaveuly meruj prsf, 
Who net BO counter hearenl; mcrcj'i plan — 
WIiD ain BO ofl hare mouraed, jet to lemptaUoa ran I" 

' Thia melancholy subjection of Boul to soiisa 
continued to the ctoso of his life. His last ilt- 
neaa was brought od by the dissipation of a win- 
ter's night. He died in poverty, the victim of « 
fully which wenkeuGiI his powers, dimmed tho 
luster of hia fanio, and shortened his days 
earth. Pitiful sight, to see a soul poasesscd 
such noble powera eusluved by il degrodini* vlcet 
How forcibly docs the ruin of suuli mind» provs I 
tho almost omnipotence of vico! 
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The case of Richard Brinsley Sheridan, the 
most brilliant orator of his times, is equally ii. 
point. What native greatness must have held 
its seat in his soul ! What magnificence of intel- 
lect was that which gave birth to the eloquence, 
wit, and argument, which drew from the glorious 
Burke the confession that the effect of his speech, 
in the case of Warren Hastings, was the "most 
astonishing of any of which there was any record 
or tradition;" and from the great Mr. Pitt, the 
acknowledgment that it "surpassed all the elo- 
quence of ancient or modern times.*' Yet even 
his great soul was the slave of imperious pas- 
sions. Indolence, dissipation, prodigality, held 
him bound in chains of steel, and bore him to 
distress, anguish, poverty, and ruin. Vain were 
all his agonizing struggles after his lost mora) 
freedom. This man, whose eloquence led princes 
to court his friendship, and compelled the admi 
ration of his rivals in politics and oratory, was 
arrested bv a sheriff's officer for debt, on his 
death-bed. What invincible strength ! What 
irresistible attractions! What power to debase 
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asd to weaken must \ie loJgcd in vices 
could pull down ruin on tlio head of s 
piincel; intellect as that of Kichard Brinalcjr 1 
Sheridan I 

1 have given these illustrations from the li 
of trhat are called grcut men, that the young i 
may see the power of vice over minds of the | 
largest capacity. If such men found it iu 
ble to escape, hovr can others encourage the hope. I 
of a, better fate? Nay, dear youth, the only hi 
pourBe for joa ia to KESOLUTelt let AZh VICIOUB J 

IMDULGENOE ALONE. " Aooiil it, Jjas» »0t ill/ itf 1 

turn from, it, and pass away: then shall tliovi I 
Kalk in lliJf way sn/ely, and Oiy foot shall not a 
stumble." 

The pica of every young mind that enters upoa 11 
its novitiate in tho school of vice, ia for only a 1 
little Belf-indulgcnce. The mind, while undcfiled f 
by positive eontact with the sins of the senses, 
revolts from tbo idea of a wholly-vicioai 
It views such a life as the dogs of Egypt an 
■aid to fear the crocodiles which abound i 
Nile. So intense is this fear, that, when impollej.-j 
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hy fierce thirst to drink its waters, tlicy do it a« 
Ibcv run, not during to pause long enough at 
onoe to satisfy their burning desires. 3'hus doea 
the young man propose to ti^te illicit joys. He 
would only taste and flee, leat ho should be de- 

1 Toured. (Alas! be kaowa not the terrible power 
lie uwakens, when ho i^unfia bis first drought frori 
the prohibited stToam of pleasure 1) By that c 
act, be casts away the talisman of his safety, atAM 
denial; he removes the curb from the month c 
.ust, be pours foul water upon the virgin enoH 
itnd thus places an inofi'able stain upon bis purity 
ht contracts guilt, bowb the seed of remor 
acUs bis moral freedom fur naught. A littlj 
indulgence? Never, joung mau! Allow it, 
you are lost; blindness begins where vioe first ^ 
enchants. Beware, beware of this pestilci 
apology! Be like the knights of Tasso, who, on 
Armida's enchanted isle, seeing all the entice- 
mcDts of sense voluptuously prepared and invitiag ] 
to indulgence, exclaimed: 

"Let ua avoid tlie drum 
Of Konn desire, and in reaolie be atiaag; 
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Now sliut «UF eura la Ihe fnir sirru'a sang, 
And U> eaah BmUc uf femlplue deue^ 
C1m« the foud eyo." 

Thus resolved, the wiles nnd witchories o 
xida'a luxurious groves and bewitchiag damEuU i 

were powerless i for 

"To thsK nUes tbe kniglitB in triple atecl 

Of Btern resulvu lijul bbut their tuiuls i and, beuce, 

I!ha tunes they Bing, the beauties Ibej rai-eiU, 
Tlieir luigel lugks imd heaveulii eliHgueuce, 
Eot circls round iind couud, nor reatb the seat of senw." 

Tiiua must every young man meet the JirU ad- 
vances of Tieious solidtatioD, if ho would not be 
drawn into hopeless servitude. The saying of an 
odd writer, coneerning courts of law, is applicable 
to the court of pleasure. He says, " A man who 
goes to law finds the court full of invisible hooks. ■ 
He lurus round to disembarntss himself from ODe.'J 
and straightway ho is caught by another. FirsU 
Ills cloak, then the skirts of his cokt, then his 'I 
sleeT^, till erelong every thing is torn from him, I 
12 



ata 
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and, like a gipsj, he escapes because he is ac 
stripped there is no further hold upon him." 
I The youth who crosses the threshold of the court 
of vice will find these "invisible hooks" sharper 
and in greater abundance than in courts of law. 
Once caught, he will be ^^hooked^^ in every direc- 
tion. One tempter will succeed another, each 
handing him over to the next. Thus snared and 
dragged from vice to vice, till denuded of every 
virtue, he will at last, in all probability, per'sh 
in unutterable woe. Therefore, young reader, 
beware of the first lesson in vice! Your escape 
from destruction depends on your being strong 
in resolve to resist the first advances of illicit 
pleasure. "The bird which is insnared by one 
leg is as surely the prey of the fowler as if it 
were seized by both wings." Or let one wheel 
of a watch be magnetized, it will attract all the 
other wheels to itself, and thus as effectually de- 
stroy its correctness as if every wheel was dis- 
placed. Beware, then, of one disordered passion — 
/ one insnaring abomination ! 

J. find a very appropriate illustration of the risk 
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iucarrcd by one indulgence Id fcrbiildea thingfV 
ia the life of the great Arabian impostor, JIo- 
HAMMED. Ill the course of hia astonishing careerl 
of victory, he captured the citadel of Khaihatl 
A Jewish captive, named Zainab, determined ta,| 
destroy the conqueror. To accomplish het 
pose, she prepared & subtile poison, an art iji whiofij 
she vas exquisitely skillful, and introduced it ii 
a shoulder of lamb, which was designed for thel 
prophet's table. Her plot was undiscovered, 
in due time the poisoned meat was eot before thttU 
intended yictim. Unsuapicioua of danger, Mo<fl 
hamtned began his repast £ut at the first mouth-| 
fU, perceiving something unusual in its taste, he 
Bpit it forth; but instantly felt acute internal pain. 
In that brief moment he had imbibed enough of 
the poison to injure hia constitution through tho. J 
remainder of his life. Many were the severe paivl 
oxysuis of pain he suffered from its potency. And! 
in hia dying moments, while andcrgoing intensa^ 
physical agony, ho oxcluimed: 

"The veins of my heart are throbbing with thftfl 
poison of Khaibarl" 
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I Young ruan ! believe me, yonr firat taste of 
dclous pleasure, though it luaj not be EacceededJ 
by a second offense, may be as fatal to you J 
the poison of Zainab was to the oriental prophet. 
HoRAOE Mann, in hia noble "Thoughts for a 
Young Man/' haa well said: "The capital of 
health may be all forfeited by one physical mia- 
demeaoor." lie might have added, that the cap- 1 
ital of character, of moral purity, of Belf-re8peot» J 
are nil jeopardized by one transgrosaion. Pauas, ' 
therefore, at the threshold of the temple of in-1 
famy; and though a jovial companion, a witching 
seducer, may say, " Onli/ this once!" do you T*« 
fleet and reply: "Nayl on a death-bed the vein^B 
of my heart may throb with the poison of th^fl 

" Wkcrewiehal ^hall a young man cleanse hit I 
Kayf" was the question of the Psalmist, wbea 1 
viewing, aa we have been doing, the aJlurementaJ 
and power of Tice. The question is timely anil 
proper at this atage of our work. The answer of T 
the espeiicnced minstrel is equally in pointj . 
mmely, " B}/ taking heed thereto ACCORDING Tflil 
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THY woed;" that is, by aecuHtig the aid of religrj 
ious power. Without Ihis help from above, Buob I 
is the tyranny of human passion and appetita^^ 
resistance is almost Tain. Wrestling with their 
strength, the unaided youth will be compelled to 
exclaim, with a greater than himself, " 0, tcrelehed 
man that I am! telio eliaU ddiver me frox 
hoUy of ihSt death!" If, like that majestic apofc 
tie, he will fly to the grace of Christ, he w 
enabled to join in his triumphal strains, and cry, 
" iVa^, m all tiiexe things we are more tlian conquer- 
ors through him that loved ms/" and again: " 7%& J 
one thing I do — / icep m,)/ hody under, and brtn^M 
it into subjection." 

Fly, thoreforo, beloved young man, to the arlt, 
of our divine religion for safety. There the en- 
ergy, the strength, the power of an inner life 
shall be developed withio you. Satisfied from 
within yourself, fortified by strong affeclio 
virtue, and intense loathing against vice, you wiUJ 
be secure. Your character shall thus be loftyj(| 
your purity unspotted; your real enjoyment tii»4 
diminished, yea, Immeasurably increased ; yoai J 
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name, instead of being "writ in water/' shall be 
engraved on the hearts of the good, and in the 
records of eternity. 
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CHAPTER X. 

VICE AND ITS CONSEQUENCES. 

ITH what graphic beauty has the pencil 
of Moses sketched the scenes of patri- 
archal life ! How true to human nature, how in- 
structive to a thoughtful mind, are his delineations 
of those ancient characters ! But their highest 
encomium is their unquestionable truthfulness. 
Let us study one of these pictures, and carefully 
extract its precious moral. 

Behold the venerable Abraham standing in the 
doorway of his tent, with his vigorous and manly 
nephew, Lot, at his side ! Lot is deeply agi- 
tated. The uneasy workings of restrained anger 
are visible in his flashing eye, knitted brows, 
and earnest manner. Let us listen to his 
words : 

'' Revered sire, our herdmen are at war with 
each other. Every day their contentions increase I 
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Their strifes are not to be endured! What can 
be done ?" 

Abraham, calm and dignified, replies, "Let 
there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and 
thee, for we be brethren. Is not the whole land 
before thee ? Separate 'thyself, I pray thee, from 
me. If thou wilt take the left hand, I will go 
to the right ; or, if you depart to the right hand, 
I will go to the left I" 

Upon this. Lot gazes at the lovely landscape 
spread out around them. It embraces the fertile 
vale of the Jordan, rich in its herbage, its wells, 
and fruits. True, the vile inhabitants of Sodom 
live on its borders. But Lot has a worldly heart. 
He seeks only to be rich : hence, on selfish and 
sinful principles alone, he selects the valley of the 
Jordan, and, separating himself from his uncle, 
takes up his abode in the vale of Sodom, intent 
on acquiring and enjoying riches. Abraham re- 
moved his tent to Hebron. 

Scarcely has Lot established himself in his 
new home, before an invading army sweeps over 
the vale, and Lot, with his family and flock, is 
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led awiij a prisoner. AbiuLiin], with liis good I 
sword, haptens to his rescue, and lie is restored. I 
For a while, Lot now enjoys prosperity; but tiisf 
children mostly full into the vices of the piace. 
and apostatize from God. The boar of Sodom'»J 
overthrow then arrived. Through the intcroeasioi 
of Abraham, Lot is warned of the impendin 
dauger, and, leaving all his wealth and most of I 
his children behind, ho flees pennilcas to thfti 
moantains. On the way, his wife falls by thffl 
hand of God; and poor, destitute Lot, with twirS 
of bis daughters, becomes the forlorn occupant of 
a mountain cave I How different ~wus this result 
from the sanguine expectation which swelled bia , 
breast on the day when, for mere purpose:; of profit.! 
and enjoyment, he pitched his tent beside the gate. J 
of Sodom ! 

What a melancholy lesson lies on the snrfno 
of this sketch I How cuipbaticully it teaches tbefl 
doom of a worldly mind to disappointment ! Homi 
like a warning voice should the fate of Lot rin« 
in Ibo cars of the youth who ia looking out upon 
the tuIg of life, and regarding the encbai 
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devices of evil with a strength of desire brooking 
no restraint I The song, the dance, the revel, the 
theater, the saloon, the gay.dy sepulcher of de- 
parted virtue, all blend in the gay pictures of his 
fancy; and he, like Lot, deliberately resolves to 
take up his abode in the vale of modern Sodom. 
Not that he intends to be as vile as others. O, 
no ! He is a perfect Hazael, contemplating vi- 
cious excess with a stern indignation which cries, 
" Is thi/ servant a dog, that he should do this thing f 
It is from limited indulgence he anticipates a 
harvest of delight. But, limited or excessive, the 
result is the same. Sinful pleasure, in all its Pro- 
tean shapes, disappoints its victim. From the first 
delirious, intoxicating draught, to the last dreg in 
the cup, all is disappointment. Hear a veteran io 
the ranks of folly testify : 

" When all is won that all desire to woo. 
The paltry prize is hardly worth the cost. 
Youth wasted, mind degraded, honor lost, 
These arc thy fruits, successful passion — these 
If, kindly cruel, early hope is crost, 
Still to the last it rankles, a disease 
Not to l»e cured when Ictve itself forgets to please " 
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But wliy, if the first esperieneea of jouiig profli- 
gates me auccGcdcd by disappointment, do they 
persist ? Because they vainly hope that other 
untried indulgences will yield greater pleasu 
They feur the contempt of their more daring 
associates, but chiefly because pafision is a tyrant, 
a perfect Hnynau. When once freed from the 
golden chain of innocence, it usurps absolute au- 
thority, and drives its victim, like a. helpless slave, 
to ruin. The drunkard knows bat too well the 
terrible power of his ever-craving appetite. Hia. 
reasoUj his affectioua, his self-respect, his dearest 
friends, hia preseut and eternul intereHts, all stand 
Bt the bar of this inward monster, and plead in 
vain. It impels him, in spite of himself, to sink 
into deeper miseiy. The same is true of every 
other vicious habit. He who enters upon a vicious 
career, is like the man who is )urcd by a false 
light to venture on the treacherous quagmire; 
once sunk in its fatal mud, every attempt to cxtri- 
cnte himself only sinks him still deeper. Terrible, 
indeed, are his efforts, awful hia upprelicnsious, 
fearful is bis prospect of destruction. If he does 
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eseapC; it is as if by miracle. " He is carnalj sold 
under sin." He has surrendered the helm of his 
soul to his baser nature. Nothing short of a 
complete abandonment of himself to religion can 
restore that lost helm to the hand of reason. 
That step he will not take, and, therefore, he 
can not pause in his wicked career. And this is 
one portion of a sinner's penalty. The pleasure 
he invited as a guest to beguile his hours of 
leisure, becomes his master. He sees his ruin, 
yet rushes upon it. Abject, stung to the quick, 
irritated, agonized, and tortured, he writhes in 
vain struggles to free himself from his tyrant. 
Despondency seizes his mind, and often, as in the 
melancholy case of the late Dr. Morton, a young 
English physician, he concludes the tragedy by 
rushing, an unbidden guest, into the spirit-world. 

This Dr. Morton, who appears to have been a 
man of genius, had fallen into the vice of drunk- 
enness. Many and fierce were his vain struggles 
for the mastery, as may be seen by the following 
extract from his journal : 

"I have only to remember my dreadful suffer- 
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inga tLe moruiug after taking so much beer or 
wine. Low suicidal ieelings, despoudent and 
gloomy thoughta, pulse one hundred to one hun- 
dred nnd twenty, head dizzy, llmba tremulous, 
paiBS about the heart, flatulence and eructations, 
incapacity for duty of any kind, temper irritable 
and overbearing, expensive habits, losa of time, 
forgetfulness of cngageiaeDta, every thing in dis- 
order — and all for what ? Because I c/wose to lake 
two pintt of ale, or Italf a hotlU of tame." 

As already intimated, this accompHsbed but 
anbappy man, finding himself enslaved to hia 
darling vice, died by bis own band at the early 
age of thirty-six — a sad monument of the terrible 
effect of vice on a euperior mind I 

BntON has well described this despairing gloom 
which, sooner or later, overspreads the sinning 
fioul: 

^■And V)i3e, that diga her own Toluptuoufl tombf 
Had buried JoQg hiJi hrjpea, no more U> rise, 
PliiaanrB's pallud victim I Life abhorcing Bloom 
Wrote on bis faded brow, turatd Cain's unreKliiig doom." 

This power of passion to coerce reason has k 
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remarkable illustration in the case of Georgis 
Wachs, a German youth, who was apprenticed 
to one Schneeweisser, a carpenter, at Soiling. 
This lad; the son of a small farmer, lived an 
irreproachably-moral life till his eighteenth year, 
when he became dissolute in his habits. He then 
grew wanton, riotous, disorderly, and lazy; fond 
of dress, and excessively vain. 

On the eve of a public festival, this unhappy 
lad fell into the company of a young man who 
ostentatiously displayed a watch. Wachs, who 
did not own a watch himself;^ suddenly conceived 
a desire to do so. This desire rapidly grew into 
an irresistible passion. Happening to enter a shoe- 
maker's house, shortly after, to have his boots 
mended, his eye lighted on that gentleman's 
watch, which hung upon a nail in the wall beside 
him. Just at that moment the shoemaker's wifo 
went out to market, and the children also left 
the house to play in the garden. , Wachs and the 
shoemaker were alone. Impelled by his passion 
to obtain a watch, the dissolute youth stole behind 
bis victim, and, striking him with a large hammer 
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oil the tecuplcj he killed hitn with a single blow, 
riie wife returning shortly af^er, he murdered her 1 
also, kst she should betray him. To loake dis- | 
ooverj impossible, be killed "Little Michael," 
their son, and, aa he supposed, their daughter, 
Catherino ; who, however, subiiequentlj rccoyerod 
from her wound, and became the principal witness ' 
on his trial, which resulted in bis decapitation by 
the sword.* 

This is an extreme case, I admit, but it is val- 
uable because it shows the f earful wca knt 
man who o nc e surrcnd ershimsolf to the control 
of his n rope D si lica. It proves the trite but ter- 
rible truth, that there is no propensity which may 
not, when fostered by indulgence and favored by I 
oircumstancea, grow iuto an irresistible paasiou, a 
harry a man into tho commissiou of monstrous 
crimes I 

Another conscijuence of vice is the remorseful 
ecuae of sbame, the guilty oonsoionsnesa of aelf- 
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degradation which overwhelms a young sinner. 
No sooner does he quit the infamous haunts ot 
slaughtered innocence; and retire to the silence 
and the solitude of his chamber^ than the image 
of his offense fastens upon his soul with all the 
tenacity with which ghoul and vampire are said to 
seize their prey. Who can tell the full bitterness 
of the young soul when reviewing its fall? The 
first violated Sabbath, or the first revel over the 
foaming wine-cup, or the first forbidden visit to 
the theater, the gambler's den, or the chamber 
of pollution, is followed by fierce self-reproaches, 
by unutterable regrets, by unspeakable stingings 
of conscience ! With eyes downcast, hands 
clasped, and heart burning with anguish, the 
young man cries, " What have I done ? Fool 
that I was, to listen to my tempters ! What 
would my mother feel, if she knew my guilt? 
How can I ever look her in the face again, with 
this spot upon my soul ? And 0, if I should die 
in this guilty state ! Alas ! alas ! I am undone I" 
Thus do showers of burning thoughts fall upon 
his tortured soul with a severity which Coleridge 
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compares to " needle-points of frost drizzling c 
bald and feverish head." At length, with jianj I 
a weak resolve to go no furthei in sin, he falls 
wJeep. When he awakes, hia terrors ■ have do- J 
parted. Hia propensities resume their away, and J 
he is hurried into blacker transgressIoDs. By 1 
perseyering in sin, ho aucceeda in hardening his I 
conscience, till, for the timo being, it ceases its 1 
terrors, and he sins on, "neither fearing God nor ' 
regarding man," 

It is impossible to predict with certainty the/ 
epeciflc mode by which an abandoned youth will 
reach the goal ef ruin. Neither can it be tolu 
how long or how short will bo his career. Those 
things depend upon which propensity plays the j 
tyrant over him; upon hia opportunities for self- 
indulgence ; upon his caution ; upon many cir- 
cumstances entirely beyond bis control. But this 
much is certain : without speedy and effectual ■ 
reform, b ib bdin la a biora L-CEHTAINTY 1 How J 
long it will be delayed, or in what form it willfl 
come, can not be predicted; but come it will, i 
iurely as eouscquonce succeeds to causa. Fo; 
13 



194 



"though hand joined in hand, tlte wicktd tJtaU noi 
go unpunitJied." 
" 8utuetimes tLe ruia of a vicious youth ovcrtakcB 
him with tlie swiftness of an arrow, as tlie fol- 
lowing fact will show. A fine, nobb-looking 
jouth — I will call him Keginald — who had 
been piously trained, left his virtuous home to 
dwell in a large citj. At first, every returning 
Sabbath beheld him an attentive listener ia the 
house of God. Eat he fell into the company of 
the wicked; resisted their seductions a while 
then yielded. He now forsook the church for 
the haunts of pleasure. Being ardent in his tem- 
perament, he partook eagerly of every form of 
sin. The flowing bowl, the theater, the gambling- 
Baloon. the brothel, witnessed his fiery zeal in the 
ways of iniquity. But his race was abort — his 
ruin terrible and speedy. Three tnunths of gutltj 
abomination sufficed to break down his physic&l 
constitution, and to lay his fine and nohle form, 
ft pitiful wreck, upon a dying bed. Let us take 
our stand beside him, and witness the end of a 
vicious life. 
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Mark his paio, attenuated face, covered with 
blotclica, and distorted witli the combined ago- 
Dica of niiad and body! How languid and dull 1 
are his glaBsjeyee! How painful his brcathiugl ' 
Uow that deep, hoarse cough incessantly raoks bia ' 
almost fleablcBs body! But bcarkeu ! some 
rapa at the door ! See 1 tbe patient turns his eyea 
opon the intruder, with an expression of horror; 
then nervously clutching the bedclothes, ho buries 
his head beneath the folds, and obstinately refasea 
all conversation ! 

Who is this visitor? His countenance com- 
bines commanding dignily with bland benovo- I 
Icncc, and is any thing but offensive. Why, then, ' 
does the dying youth feel so disturbed by his 
presence? The reader will understand the rea- I 
eon, when ho learns that he is Reginald's former 1 
pastor. His person revives the memory of purer I 
days, and the guilty sufTercr dares not to see 1 
him, 

As Reginald will not converse, the gond man 4 
offers a prayer, and, with his hand upon the doois J 
latch, is preparing to leave. But now the dying 1 
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victim nn covers his face^ sits up in the bed; and 
cries, 

''Stop a minute, sirT' 

The pastor returns to the bedside. The suf- 
ferer's effort has exhausted his strength, and he 
has fallen back upon the pillows. As the min- 
ister bends over to catch his Vfords, Eeginald 
throws his skinny arms around his neck, and 
whispers, with awful emphasis, " Fm lost ! '' 
Then, burying himself once more beneath the 
clothes, he resolutely refuses all further conver- 
sation. Reader, that utterance was his last, for 
he never spoke again ! How awfully did that 
dear, ruined young man verify the saying of 
Solomon : " With her much fair speech she causeth 
him to yield; with the flatter ing of her lips she 
forced him. Sis goeth after her straightway , as 
an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the 
conviction of the stocks; till a dart strike through 
his liver. As a bird hasteth to the snare, and 
knotoeth not that it is for his lifeP^ 

There can be no doubt that sach cases as this 
are far from being rare. Vice is a swift and 
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sure deatroyer, and a joutb who embrocca hci 
is as the early flower exposed to tbc untimely 
frost. Those who have pcriahed thns are named 
"Legion;" for thoy are many — enough xo con- 
vince every novice that he has no securitj that 
he shall escape a similar fate. 

Nor is it always by disoaao alone a young profli- 
gate finds a speedy and fatal termination to hii 
career. Ruin is a Briareus with many hands. As- 
BOme large rivers debouch to the ocean through 
many mouths, so has vice many streams that lead 
to death. The vices, like the Furies, are sisters, 
and no man can espouse one without admitting 
the rest into bis home: hence, no sinner can 
tell whither his besetting sin will conduct him. 
Let the following fact illustrate and enforce thi* 
thought: 

A young man, whom I will name Artuur. 
nineteen years of age, educated, handsome, ot 
fascinating manners, and manly spirit, visited a 
certain city in search of busiucss. There ho 
unhappily fell into dissolnte society, and began 
to run the giddy rounds of deep dissipation. A 
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few months served to exhaust his finances and tc 
run him into debt. A bill lay upon his table, 
one day, which he was required to pay the next 
morning. Not knowing what to do, he took the 
fatal step of selling an opera-glass, which he had 
borrowed from a gay friend, and thus paid the 
bill. His friend called for the glass. Arthur, 
though much confused, frankly confessed Lis 
fault, and promised to obtain funds from home 
to remunerate the loser. But his quondam friend 
had the heart of a Shylock, and hurried the as- 
tonished and mortified young man to the police 
court, charging him with the crime of steal- 
ing the opera-glass. After a summary hearing, 
he was committed for trial, and immured in 
jail. 

He was placed in a cell with another prisoner — 
a young man. As soon as he found himself there, 
the full measure of his disgrace rose before his 
agonized mind. Casting himself to the ground, 
he cried to his fellow-prisoner, in tones of exqai- 
site anguish, 

" Cut my throat ! kill me ! trample me to death ! 
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My parents', How can I ever look them iQ tlia 

He grew more and mora excited, beat his bend 
ipoo the Htone floor with sach Tiolence that bia 
ooupanion setxed bim and called lustily for aid. 
The tuTDkey aarae, and judging from his parox- 
na that be was in a fever, called for a pbj'sl- 
R, who pronounced him to be in imminent 
agcr of dying. A distinguished philanthropist 
B sent for, who bniled tbe young man, and oon- 
fed bim to his own residence. Touched by 
] adcctionatc kindness of this benevolent man, 
tbe youth stated that his father was a clergyman, 
and hia relatives wealthy. The peril of life being 
very great, his generous protector wrote an account 
of the sad affair, and summoned the father to his 
)n'B death-bed. While tbe letter was on its way, 
uring an interval of calmness, he was nskoU if 
would not like to see bis father once more. 
" no ! Let me die ralhtT— kill mc 1 I hi 
brought dishonor upon his gray hairs, and how i 
eaa I look upon his face again? Let me c 
but have pity on my poor father I" 
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The father arrived. "Your father is below^ 
waiting to see jou/' said his attendant. 

The sufferer uttered a piercing groan, covered 
his face, and exclaimed; 

"I can't see him! I can't — I can't I Speak 
to him for me; tell him I died — " 

Here the venerable father entered, and stood 
transfixed with agony beside his dying son ! 
What a scene ! That noble boy, that cherished 
child, polluted with profligate habits, disgraced by 
crime, dying of mental torture — and that aged 
minister, that white-haired father, gazing unutter- 
able pity, and pierced with anguish that beggars 
description ! Can aught of misery be fancied 
more exquisite or excruciating? Yet, young man, 
that scene grew out of just such indulgences as 
you are feverishly panting to enjoy. Pause, 1 
beseech you ! Examine well the ground you long 
to tread. Inquire seriously if you are prepared 
to receive the consequences before you set the 
cause in motion. For as surely as you abandon 
virtue, sooner or later, " The Lord shall give thee 
a (rcmhling heart, and failing of eyeSy and sorrow 
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nf mind, and thy H/c tkatl hixg in doubl >/or 
ikce, and thou sliaU fear dai/ and nitjht. In the , 
morning tliou i/ialt «ay, icould God it were evenii 
and iV (Ae evening, teould God it were morning: i 
for the fear of thine heart wherewilh tJwu ihalt I 
fear; and for the sight of thine ej/es leJiich thou | 
ihalt fee!" 

But a vicious life does not alwajs come to 
Budflen and speedy a eonolusion. God often a 
fera the sinner to fill up a large measure 
Bin, ond to place the hour of retribution for off, ' 
When this is the cose, the heart grows stout and 
hlind, and dead to 
ntirely cast off. Ke- 
The Gospel is truni- 
I, made brutish, vile, ' 
vessel uf icmtk ff/id 



bold. 1 

The fear of God is e 
I treated as a fable. 
bder foot, and the uiai 
I abominable, becomes " a 
to drilntelion !" 

Now, I doubt not thai the reader, in the plei 
tudo of his self-con Ede nee, has thought himself I 
ftroDg enough to enter on vicious pursuits, witb-l 
out committing those crimes which destroy repute I 
tion and lead to the prison- Well, he may stop 1 
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short on the brink. The thing ia ulislraetly poad 
ute — ^just aa a man mig/U gallop a furioaa hona 
duno a steep path which tcrminateB at a priiciptcQ 
mtU a deep gulf beneath, and rein up his beast 
at the very brink. Bnt the peril would be so im- 
minent, none but a madmua would venture on the 
experiment. So you may give passion the reins 
till it carries jou closo to crime, and then reauma 
the bridle and save jourself. The risk ia fearful^^ 
however, and no prudent youth will dare 
incur it. 
/ There are two facta which the unitiated youi 
sianer does not duly weigh. The first i 
vice EO dcadcna tho moral sense, and no bU^ 
the mind, that crime doca not appear the sn 
horrible thing as it did in the h.ippy days of j 
nocunce. The Becond is, that the cost of illij 
pleasures exceeds the resources of most yoB| 
sinncrB. Once taken in their net, the foalQ 
youth IB too weak to break the eutaugling meahd 
He mttsC Bin on : hence, he must have i 
Honorably be can not obtain it. The care 
the dtco-boK, billiards, lotteries, '>Qd uther 
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of gambling, invite liim to replenisli bis 
purse hj their aid. The poor dupe tries, and ' 
find^ Limaelf ficcoed and reduced to estremities. 
What is to be douef lie bas gune too fur iq'i 
retrace his steps. Yet, he most extricate him- 
self in some wa,j. The tempter whispera the 
guilty thought of robbing hia emplojora. Ha , 
starts back at the mere idea of such a 
But his debts arc presaiug upon hiw, bis hubiia , 
are expensive, his passions imperious. Agaia ] 
the tempter whispers in liis heart. The ides 
haunts him by day and by, night, till by famil- 
larity its malign aspect loses its power to terrify 
The attempt is resolved on, but on some speciouH 
mental pretense of afterward restoring what 
to bo taken. The opportunity offers itself. ThaJ 
deed is done, and the young sinner treoibleB- 1 
to find himself a tbiefl GraJually his feani ] 
depart. Finding himseif undetected, he stcaU 
again, till it becomes Lis BGttleJ practice to em- 
bezzle the property of Lis employer, in order to 
Day the expenses of his lusts, Discovery coniea 1^ 
Bt length, and Le who began bia career by going 
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to a theater^ ends it in the shame and ignomiaj 
of a prison. As said a weeping and disconsolate 
mother, one day, ' to a minister, who, seeing her 
"distress, asked, "What is the matter with jou, 
madam V* 

"0 my child! my child! He U just com- 
mitted to prison ! 0, that theater ! He was a 
virtuous, kind youth, till the theater proved his 
ruin." 

Nor was this woman's son an exception. The 
commissioners of the Pentonville prison, in Great 
Britain, affirm that ninety-five per cent, of the 
criminals in British jails were made so by vices, 
whose cost, exceeding their incomes, led to the 
perpetration of crime ! How dangerous a thing 
is vice ! Who is safe, when so many have fallen ? 
Toung reader, beware! Crime and imprisonment 
are the legitimate consequences of sinful indul- 
gences : hence, if you shudder at the idea of being 
the inmate of a jail, beware of the first step in tlie 
way thereto. 

I Would you know somewhat of the eifects of 
vice upon that physical constitution which it 
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does not immediately destroy? Then, mars that | 
muiQ who is slowly toiling along the street, lean- , 
ing upon his cane. With what difficulty he drags I 
one enucintod log after the other I Uow thin 
and angular are his form and features! Every 
Blow nioTement prooiaima his exeesatve languor. 
There is no health or vigor in his motion, 
breath is ahort. A weak, hollow cough distresses i 
him. His face Is pale as death. His eyes, 
covered with a glassy film, have no expression, i 
His whole appearance is that of abject misery. 
But ace, ho has seated himself on that door-step 
to rest I Let ns qnestion him as to his Euf- 
feringa. Hearken, as in a low, husky voice, he . 
details his list of pains ! " My head," he says, | 
" is always dizzy. I have a constant headache. 1 
My memory is gone, and I can not confine my | 
mind to any subject of thought. I Ead it I 
difficult to apprehend an idea ; luhor or study ' 
are loathsome to me. My strength ia all gone. 
My back, my sides, my limbs are in constant 
pain, and my mind and body arc sinking into ] 
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This 13 terrible. Rupp<jBc we aak, 
broughi joa into this state, frieud ?" 

Hear bis rcplj, oa he gazes upon x 
look of unutterable despair ; " I brovr/hl it j 

upon mySi'lf, BY INDULGENCE IN SOLITABY . 
BOGIAL VICES !" 

Sad confession 1 Nevertheless, mj picture i 
from life. Vice makeB war upon OTCty fnj; 
tioa in the human bod^. The brainn, the heij 
the Inngs, the liver, the spine, the limba, I 
bonea, the flesh, every part and faculty, 
overtased, worn, weakened by the terrific i 
of passion and appetite loosed from rostra 
till, like a dilapidated mansion, the 
house of this tabernacle" falls into "roino^ 
I decay." 

I have already described the tumult awakeii{ 
in the conscience of a. young profligate by 1 
firet steps in the wrong direction; and, also, t 
Bgony, despondency, and misery oceasioned byfl 
discovery of his inability to break his eelf-ij| 
posed bonds. The former state of mind ia usu 
followed by one of hardened indifference, 
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the latter commences. But this settled gloom^ 
Dad as it iS; does not compare in its terribleness 
with the more fearful sufferings of his heart, 
when, toward the close of earthly existence, he 
is visited by the horrors of Remorse, that frown- 
ing ''rock that stops the current of our thought 
to God." Then, 

" The past lives o'er again 
Li its effects, and to the guUtj spirit 
The ever-frowning present is its image." 

Then he understands the truth of Coleridge's 
striking lines : 

" Just heaven instructs ns, with an awful voice, 
That conscience Yules us, e'en against our choice. 
Our inward monitress to guide and warn, 
If listened to ; but, if repelled with scorn, 
At length, as dire remorse, she reappears, 
"Works in our guilty hopes and selfish fears, 
Still bids refpember aud still cries too late. 
And while she scares us goads us to our fate." 

How much a sinner suffers from the sting of 
remorse, no pen can describe, no heart can fancy. 
*'The agonies inflicted by the wolf that fed on 
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the life-stream of the Spartan^ the poison injected 
by the tooth of the viper, or the three-fanged 
sting of the scorpion, are as nothing Tvhen con- 
trasted with the stings of an accusing conscience. 
Most truly has an American writer observed that 
there is no manliness or fortitude can bear up 
under the horrors of guilt. The thing is done^ 
yet it rises, in all its vivid coloring, to the soul 
that has incurred it, overwhelming it with re- 
morse and despair. The reproaches of conscience, 
once thoroughly aroused, can neither be silenced 
nor borne. No human spirit can sustain its en- 
ergies under such a burden, when it really comes." 
Hence, notorious criminals, who have denied their 
crimes while stretched on racks and wheels, have 
subsequently surrendered themselves to justice 
through the fiercer torments of remorse. To con- 
firm these remarks, I submit two or three con- 
fessions which fell from the lips of some wretched 
victims of remorse. 

"I would die — I dare not die! I would 
live — I dare not live ! 0, what a burden is 
the hand of an angry God !" exclaimed the 
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terrified Vistount Kenmuir, 

"la jour mind ut ease?" asked Dr. Turton, 
of the departing Oliver Goldsmitli, as he lay | 
toaaed witli an anguisli deeper than what his diH- 
eaee occasioned. 

" Nd, it is not 1" was the sad reply of the 
once gay and jolly- author of "The Deserted Vil- 
Uge," as, deserted of God, he fought his last bat- 
tle with Death. 

"I feel the weight of God's wrath burning 
like the paina of hell within me, and pressing J 
on my conscience with an anguish which can 
not bo described !" cried the apostate Francis 
Spira, when writhing in the agonies of death, 

"My dear, jou appear as if your heart were 
breaking," said a weepiug liidy to her dying 
infidel husband, whose distress appeared to be 
unendurable. 

" Let it break I Let it break I but it is bard 

work .to die I" he replied. Then directing a 

glance toward heaven, he cried, "Lord, hav« ^ 

mercy ! Jesus save I" and died. 

14 
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Now, all tliis is most shocking to contemplate. 
What, then, must its endurance be? And it ia 
nothing more than the harvest gathered from 
a vicious life. Every illicit enjoyment is a seed 
of such torment as this. The guilty revel over 
the wine-cup, the scoff at religion, the sneer at 
piety, the hilarity of the dance, the embrace 
of lust, the violated Sabbath-, the profane ex- 
pression, are each and all the substances of those 
images which rise up, grim aiid ghostly, to tor- 
\ ment the remorseful sinner. If, then, my dear 
young friend, you tremble at the consequences, 
shun the cause — sow not the seed — tojichnot 
the sin — stray not from the side of virtue ! But 
if you will, despite of all warning voices, seek to 
know the mysteries of vice, then I say to you, in 
the language of inspiration, 

^^ Rejoice, young man, in thy youth} and let 
thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and 
walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight 
of thine eyes; BUT KNOW THOU THAT FOR ALL 
THESE THINGS GrOD WILL BRING THEE INTO JUDG- 
MENT. Therefore, put away evil from TWi 
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FLESH !" Seek the aids of pure religion. Cleave 
to purity, quiet, and virtue, and thus you ^^ shall 
dwell safely, and shall he quiet from fear of evil " 
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CHAPTER XI. 

VICE AND ITS SEDUCERS 

« Come home I there is a sorrowing breath 

In music since ye went; 
And the early flower-scents wander by, 

With mournful memories blent. 
The tones in every household voice 

Are grown more sad and deep, 
And the sweet word, brother^ wakes a wish 

To turn aside, and weep.' 



>» 




[HESE exquisite lines, by Mrs. Hemans, give 
a beautiful expression to those tender affec- 
tions whicli plead with every young man to main- 
tain his affinity with home and its virtuous pleas- 
ures. They show the strength of those restraining 
influences with which God would fain hold the 
young sinner back from vice. All its love and all 
its friendship plead with him, weep over him, wait 
for him. Though by his profligacy he has dug a 
gulf between it and himself, yet i^ maintains bn 



onilienated regard, and with open arms and unut- 
terable emotion, cries, "Come liome!" J[Joly level 
Affection almost divine ! How strange, that the I 
voices of lust and infamy should ever exert a mora ' 
contrf.Uing power over a young man'a spirit thiin 
these loving voices of home ! 

Yet BO it is in every instance of youthful delin- 
quency. The false-hearted victims of foul iniq- 
uity sway his soul, and render him deof to tha ^ 
pleadings of his best and purest friends. 1 
fiKiIish heart yields itself up tu vicious seduci 
whose only aim is his destruction. A fushioDablc i 
popinjay, a. foppish blackguard, a gambler, a filthy i 
harlot, is permitted to silence and push aside a J 
venerable father, a fond mother, a pure sister, 
and a noble brother. This fact alone exhibits the j 
hatefulness of vice, and should cause a young man 
to seriously pause before placing a foot on the ao- 
eursed threshold of its infamous temple- To de- 
icribc the seducers to vice, and tu caution, m; 
vadcr against them, are my aims in this chapter. 

Bad looks and impure pictares are Buiong the 
iTst corrupting instrumentalities which debase a 
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youDg mind. With the former may be ranked the 
iDQumerable novels which are perpetually issaing 
from unprincipled presses; all kinds of amorous* 
poetry; and a class of filthy books, pretending to 
be medical, physiological, and instructive, while 
in reality they are only disgusting stimulants to 
unholy, prurient desires. Among the latter are 
those engravings and paintings, whether in books 
or papers, or on the covers of snuff-boxes, etc., 
which, from their immodesty, are calculated to 
defile the mind and call .the latent depravity of 
the heart into action. These vile productions of 
misdirected art the young man who values his 
moral character must refuse to see. If they are 
brought under his notice, he must resolutely turn 
away his eyes from gazing upon them ; for as sure 
as he takes pleasure in them, he will be undone. 
So of novels; they must be rejected with invin- 
cible determination. 
) But are all novels to be eschewed? Are not 
3ome of them pure, both in style and tendency? 
To this last question I reply, it is true that some 
aovels arc better than others; in themselves they 
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may be unspotted. Tet in ono point tLey do ^ 
harm; they create a taste for fictitious readiog 
This taste soon acquires the tatensitj of a passion. 
Tlie mind acquires a craving for csciteuient, and 
thus the youth, who beging by reveling among th^ 
splendid paintings of Sjr Walter Scott's pen^fl 
or by flubjecting himself to the quiet onchanf 
meut of Frederika Bremer's spirit, will speedily^ 
aeek the works uf more impassioned authors. HqH 
will huBten from Diokenb to Jameb, from JamoiJ 
ro Bulwer, from Bulncr to AlNswOETii, fVoul 
Lim to Eugene Sde, and finally ho will steep his 
polluted mind in the abominations of that Moloch 
among novelists, Paul de Kock.. Bj this time 
he is ready for destrnction. By venturing in thoj 
pleasant ripple, he has been tempted to sport inl 
the heaving breakers, till, caught by the resistlossl 
under-current, he is borue out to sea, aud meets k 1 
premature death. How much better (o hava-l 
»Toided the ripple! Youug man, beware of read- | 
iQg your first novel ! 

But, alas! this counsel is probably too latsll 
Yon arc already under the spell of the charmer,] 
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and can hardly tolerate these censures! Not thai 
you have no doubts concerning the effects of such 
reading; but you love it, passionately love it I You 
demand proof of the evil charged on these works. 

Such proof is to be found in the experience of 
all novel-readers. Every such person knows that 
they corrupt the heart, through the imagination. 
They portray persons, characters, and scenes, to 
the imagination, which, being viewed there, inev- 
itably bestir the lowest propensions of poor, fallen 
nature. The thief, the blasphemer, the skeptic, 
the seducer, the gambler — ideal wretches, whose 
actual presence in our home would be deemed a 
disgrace — are freely introduced into the "cham- 
bers of imagery," and permitted to utter all their 
filthy conversation, and to do their disgusting 
deeds, directly before the mind. Can this be 
done with impunity ? Nay ! As well might one 
hope to handle melted pitch and avoid defilement ; 
for the imagination can not be polluted by vile 
images, without causing the heart to give forth 
depraved eruptions. 

These eruptions may not" take place at once. 
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Thej may delay to show themselves for a time ; 
bat the igniting spark is there, and only awaits 
a proper combination of eircumstancea to creak 
forth. '^Behold a fire Bmolderiug and alumlerlng 
amid a heap of cinderH. For a time it oiakea no 
progress; it dwells in darkneea. One would sup- 
pose it had made up Its mind for extinction. But 
jndge not too hastily. The mass around has becc 
penetrated by this heut, and prepared for its func- 
tion. The fire has been blending itself with tha 
cinders, and is ready to break out. Stir them 
once more. Clear them for the draught. Touch 
them once more, and the whole will break out 
into a conflagration," Thus it is with pernicious 
images in the mind. Their influence penueates 
the spirit. They fire the heart; they prepare the 
senses. Then comca the guilty opportunity, and 
the breath of the tempter. The spark ignites. 
The soul in in a blaze of passion. The sin is 
committed. The deed is done; and guilt binda 
its fearful burden upon the uonscience. with cbaini 
of triple steel. 

Dante baa delicately described the sad result 
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of inflaming the heart tbrougb such vile books. 
In his imaginary journej throagh perdition, he 
describes his interview with Paolo and Fran- 
OESOA, an Italian lord and lady^ who were put to 
death for the crime of adultery. After question^ 
ing the guilty lady concerning her sin, he gives 
the following lines as her answer to his inquiries. 
She says : 

" One day 

For our delight we read of Lancelot,® 

How him love thralled. Alone we were, and no 

Suspicion near us. Ofttimes by that reading 

Our eyes were drawn together, and the hue 

Fled from our altered cheek. But at one point 

Alone we fell. 

o o o o 

The hook and writer hoth 
Were guilt's purveyors. In its leaves that day 
We read no more." 

The poet has shown, in this exceedingly-del- 
icate passage, how a bad book became* the instru* 
ment of an evil which cost the virtue and livef 

^ The hero of the old romance. He was one of the knights of 
the famous Round Table. 



VICE AND ITS EEDUOERa. 219 | 

of the I'arties. With these yiows before bin 
will any youn^ man, who sets the least value upon I 
his innocency, dare to run the risk of losing it fur I 
the Hake of the dangerous pleasure affotded by a 
norrapting book? If my yonag reader hae already I 
fallen into the anare, let him glance a moment at 1 
his peril, and escape while he may. For though,- j 
by some cxtraordinai-y measure of ProTidence, 
•niai/ escape from utter ruin, yet be can not, by u 
possibility, avoid a high degree of hurt to bis i 
tellectusl and moral nature. If, as Tennxbdn h 
written, every man may truly say, 

" I am a ]>art of oil that I bare met;" 

and if, as a writer in the Edinburgh Review beau- 1 
tifully remarks, "the atrcam will make mention ] 
of its bed — the river will report of those shor 
which, sweeping through many regions and climes, 
It has washed — then those currents of thought ] 
whose sources lie afar off" must be affected by the 
quality of the books through which it bos run. 
The character must be more or loss modified bj J 
the intellectual companionships of its early years. 1 
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Reject, tlicrefore, with virtnous horror, every tool 
however fasciiiatiug or cloqueot it uiaj be, wMoli 
tends to stirauluto nny evil propensity of your na- 
ture. Torn from it witU disgust. It is a seduci 
of virtue, a pander to vice — an evil to be abomii 
ated, Bhaunod, sod dreaded. 

Next to bad books comca the influence of di 
doned companions. To seduce the innocent iol 
a depth of inifiuity as deep aa that into whi 
theiuBelveB have fallen, ia the delight of bod 
Some do this for what they may gain of thi 
unhappy dupe; others, for the fiendish plesauTfl 
it affords a depraved heart to see itself eijunled 
in wickedness by kindred minds. Mind, like air, 
aeeka its equilibrium. Hence, a virtuous youth 
may settle it as an indisputable fact, that his 
guilty companions will either drog him duwn to 
their level, or he roust raise them up to his. Oth- 
erwise, they ronat cease intercourse. 

It is rare thikt a novice in iniquity falla at once 
into the hands of finished seducers. Novices are 
aaually reached nt first by young men of their own 
«gc, who have recently taken their first dpjrroes in 
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glaring eiii. The merry, roistering jollity of euch 
sinners, their gityety of spirit, their apparent hap- 1 
pinsss, the glowing JeBcriptiona they give of their I 
festivities, the sly hints they throw out at the ' 
ffrecanesi of the uninitiated, the half-playful, half- 
mrneat banterings with which they greet their 
bashful escuses for not joining in their vii 
arc the first seductive influences which usually j 
reach young men from the wicked. By thee 
means they learn to love their Gooiety; they loau 
their relish for the purity and quiet of home; they 
feel mortified at their ignorance of iniquitous prac- 
tices ; till, surrendcriog themselves to the guid- 
ance of these children of sin, they tuke costly les- 
Booa for themselves In Sabbatb-breaking, in drink- 
ing revels, and in forbidden visits to that pande- 
monium of all evil, the theater. 

Here, then, young man, is the turning-point of 
your destiny. When your heart first feels en- ] 
ohantcd by young men whom you know to be the ! 
occasions of grief to theii friends and of suspieion I 
10 their employers, your danger is imminent a 
oxtreme. The fact that you fail to discern tha 
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full enormity of their practices, is the sign thai 
you are marked for destruction. There is a cer- 
tain hird which prepares its prey for its talons, bv 
fluttering over its head and blinding its eyes with 
the sand with which it previously covers itself 
The brilliant devices of gay sinners, like sand, 
blinding your eyes to the consequences of sin, 
fit you to be their prey. Now, therefore, or never, 
is your opportunity to escape. Break away at 
once from their snares, or you are undone. Once 
abandoned to their influence, you are lost. They 
will lead you from sin to sin, till you are as highly 
accomplished in the arts of vice as the worst. 
Remember that " evil companions will blight in 
you the delicate flower of innocence, which dif- 
fuses itself around you as a sweet perfume." 

Among the more finished seducers to vice are 
the gambler, the libertine, and the skeptic. These 
are walking pestilences, less merciful to their vic- 
tims than the howling wolf to the bleating lamb. 
Woe unto the young man who falls into their 
power I 

The gambler is usually a drunkard. He needs 
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the stimulus of sptrits to sustain the cxcitomenta I 
of the card-tabie. He has no principles of hoi 
or integrity; for cheating ia hia trade. He 
Qo pitj. Hia heart ia aa adamant. He will ficece 
his victim of the last penny he haa ia the world, 
though he knows the poor dupe has a starving I 
family at home, and will either go forth from 
his den to become a robber, or to ruah unbidden 
into the presenee of hia God. He has the hody | 
a man, but the spirit of a devil. It is hia 

at and his drink to destroy and mia his follow- 
creaturea. Yet this is the man who will greet 1 

foung man with smiles and with flattery; who 
will praise his skill, laud his courage, and pre- 
dict his success at the gaming-table. This ia 

! man tti whom silly youths surrender them- 
selves. Will you, my reader, study this etching 
well? Imprint it on jour memory, and, if ever 
yoD are unhappily lured into his den, call it up 
in its freshness, and let it hold yon back from ' 
becomiug either his victim or his representative. 

The libertine is a beast io homan form. He is i 
man euslaved in chains, setf-wrought and riveted i 
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bj his own hands. The dignity of his manhood 
is obliterated. Every noble haman quality, every 
elevating attribute of character, and every God- 
like trait, are defaced, blurred, and buried under- 
neath the teeming vices of sensuality. His very 
aspect proclaims his deep degradation. In place 
of the calm intellectuality which robes a virtuous 
countenance with grace and splendor, is the down- 
cast, expressionless look of the mere animal. His 
neglected and stunted soul, long enchained, like 
a galley-slave, by the tyrannical senses and pas- 
sions, seems to have lost its high powers of rea- 
soning and willing, and to tamely endure a bond- 
age it can not escape. A corrupt and loath- 
some wretch, the libertine sins on, till his filthy 
body tumbles, a heap of ruins, into an oblivious 
grave. 

Do such disgusting creatures as these ever be- 
come the seducers of virtuous young manhood? 
They do. For even they can lure with the tongue. 
They can draw inflaming pictures to the fancy; 
they can sneer at the ignorance of innocence; 
they can persuade the unwary youth to venture 
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Biiroas the threahold of infamy. They find infa 
mous jileMure in the overthrow of virtuous resolve. 
Woe, therefore, to him who dares to venture into I 
their society; They begin their effurts by hints, 
Knd, as Topper properly remarks, 

" Hints (hrewdlj itrown mightily disturb (be spirit. 
The sly euggestion toaaheCh nerves, uid cervca conlrsct tha 

tmnJs, 
And the sensitive mimosa of aflection trembleth to lis loot." 

Libertines iind era land this principle. Hence, 
they are careful to ooptivate by sly jpuendoes, and 
not to disgust by gross description. When their 
victim is sufGcieutly blunted in bis moral Eensl- 
bility, and excited ia his passion, they lead him, 
half-relactaat, half-willing, into the path of tha I 
"strange woman." The word of God graphically 
doscribeB the unhappy simpleton who suffers him- 
self to be thus beguiled : 

"I beheld," says the wise man, "among the J 
eimple ones; I discerned among the youths A 1 

rOUNG MAN VOID OP UNDERSTANDING, passing 

throagh the street near her corner; and he 
IS 
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the way to her house; in the twilight^ in the 
evening, in the black and dark night." 
(^ How striking is this picture! How lifelike 
its penciling of the young man who is laboring 
to break down the last bulwark of virtue in hij 
soul ! His already-polluted mind, brought into 
subjection by the baser passions, impels him, when 
the sun is down, to venture within the precincts 
of iniquity. He walks around the place of vile 
resort, as if inviting the temptation of the 
wretched creatures who abide there. Later in 
the evening, he repeats his walk; just as the 
moth returns to the flame of the lamp. At length 
the hour most fitted for crime arrives — "the 
black and dark night." And continues Solomon, 
" Behold there met him a woman with the attire 
of an harlot, and subtile of heart. So she caught 
him and kissed him, and with an impudent face 
said unto him: ^Come, let us take our fill of 
love until the morning.' With her much fair 
speech she caused him to yield, with the flatter- 
ing of her lips she forced him. He goeth after 

UEll STBAIGUTWAY, AS AN OX GOETfl TO TUJB 
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SLAUGHTER, OR AS A FOOL TO THE CORRECTION OF 
THE stocks!" 

Such 18 the process of ruin. Let the reader 
Htndy this description till he feels an irrepressible 
loathing toward that impudent sedacer of virtue, 
and a terrible dread of standing in the place of 
that simple youth. For, awful indeed is the fate 
that awaits him. His sin will cause "a dart to 
strike thrcmgh his UverJ' The house he enters is 

"the way to hell, going down to THE CHAM- 
BERS OF DEATH." The feet of the woman he 

follows "GO DOWN TO DEATH; HER STEPS TAKE 

HOLD ON HELL." Her powcr is so resistless, that 
"none that go tocher return again: neither taJce 
they hold of the paths of life^ She binds them 
fast in her bonds, till they ^^ mourn at the last 

when THEIR FLESH AND THEIR BODY ARE CON- \ 
SUMED !" 

Are not these fearful descriptions sufficient to 
call a vow from your heart, young man, never to 
fall into such hands? or to induce you, if yuu are 
deceived by some diabolical wretch, as was a young 
man T will call Peter Percy, and led to the snara 
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|to burst it and depart ? Peter was conducted bj 
a designing companion into a house of ill repute^ 
whose character he did not even suspect ? Hia 
pretended friend led him into a chamber^ intro* 
duced him to a poor^ fallen creature^ and^ turning 
awaj; locked the door^ and left him^ as he thought, 
a sure prey to the charmer. But virtue was strong 
in Peter's soul. He saw his danger at a glance. 
To parley was to fall. Kunning to the window, 
he beheld a distance of several feet between him 
and the ground. To leap might make him lame 
for life. To refrain might spot his soul forever. 
What is a physical hurt, compared with moral pol- 
lution? Nothing. So thought Peter; and he 
leaped from the window to the ground unhurt. 
A noble and manly act. It probably saved Peter's 
body from destruction and his soul from hell. 
Young man, "go thou and do likewise!" Ever 
be ready to say to libertine or harlot, " How can 

" I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?" 
Thus shall you ^^find lifcj and obtain favor of tk*. 

l^Tjord:' 

The skeptic, the third I named among the 
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finished seducers to vice, is usually a greeJy de* 1 
Tourer of souls. Miserablej unprincipled, giveD> 
over to work iniquity, he has an appetite for n 
■ouls us iosatiablo as the horse-leech or the grave. 
Though every acntence he uttera against God and 
revelation stings hia own soul lilte an adder, yet 
kc pours forth his proud and haughty blasphomieB 
ic floods of irony, sarcasm, and jests at aacred 
things. Furious in his temper, he brooks no 
denial of his monstrous doctrines. A more sci- 
olist in reality, he makes a great show of know]-- 
edge by quoting a few passages he has picked i 
from infidel books, and thus often confounds the' 
modest youth whom he assaults. Mercilea 
a catamouut, ho would corrupt the purest human I 
mind on earth, though he knew it would therebyl 
be brought down to the misery of the hell whose I 
unceasing fires bum within his own bosom. HiS'] 
grand instrument of sedactioQ is contempt. 
Bneera at truth, and then hypocritically asks hiil 
intended victim if a man of sense and mind n 
tan believe such nonsense. Thas, by degrees, 
he induces young men to grow proud of their 
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imaginary saperioritj; and to feel ashamed oi 
revealed truth. This accomplbhed^ the remainder 
of his Satanic task is easj; for as waters flow 
readily when the obstructing dam is demolished| 
so, when belief in God and revelation is shaken. 

• 

sin flows unrestrained from the depraved heart. 

Beware, then, of the skeptic I Keep away from 
his person. Would you inhale the breath of the 
pestilence? Would you rush into the folds of a 
serpent ? Would you leap into the enraged ocean ? 
Yet either of these things is as proper to be done 
as to place yourself under the influence of a 
skeptic! Shun his society, therefore. Be satis- 
fied to know that the best thing infidelity ever 
did, even for its princes and champions, was to 
corrupt their lives, and fill them with unutterable 
remorse. " Lord Herbert, Hobbes, Lord 
Shaftsbury, Woolston, Tindal, Chubb, and 
Lord Boli'ngbroke, were all guilty of the vile 
hypocrisy of lying." Kochester and Wharton 
were profligates. Woolston was a gross blas« 
phemer Blount, a suicide. Voltaire was 
noted for "impudent audacity, filthy sensuality, 
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persecuting envy, base adulation," tyrrany and 
cruelty. Eousseau was a thief, a liar, and a 
profligate.* Need I say more? With such his- 
toi-ical examples before his eyes, what young man 
will dare to suffer a skeptic to throw his seductive 
influences around him? Surely my reader will flee 
from him as for his life 

Evil companions are, therefore, to be totally 
avoided. Safety is to be purchased only at the 
price of entire abstinence from their society; for, 
as he who tastes his first glass of intoxicating 
drink has no security against becoming a drunkard, 
BO he who finds a little delight in the society of 
partially-corrupted persons, has abandoned the 
ground of absolute safety. He is within a 
charmed circle. The incantation has begun. The 
demon of the circle is nigh. Soon will he pre- 
sent the bond by which the young dupe will sign 
away his virtue, his hopes, his soul. Beware, 
beware, then, of every one of the seducers to 
rice! Heject the bad book; turn away from the 



^ See Horne's Introdnction, chap, i, pp. 24-26. 
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vile picture; refuse your companj to the wicked ! 
Seek God and his children; so shall you happily 
escape the dangers of life, and win a crown of 
eternal glory. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE. 

EHOLD yonder mass of barren rock, without 
a tuft of moss or lichen upon its surface ! 
The wind rises^ and a cloud of dust fills the air. 
A portion of this dust lodges in the numerous 
interstices of the rock^ and erelong a tiny tuft 
of moss^ borne on the wings of the breeze, or 
dropping from a neighboring tree, falls into a 
crevice filled with dust, yegetates, spreads, and 
covers the rock with a carpet of green. The 
moss decays and grows again. The stratum in- 
creases. Other plants spring up from seeds 
wafted to the spot by the ever-changing wind. 
These grow and rot, thereby increasing the depth 
of the soil, till, in the progress of time, it ac- 
quires depth sufficient to nourish the noblest 
forest trees. These humble mosses also power- 
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fully attract moisture from the cloudS; which, 
trickling through every crevice, finds its way to 
the lowest nook, accumulates, becomes first a riv- 
ulet, then a brook, a cascade, a river. This, 
flowing into the ocean, forms clouds by evap- 
oration, and once more falls to fertilize the 
earth. 

Thus does an observant philosopher describe the 
great results which nature brings forth from small 
beginnings. Yet, how many never dream of con- 
sequences from a cloud of dust ! It is too small 
a matter to awaken a thought. So of a myriad 
more of nature's labors. They are the workings 
of an invisible, omnipotent God — the necessary 
processes of the world's existence. But men pass 
blindly on, and see nothing in them sufficiently 
significant to arrest their attention. 

There is a corresponding blindness concerning 
many of those human actions whose consequences 
reach far into the future of man's existence. 
The commencement of that affectionate inter- 
course between a youth and a maiden, called 
courtship, is an example. How little is thought 
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of the first buddings of love between tWD young 
persons! By the parents it is often deemed a 
fitting subject for joke and laughter. The parties 
themselves, conscious chiefly of a mutual attrac- 
tion, abandon themselves to romantic visions of 
future blisS; and to efforts to please each other. 
Little do they dream that from their gay and 
lightsome intercourse is to proceed a stream of 
exquisite delight, or of burning poison, running 
parallel, perhaps, with their immortal existence; 
yet so it is. A life of bitter, bitter anguish, or 
of as much happiness as is permitted to mortals 
on earth, lies inclosed in the but too lightly-es- 
teemed state of courtship. Next to marriage, it is 
the gravest and most solemn affair relating to life 
this side the grave. 

Erroneous views of courtship have their founda- ) 
tion in low and ignoble ideas concerning marriage 
itself. How is marriage regarded by most young 
men ? Alas I is it not viewed chiefly as a legal 
method of gratifying the sexual appetite? — as "a 
means of sensual gratification" — for the mere 
physical purposes of the continuance of tho ^*^-: 
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race?"* With these views of marriage, is it at 
all surprising that the courtship which stands in 
80 intimate a relation to it is carried on in a light^ 
unworthy, and even impure spirit? Is it wonder- 
ful that the parties frequently violate the laws oi 
modesty, and become guilty before God and man? 
Is it strange that moral and intellectual affinities 
and repugnances are overlooked and disregarded ? 
Nay, the wonder is that these things are not more 
common. 

Now, young man, I wish you, as a moral and 
intellectual creature, to open your eyes, and behold 
with grateful wonder the noble designs of God, 
which lie hidden beneath this question of mar- 
riage. True, it has a physical purpose to accom- 
plish. By it our species are to be continued in 
the healthiest and purest manner. But running* 
parallel with this is the higher, nobler, loftier 
design of developing the purest affections of the 
aeart, and the loveliest excellences of our nature. 



^Seo a recent work by Dr. Ware, called "Hints to Young Ma 
on the True Kelatiou of the Sexes." 
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As Dr, Ware has well said, "The permanent 
anion of one man with one woman establishes a 
relation of affections and interests which can in 
no other way be made to exist between two human 
beings. Without it no individual can be con- 
sidered as having answered the whole purpose of 
his existence — of having arrived at the full 
development of which he is capable. He is in- 
complete and imperfect. He has tendencies, ca- 
pacities, powers for good, which have never been 
called out, which he may not know even to exist. 
Domestic life, and the domestic relations, are the 
essential element of human happiness and human 
progress, so far as our moral and spiritual character 
are concerned. From the relation of the sexes 
springs all that gives its charm, its grace, its true 
value to human intercourse. It creates the domes- 
tic circle It gives origin to the sacred relation 
of husband and wife, parent and child, brother 
and sister, and those thousand endearing relations 
which arise from them. Strike out from the life 
of man all the hopes, interests, and motives which 
grow out of this relation, and what were left him 
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but a cheerless^ a desolate; and a merely brutal 
existence ?" 

These are just and elevating vieWs of marriage 
How superior to those "abject and licentious doc- 
trines, destructive of the conjugal tie, which cer- 
tain classes of infidels endeavor to spread abroad 
in the world ! Reject, with horror and disgust, 
such hideous teachings ! They would degrade you 
to the level of the brute." Indulge purer and 
holier opinions, and jou will thus "give yourself 
no reason to blush before the chaste and faithful 
dove, nor degrade the sacred character imprinted 
on your brow by the finger of God." Your heart 
will give forth a pure aflfection, worthy of your 
exalted nature, and fit to be offered to the spot- 
less maiden whose charms of heart and mind may 
attract you to her side. And remember, you can 
not entertain opposite opinions without debasing 
and degrading yourself and your betrothed, by 
the intercourse implied in courtship. Neither 
can your marriage be truly "honorable," unless it 
be contracted on these Scriptural and exalted 
principles. 
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With these opinions deeply impressed on his 
mind, a young man is prepared to commence a 
truly-virtuous and elevating courtship. , Acci- 
dental, spontaneous, and thoughtless, as first inti- 
macies between the sexes are apt to be, he will, 
nevertheless, be induced to pause and reflect before 
acquaintanceship ripens into a positive betrothal. 
Looking at the true ends of marriage, he will in- 
quire if the lady, toward whom his love is blossom- 
ing, possesses those qualities of heart and intellect 
which are suited to answer those ends. If she 
does not, though he tnay yield to the impulses of 
his passion, yet he will be far more likely to hesi- 
tate, before soliciting her hand in marriage, than 
he would be if his views were of that degrading 
nature before animadverted upon. And if ever 
caution is needed, it is here. Mistake is so easy. 
Undesigned duplicity is so natural. The lady, 
wreathed in smiles, and moving with cautious effort 
to conceal defects of temper and intellect, acquires 
an almost irresistible influence over his feelings. 
The still small voice of the better judgment 
whispers, '•' Beware !" It suggests the lack of 
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one adoFDment^ the excess of a particular defect^ 
the absence of certain desirable qualities and 
attainments; in vain. The heart silences the 
cooler dictates of the mind; the question is put, 
the engagement made^ the vows exchanged^ the 
marriage celebrated, and the wretched parties 
learn, when too late, their unfitness for each 
other ) and, too often, their subsequent life is mis- 
erable beyond description. Be careful, therefore, 
young man, at' the very beginning. When a slight 
fondness arises in your heart toward any particular 
lady, hold it in check till you have time to dis- 
cover what she is. If manifestly unfit, intellect- 
ually, morally, or socially to be your future wife, 
stifle your afl*ection. Seek other society. The 
pain of such a resolution will bear no comparison 
with the agony consequent upon an imprudent 
marriage. 

Most young men are chiefly charmed by what 
are termed accomplishments in young ladies. 
Thrumming a piano, working on beads or worsted, 
smattering bad French, and worse Italian, are 
arts reg«irded by the enraptured youth with strange 
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admiration^ and he pronounces tlie ladj performer 
a paragon of all perfection. But be should re- 
member that these things, pleasing and even ben- 
eficial as they are in their place, are miserable 
substitutes for more solid and indispensable qual- 
ities. For, as Hannah More has well observed, 
"Though the arts which embellish life claim 
admiration, yet when a man of sense comes to 
marry, it is a companion he wants, and not an 
artist. It is not merely a creature who can dress 
and paint and sing; it is a being who can comfort 
and counsel him; one who can reason, and reflect, 
and feel, and judge, and act; one who can assist 
him in his affairs, soothe his sorrows, lighten his 
cares, purify his joys, and educate his children. *' 
iShe should be well versed in the household labors 
of baking, roasting, washing, cleaning, and sewing; 
otherwise she is' as unfit to be a wife as " a shoe- 
maker would be to navigate a man-of-war across 
the Atlantic." Therefore, 

** lake heed that -what charmeth thee b real, nor sprmjj^eiJi of 
thine own imagination : 

10 
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And saffer not trifles to win thy Ioto, for a wife is thine nnU. 

death ; 
The harp and Toice may thrill thee — sound may enchant thine 

car, 
But consider thou, the hand will wither, and the sweet notes ton 

to discord ; 
The eye so brilliant at eyen may be red with sorrow in the 

morning ; 
And the sylph-like form of elegance must writhe in the crampings 

of pain." 

Seek for substantial as well as artistical excel- 
lences in her you would make your wife. She 
should be frugal^ not wasteful ; for an extrava- 
gant wife will bring embarrassment, if not poverty 
itself, into your habitation ; her ambition for 
costly dress, costly furniture, costly living, will 
empty your purse, ruin your business, introduce 
you to the insolvent debtor's court; or, worse than 
all, it will install the demon of discontent by your 
fireside. She must be industrious; for a lazy 
woman is always fretful, odious, and disgusting. 
Who could endure a yawning, slipshod, sauntering, 
«leepy wife? She should be grave and sober in 
her demeanor. The gay romp, the rattling, laugh 
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ing (!Of|Ui!tto, may be very amusing at a piirty, 
but fihe is usually dull at homo. The gayest and 
liveliest in society are frequently the most unbiippy 
by the quiet fireside. She must be moihst; for 
"bowbeiiutiful is modesty! It winneth upon all 
beholders." A young woman who will permit an. 
nnchasto word or hint to bo uttered to her, aven 
from her betrothed, or will herself give uttoronca 
to an impure su^estlon, is unworthy of your love- 
She is an unsafe person to be admitted within the 
sacred sphere of marriage. She must be ialelligcnt 
and sensible; if otherwise, it will be very difficult 
to maintain that esteem for ber which is the basia 
of genuine and lasting love. An ignorant, blun- 
dering, silly woman, is sore to espoae her husband ' 
to incessant morti6cotioD, and to excite contempt J 
Bod scorn in his breast toward her. She should.! 
be of a ehecrful and an amiable disposition, sincfl I 
on nuisance 3s more intolerable than a scolding, 
complaining, contentious woman. You bad better 
be chained to the galleys, or allied to the plsgue, 
than to be married to such a creature. And, as a | 
final qmlity, your intended bride should posseai 
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a ^Uasiiig countenance, I do not saj that slio 
needs to be beautiful; but since she has to bo 
your constant companion^ there must be something 
attractive in her form and facO; to insure the 
continuance of affection. Beware of a woman 
whose features express harshness, cynicism, surli- 
ness, or sourness. Such expressions written on 
the countenance are the unerring indications of a 
mind distempered, of an unamiable disposition^ 
of an unhappy heart. Therefore, avoid all such^ 
as you would shun the cholera. Seek one from 
whose countenance inward loveliness beams like 
/ the softened light from a transparent vase. 

'* Aifect not to despise beauij : no one is freed from its domixi- 

ion; 
But regard it not a pearl of price; it is fleeting as the bow m the 

clouds. 
If the character within be gentle, it often hath its index in the 

countenance — 
The soft smile of a loving face is better than splendor that fadeth 

quickly." 

Remember that the bond of marriage is as gyves 
of brass; and, therefore, you must prefer doing 
violence to your feelings rather than to msh 
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LliDJfold into certain misery, irbich can termiDiite | 
only with tlie life of one of the parties. 

But, -wIieneTer you can find a lady posEessiog tbsl 
characteristics I Bavc enumerated, seek her society, 
Bnd, if you cnOj win Ler pure affections. Such an 
asBociation, viewed in tbe aspect already exhibited, 
nest to religiin, ia the best and surest prescrrerJ 
of virtue in a young man. It will meet a want otr, 
his nature; it will give him an object to loveM 
and, as Rodsseau observeB, "Were I in a dese 
I would find put wh ere with in it to call forth i 
affections. If I could do no better, I would faslei 
them upon some sweet myrtle, or eomo melancholy | 
cypress. I would love it fur its shude, and greeU 
it kindly for its protection. I would write m% 
name upon it, and pronounce it the sweetest tredi 
in all the desert, If its leaves withered, I would 
teach myself to mourn; and if it rejoiced, I would 
rejoice with it." 

There ie much of poetry in this, but there u 
also n great tmth beautifully expressed. 1 
mind muKt have something to love, or it will p 
upon ilSL'ir. Bat when it finds an objeet of si 



2^16 THE YOUNa man's counselor. 

cient worth "to lead it out of itself to live in 
aud for another/' then it has gained its counter- 
part; and develops itself in a most pleasing and 
happy manner. Therefore^ I saj^ seek a suitable 
object for your affection, though years may elapse 
before you are in a condition to marry. Tupper 
gives a reason for such a step, in his " Proverbial 
Philosophy." He says, 

'■^Tliey that love early become like-minded, and the tempter touch- 

eth them not : 
They grow up leaning on each other, as the olive and the 

vine." 

I' 

|fi True affection, founded upon genuine esteem, 

must lie at the basis of honorable and pure mar- 
riage. Without such holy love in both the parties, 
disgust and wretchedness will be the baleful fruit 
of their legal alliance ; for 

** He that shuts love out, in turn shall be 
Shut out from love, and on her threshold lie 
Howling in outer darkness." 

But even love is not the sole prerequisite of a 
hnppy 'marriage. A young man may find it neces- 
nary to nip his affections in the bud, if the lady 
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who attracts him is far above his rank in society. 
There is deep meaning in the poet's counsel, who 
Bays: 

**Be joined to thine equal in rank, or the foot of pride will kick 

at thee; 
An4 look not only for riches, lest thou be mated with misery." 

If she is below your grade, providing she have 
high moral and mental qualities, her lowliness and 
poverty need not stand in the way of your affec- 
tion, since marriage always raises or depresses the 
woman to the level of her husband. Marry not 
for money's sake. Such a union is an abomina- 
tion before God, and a degradation to the parties. 
Better let your bride resemble the Greek maiden, 
who, when asked what fortune she should bring to 
her husband, nobly replied, 

"I will bring him what gold can not purchase — 
a heart unspotted, and virtue without a stain^ 
which portion is all that descended to me from my 
parents." 

Neither, if you happen to have wealth, should 
you select a bride who is more influenced by your 
invested moneys and flourishing business than by 
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pure affection. There are women, of whom, to th© 
disgrace of their sex^ it may be said in the lao 
guage of Byron, 

• 

** But pomp and power alone are woman's care, 
And where these are, light Eros finds a fare ; 
Maidens, like moths, are ever caught hy glare, 
And mammon wins his way where seraphs might despair." 

Shun all such creatures. You had better take 
a viper into your bosom. 
P Avoid, also, a skeptical woman. In these days 
of ultraism and radicalism, there are many such 
" moral monsters," who, forgetful of the hope and 
faith we naturally expect from their sex, have 
broken loose from their God, from the holy Scrip- 
tures, and from the delicacy of woman's nature. 
Such unfeminine creatures brawl loudly against 
revelation, and even venture before the public as 
loquacious leaguers with Voltaire, Paine, and Ab- 
ner Kneeland. Such women are unfit for mar- 
riage If they respect not the claims of God, nor 
heed the bonds which bind them to religion, how 
can they be expected to be faithful to the law 
which binds them to a husband? Impossible ^ 
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infidel men have understood this. Hence, Lord 
Chesterfield counseled his^eon to marry a woman 
0^ pious tendencies; and Dr. Brainard mentions 
a very profane man, who expressed joy that he was 
not " to be linked to a female infidel," whom he 
heard question the truth of the Bible. These 
men, bad as they were in other respects, were right 
in their opinion of the unfitness of a skeptical 
woman to be a wife. Do you take heed, my young 
friend, and keep your affections from such. Celib- 
acy is far better than wedlock at the altar of J 
infidelity. 

Be not in haste to wed. While early marriages 
are to be encouraged, if circumstances are favora- 
ble, it is the hight of folly, and often the first 
step to a long career of bitterness, for parties to 
marry without any reasonable prospect of comfort- 
able support. 

** Marry not without means; for so shouldst thou tempt Prcd 

dence ; 
But wait not for more than enough ; for marriage is the duty of 

most men/' 

This is excellent counsel. A young man should 
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wait till his income is sufficient; his business estab 
lidhed, his resources somewhat certain. Marriage 
brings with it many expenses, and these increase 
with time; and a marriage without means wilJ 
surely bring poverty and sorrow. Affection is a 
poor banker, a miserable purveyor, a wretched 
landlord. With limited means it may do well, 
since it stimulates industry, excites energy, and 
can invent many innocent devices to compel small 
resources to supply large wants. Prudence must 
be allowed to utter its cautions in this matter; 
and if you are prudent, young man, you shall* do 
well. 

In courtship, a young man should be stable. A 
marriage engagement is a solemn and a serious 
affair. It takes a deep hold on the heart of a 
young woman. Her first love is a holy thing. It 
becomes life and gladness to her spirit. But, 

^ If the love of the heart is hlightcd, it huddeth not agfun: 
If that pleasant song is forgotten, it is to he learnt no more; 
Yet often will thought look back, and weep over early ai&ctiout 
And the dim notes of that pleasant song will lie heard M % 
re r>'i*oach f ul spi r i t, 
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Moaning in JSoIian strains over the desert of the heart, 

When the hot siroccos of the world have withered its one oasis *' 

If these affecting lines are true to experience, 
what shall be said of a young man who sedulously 
Beeks a young girl's love, till, in her trustful sim- 
plicity, she yields him her whole heart, and looks 
up to him as the future companion of her life, and 
then, through sheer ficklenessj abandons her for 
another? Is he not cruel, heartless, and false 7 
Does he not inflict a deadly wound on her spirit, 
from which she may never wholly recover? Does 
he not deserve the severest reprehension ? He 
does; and be assured that no young man can be 
guilty of .such reckless trifling with the female 
heart, without being subsequently visited by the 
retributions of an avenging Providence. His sin 
will ^^find him out,'' 

But what if his first promises were prematurely 
given, and further acquaintance convinces him that 
the lady's ill qualities are such as will certainly 
imbitter his life in the event of marriage ? Is he 
then to consummate his courtship, and enter witb 
open eyes upon an "ill-assorted'' union? 
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To this I answer; certainly not; proyiding tLera 
is a discovery of positive unfitness^ and not a mere 
excuse for instability. The parties had better suf- 
fer the pang of separation during courtship^ than 
to be yoked to a heritage of misery and sorrow for 
life. But bewarC; lest mere fickleness leads you to 
imagine faults merely to furnish an excuse for the 
violation of your engagement ! Prefer to keep 
your promise unbroken, if it be at all consistent 
with your hopes of happiness. The true remedy 
for such separations is prevention. Let your first 
advances be sufficiently cautious to enable you to 
judge of the lady's character before you enter 
on more familiar intercourse. And another means 
is, to treat your courtship as a serious part of your 
conduct. Carry it on in a manner consistent with 
the high purposes of marriage; not with silly 
gigglings and idle commonplaces. Seek to culti- 
vate each other's tastes, to call forth ideas and 
modes of thought hitherto undeveloped. Aim to 
produce a spiritual union between yourselves. By 
this means the little things which usually separate 
betrothed parties will not disturb your intercourse. 
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STou will be Batisfied with each other, and fitted for 1 
the more intimate and aacred unity of the i 
risge state. 

lisgusting practice, but too popubi ] 
r the country, allow me to earnestly I 
mean the habit of sitting up 
night with your betrothed. Whila I 
there can not be one reason urged in defeoae of 1 
this unchristian custom, there are serious objeo 
tions agaiast it. It injures health; it unfits for 
the duties of the nest day; it hns an impure as- 
pect, and is a temptation to virtue. By all ths.J 
decencies and proprieties of life, I heg you, youngi 
man, to have self-respect sufficient to set yourself 
heartily against it. Let yonr intercourse take 
place at proper hours, and under circumstancea 
which favor you and yours in acquiring an affinity . 
of tastes and opinions- 

I can not, perhaps, close this chapter on court- 
ship and marriage more profitabij, than by giving I 
the eccentric and celebrated William Cobbett'a I 
account of his courtship. He was a scrgeanUJ 
Major in a British regiment of foot, servin] 
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Canada; when ho first met the lady who afterward 
became his wife. She was the daughter of a 
sergeant of artillery, so that in rank they were 
pretty equally matched. He first met her in 
company, and was forcibly struck with the beauty 
of her countenance, and the marked propriety of 
her behavior. He resolved to note her conduct, 
and to study her character. A few mornings after 
this first introduction, he took occasion to walk, 
with one or two companions, past her father's 
house. Although it was scarcely light, he saw 
her at the door, cheerfully scrubbing out a wash- 
tub on the snow. This confirmed his good opin- 
ion. Further observation being still more in her 
favor, he made up his mind that she should be 
his wife at a proper time. This purpose he never 
dreamed of changing. It was settled in his mind, 
and he treated her accordingly. Her father's 
regiment being ordered to England, it was neces- 
sary for them to be separated. To show the 
fixedness of his purpose, and the confidence he 
had in her affection, he gave her the entire amount 
of his savings — six hundred and fifty dollars— 



bidding her uee it, if necessary for bcr person^ 
comfort, before his arrival in England. This con- 
fidence was not misplaced. Though over four 
years elapsed before she saw him again, and she 
had to work hard, as a house -servant, for a living, 
yet she remained true to her vows, and relnrncd 
him every dollar of the money he had placed in her 
hands. He married her, and attributed much of hia 
signal success in life to her very exoellcnt qualities. 
But, notwithstanding Jlr. Cobbctt's fidelity to 
his first promise of marriage, he narrowly escaped 
the guilt of ita violation. Bis betrothed 
been absent two years. He was rambling in 
woods of New Brunswiclt, when he stumbled u 
u clearing, with a farmer who offered him 
hospitalities of his home. This sturdy backwoi 
man had a daughter — aged nineteen — a finely*" 
formed, blue-cjed girl, with long, light-brown ha' 
Yfiong Cobbett was charmed. lie repeatedly V. 
ited the place, mingled in the parties and merrjrd 
makings of the homestead j and, notwithstanding^ 
he felt conscious of being attracted bj the yountf 
lady, and that sho was also becoming interested ii 
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him^ persisted to visit her^ till the idea of parting 
grew exceedingly painful to both. Happily his 
sense of obligation was strong; and, wrong as he 
was in placing himself within the sphere of tempt- 
ation, and in trifling with the affections of an- 
other, he remained faithful to his first vows. Thia 
wrong of indulging in the society of the lady of 
the woods he very ingeniously confesses, and bids 
others act more wisely and cautiously, lest they 
should lack the self-control which finally saved 
him from becoming a covenant-breaker. I join 
my counsel to his, and advise every young man, 
first, to exercise due caution before making a mar* 
riage engagement; secondly, having made it, to 
consider it inviolable, except under very extraor- 
dinary circumstances; thirdly, to defer his mar- 
riage till, in the opinions of his parents or judi- 
cious friends, the suitable time has arrived ; and. 
finally, to enter the marriage state with pure, spir- 
itual, and holy views, that it be a real blessing to 
him and his bride in both worlds.* 

^ For Counsels to the Married, see a recent work by the auihor« 
• '-tied " Bridal Greetings." 
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And now, dear young friand, I ihubC bid ] 
&dieu. I hitvs urged the practice of great prin 
plo9 upon your understanding and heart, that jo| 
may win the prixe of a happy and successful \ifi 
T have BtimuLitcd you to be eminent in yi 
fcssion, by the duo observance of tho grenc and 
holy truths rovcalod in the Divine word. Not that 
I consider euccew in thid life to bo the end of 
your existence. No I To glorify God, to attain 
his moral likeness, to diiTuse enjoyment among 
your fellow-creatures — these are the grand aims 
of huuian life. But in rcochlDg these aims — in 
grasping tho greater — you will more surely reach 
the lesser than by any other method; for religion 
is tho good genius of both worlds. -This idea I 
have endeavored to illustrate in the preceding 
pages. Let mo entreat you to seize it heartily 
and earnestly I Let it blond with all your think 
iags- Allow it to mold your eharactcr, to govern 
17 
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your conduct. Thus will you rise to usefulness 
and enjoyment on earthy and to a place in that 
moral firmament where the wise and good ^^suall 

bHlNE AS TUE STARS FOREVEU AND EVER.'' 
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